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> SABBATAR TANSE 


A  ndication of our "Way oe Frets: 


Wherein is held forth, 2 
CT. That The Fealt of © Hrifts Nativity is grounded upon the Scriptu; es; ELR 
| was Obſerved in the pure, ancient, Apoſfolique times,and is approved by all gs 


Reformed Churches. = 
IT. That ChriT was borne on.the 25, day of December; and all Odje&ohs 6; AY 


tothe conrrary refuted. 


LIT. Thar the keepingholy the Loyds Day was appointed by the Chriſtian bo 
Churchzand that the loraliry,and Divine Inftitution of the- L02dg Day =={Yf 


| 
are meer fictions. in2g 


LV. Thar the iDay of Chriſta Nativity, the Day of hte Paſeton, and) 
'the like,have equal! Authorityy equall Antiq ity, £quall right to be obſer= > 
ved as the -93ds Tap; and:tbat to work-on thoſe Dayes is equally" finfull. 

V. That the Obſervation of the 'Sabbath Dap is aboliſhed.in Ghrift. and :'0> 

j thattocallthe Kozds Dap as ea is a Jen neneian, BS 'O 


[_unwarcantable. 


—_— 


7, The fifth Editions. : 
_ By Evvy. ARD 'Frsun R, Eſq. 


: = Bullinger, Decad. 2. Serms. 4. | 
FE Quamui nuNibi legatur, &c. Though it is no where read, that the- Lords day was s Bop 
enjoyned in the Writings of the "Apoſttes ; yer becuaſe inthe fourth Comman- ! 2p 
demenr of the firſt Table the care of Religion, and the &iligent exerciſe of out- 165 OW 
ward:worlhip is comma it wete concrary to Piety, and Chriſtian Chari ity , oY 

not to ſanRikie the Lords day 3 eſpecially ſeeing that ourward worfhip cannot. © poll 
conliſt without a ſet time, and an holyreſt: The ſame we ought to judge of che WV 

_ Holy dayes, or'F Feaſts of the Lord Chrift, in which we celebrate the memory of 32% 
his Nativity, Incarnation;Circumeifson, Paſcion, Reſurrefion, Aſcenfion into Heaven, 2h, 


"nd the ſending downe of the Holy Ghoſt upon his Dilciples. _ is 


| L.0 N D* 0 N; : 
Printed tor, Blackmore, at the Angel, and R. Lowndes, at the 5 I 
| - White-Lyon in, S. Parls ; Chu: :ch.yard. 16535 4 | 
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| T o all that love the Lord Feſus, and his 
TT A161. 
Grace, Health, and ied be 
AE: 


\BRETHRE N, GE 
| =a37/2;Monglt thoſs wholeſome and heavenly dutics 


Se; recommended in the New Teltament, there is 
D D none more earnelily preſſed upon us, then our 
TU Duty of Trying and Examining the DoKtines, 
HEY W even of thoſe who profeſie themſelves Teachers, 
IVES Prophets, iniſters of Chriſt ; T ake heede what 
| you hear 2); z. Prove all things, hold faſt that Which i good (b); Be- a) Mar.4 2.07. 
lieve not every ſpirit, but try the (pirats, Whether 4%; beof GOD; b)1Theſ.s;2 4 
For many falſe prophets are gone ont into the world,faith S.7ohn (c ) c)r John 4.1, | 
Falſe teachers there ſhall be, ſaith S. Peter- (d) Falle prophets ſhall 4) x Pet. _ 
ariſe, and deceive, if it were poſſible, the very Eleft , but take heed; > 
behold, I have foretold you all things, faith our Bleſſed Saviour (e), e)Mark 13.22, 
And indeed, from the neglect of theſe Divine Warnings,and the 23, © 
taking up of doAtrines, proofes,afes on truſt without cxaminati- 


_ © onjit is,that ſo manyHereſies,SeRs, FaR ons, and perverſe Opint- 


ons have taken root, and ſprung up amonglt us : Hence fo much | 
Ztale without kyoWleage (f }; fo much LeAturing and Learning f). Rom. 10.2, | 
Withoat profiting (8g); G ——_ liding (h), and having mens perſons $/ wy Tim.3,7. 
in admiration (i); {ſo much toffirg in judgement, and /ailivg with bY : wi 3+ 3246: 
every Winde of Doftrine, which way ſoever their Teichers pleaſe ; $9000.16, 
inſomuch as an experienced Miniſter hath long fiance teſtifi:d,, We 
finde (faith he)rhe Spirits of the people of thu K ingdome (EspEC1- 
A L L Y of the City, ana the parts agjacent) that profeſſe,or pretend, 
to the power ofGo ilineſs,ready to take ANY impreſſtons,and to be caſt 


into ANY mould that hath but the appearance of a ſtrifler way (k). 
A2 Now 


k) Edwards his: 
Antipologig. -. 


Pag 209, 


(2) 


Now,that our Eximinations miy proceed upan clear and inz 


' fallible gcounds,we muſt know,that the Rule and Mark of Truth, 


D Mat.7.1s, 


- 


Mm) 2 Pet.2:3. 
n) Gal.6.16. 
Phil. 3.16. 


o) John 5.39. 
I Cor.10.1I 5, 


h) 1 Per. 1. 10. 


49) ARs 17.11, 


' r) Extant pro- 


digioſe diſputa- 


tiones de mutd- 
tione ſabbati, 
que omnes orte 
ſunt cx falſa 
perſuafione, quod 
oporteat, in Ec-. 
cleſia cultum eſſe 
fimilem Leviti- 
co, Vide Con- 
| fels, Auguſt. in 
Append. ad 
Harm.Confeſs. 
ſ) Exod.23.2.- 


is not the compoſed.Jooks,and outward fanQity of the Texcher, 


, for even falſe prophets ſhall come to you ((anth (hriſt) in ſheeps 


clothing (1); and weread of Arius, Pelagiina, and divers others, 
who though notoriofs Hereticks, yet to the eye of the. world 
were men of unblameable Converſations, and outwardly Reli. 
vious : Nor is itſmooth and Faire larguage ; for, through caver- 
ouſneſſe ſhall the Falſe T eachers,(faith S.Peter) uſe flattering,and 


fained words (m) : But the ſare and 2lone Redfalt Rxle of Truth 


is the moſt Sacred word of Gop (=) ; unto which all Teachers 
mult ſubmit (s), and by which all DoArines muſt be tryed, and 
examined, not with a bare turning over the leaves of che Bible, 
and finding out the Scripture-words,(as ſome think it is all they 
have to doe) but through a diligent inquiry and ſearch (p) into _ 
the ſenſe and mcaning of God s holy ſpirit ; like as the Bereans 
in the As, who, though they received the Word with all readineſs 
of mind, yet they ſearched the. Scriptures daily, Whether thoſe things - 
were ſo, as Paul preached (49). | 
According then to this Rule let the followingTreatiſe be ext 
mined; let thoſe great and prod:giors (r) Diſputes concerning ſee 
dayes and times to GO D $ publique Service be brought to this 
touch-ſtone of Truth, Gop s Holy Word;Let us 2rie,let us ſearch 
what is by all parties delivered, and whatſoever is founded on,or 
agreeable to the Divine Truth, embrace we muſt ; whatſoever is 
ſwarving from, or repugnant thereunto, retaine we may not; 
though-it come bicked with a mzaltzt4e(1) and be upheld by the 
highelt of worldly powers. In order therfore to the right under- 
ſtanding of this Controverſie,vwe ſhall ſet downe in brief, what is 
Truth, and what is Errour, that by comparing them together, 
they may(as colours that be direQly oppolite) render each other 
the more diſcernable. Li 
And firſt; Moſt evident it is, that from the creation of 4am; 
unto the time of 2o/es, the Scriptures, but in one onely place, 
have mentioned Gop s ſetting apart a day to his Service ; and 
that is -the ſecond of Geneſis, ver. 2, 3- where it is ſaid, That, 


. Gedreſted on the ſeventh day frems all bis work which he had made, 


and Fox THAT CAUSE bleſſed the ſeventh day, and ſantlified3t, 


- — — » Yor 


- But whes this bleſſing and ſanRification firſt was, or zo Whows ficſt 


enjoyned - 


wo. F 
enjoyned,the Text expreſſeth-not, 2nd men ſpeak wholly by con. * Ex9d. 163 33. 
j:Rures, wherein it becometh every one to uſe his owne judge- 25,26. WiWhst 


ment with modelty,and not to obtrude it upok.others for an in- = Nin ds 


fallible and certain truth, cr 1210" 
Nextly, from the tj f 11 GENE IIS Te x04. 1 2.3. 
awe 4. e time of AZoſes to our Saviours Paſſion, it is 18. 24:Zev.23.5 
nadenizble,that the TewiſhChurch had her weekly Feaſts on the 15-24 27-3439 
{:venth day;(:Jher monthly Feaſts (#) her yeerly Feaſts;(w)and * Read Levir. 


| '> Sat TEP he 
all of them by GODS own preſcription and 8ppointment, all -"3Hh through= 


of them Feaſts of the Lord, Sabbaths of the Lord, holy Con þ M.14.V.2s 
015, Wherein no ſervile work might be ; hn (x) piiking oi NY fperiees vVi17 
| But afcer our Saviours Paſſton,the Apoſtles both by their Pra- F Rom- I4.14. 
Riſe and doAtine have: witnefſed, that GOD under the Go- * ©: 5; 3 16; 
ſpell does not exaAt one day for his publique ſervi > 3A". 
| one, que fervice, more then Co1.2,16,17- 
another ; The obf erving & day,and not obſerving a day, are 15 meat cGal.q.9*& 5 
and armk (y) which 1m themſelves (7) are things indifferent ; And d Col. 2.29. 
* It is a part of that Liberty WhereWith Chriſt hath made us free;(a) © As and yy ; 
to make choyce of che dayes and times for G O.D S ſervices, 2s fot.26 Pn = 
;: well publique as private, Hence it is that the Apoſtles doe ſo fl 57.m _ 
ſharp'y condemn, not onely the obſervance of Fewiſk Feſtivalls, f Zanch #* 4+. 
Sabbaths, and Ceremonies; {6 ) but alſo of any other: dayes and Precaps. dc 


times, as things abſolutely neceſſary ; terming ſuch obſervances "uu og oe —Al 


of dayes Weak and beg garly elements, the yoke of bendage, (c) the Libellum, cut tix 


rndiments of the World, (d) lus oft, Dies © 
_ © Uponthisground therefore of Chriſtian Liberty the moſt Dominica. r. 
pure, ancient, and Apoſtolicall Churches tooke upand ordained ©3P; 7+. _ 
the obſervation of ſuch dayes, as to each Church,ſeemed moſt 8 J93i-Mar- . 
convenient for G ODS ſervice. (e) Which dayes were either Sher con « 
weekly,or Anniverſary, (f) Por the Weekly ; ſome Churches did hSozom.l.7; 
obſerve only the firſt day of the week or S»1day, which they na- c-16- 
; med allo theLords day,in memory of ourLords ReſurreRion;( 9) i Socravlib.$<. | 
Some did obſerve only Friday,in memory of Chriſts Paſſion;(h) C. : le - | 
ſome obſerved the Sabbath onely (5) ſome obſerved beth the oF Fran YO 
Sabbath and Sanday, (&.) ſome both Wedneſday :and Friday, (l) "LSoc.l;5.c.21. 
ſome both Friday and Swnday, (m) forne Wedneſday, Friday, and 1 Buſeb. de _ 
Sunday. (1) As for the Aniverſary - dayes which were celcbra. ORIG 
_ tedbur once.in the yeer.; Thoſe of generall concernment and »---1 49% ai 
hioheſt «ft "RM ws - ang men|.1.c.8, 
gaeit elteeme, were the day of Chriſts Nativity, (0) with us nHieronym. 
called Chriſtmas day ; The day of Chrilts ſuffering on the Croſſe, k2,in Galar.c.4 
p with us called Good: Friday;The day of his Kiſing againe from the £9246, 7:17 
TE | | ny dead, he dial 


CY 


(4) 

+ 4aike 24-1.6: dpad, (q) with us called Eafter-day : The day of his Aſcenſion un? 
| to heaven, (r) with us called Holy Thurſday; the day of Chriſt his 
r) es + pak ſending dovone the Holy Ghoſt;(s) with us called Whit-ſ[unday, And 
Pb: gov py * here it will be expedient to take notice of three things worthy 
+ -W?*. our remembrance : Firſt, that the-moſt ancient Records and Hi. 

ſtories of the Church'doe mention the obſerving of the Lords 
- - day, and thoſe Anniverſary dayes aforenamed, bat xot the time 
when Chriſtians began to keep them holy :- (t) And therefore to af- 
_ t) Magdeburg. fiim that the Lords daywas ſolemnized before the day ofChriſts 
IF po =o Nativity, Paſſion, arid the reſt, is no other then a bare aſſertion 
) Ae ke without booke, (#) Second!y, admit the Lords day were the fi 
ſcurcilousillites Chriſtian Feſtivall.; yer cannot that day by ſuch precedency of 
rate pamphl.c time (a thing meerly circumſtantial) be the more obligatory to 
pray a the us,fiace the Anniverſary dayes were inſtituted by the ſame autho- | 
Gbriftians grand rity,upon the /ams ground, to the ſarze end. (w) Thirdiy, from 
Ferf.p.7.25, Che time of the Apoltles unto the reign of Conſtantine the Great, 
w) This pro- the Chriſtian Churches enjoyed; and ſtifly maintained {x ) their 
ved in.ourAn- ſzyerall cuſtomes in the free obſervation of dayesto GODS ; 


SHR publique ſervice :. But;when Conſtantine bad gotten poſſeſſion of the 


- ninth Quzre, Whole Roman Empire,(y) and was become (as it were) Lord of the 
- x) Euſebil.5, Y0r14, none mult then preſume to vary from his judgement and | 


Fap.22. _  praftice; and about the yeere of ſalvation 324. (z) his Imperiall © - 


+5"; Decree, or Edi went forth, commanding al! withiz his Domini- 


&) Fun,Com- 995 to reverence and ſet apart-the Lords day to divine duties and that 


. ment.in Chrouot: all Magiſtyates and Rulers Whatſoever (ould ſee it performed (a). 


lib 6. .. . -*- Aﬀeer which(Decree, partly through feare of puniſhment, partly. 
| / jog ya allured by the 'exxmp'e of the Emperour and his Succeſſours, 
— (Ks <Ioge (which experience teacheth us to be very attraQtive)(5) the Chri- 
b)Regis ad ex. [tian people did by degrees let fal the obſervation of other daies, 
emplum tots * and fo the Lords day became the alone weekly Feſtivall, as we - 
Br ts ? ſee itin our time, Howbeit obſervable it js,that the ſaid Decree of 
_— eG Conſtantine,is as clear and full for the itrict and reverent celebra- 
' » tion of the Anniverſary Feaſts,as of the Lords day. The words of 
 _ the Decree are, That all who are ſwbjett- to the Roman Empure, 
- +» .*, +. frouldre$ from all labonr on the dayes entitled by our Saviouvs 
"2! -1 Name, and ſhruldreverence them, for the memory of thoſe things 
\'* - {- * -which Were done on thoſe dayes by the common Saviour of us 
©) Euſeb-di.. af, (c) mOORED 
We +. Thuzwe have ſhewed what # Truth : we come now unto Er- 
_ ronr,. 


(5) 

our; which (according to the old ſaying) 7: »1anifold; (d) but the 4) Error 'e& 

moſt remarkable opinions,or rather phanſies, are three. The ficſt 7»tiplex. 

is, of the old Sabbatarians, who teach,zhat the keeping of the $ab- LD 

bath or ſeventh day of the week, namely Satterday, © a duty Mo- , ) See T, Oc 

rall and Naturall, and ſo obliging all men at all times.(e)To prove ford dbarine 

this they bring us ewo Reaſons; one is, Becauſe the Sabbath was of the ſourth - 

appointed by G O D, and obſerved by Adam in Paradiſe.But here Commandement. 

unto we anſwer;Firſt, with Tertullian;let them ſheWw us that Adam, 1 [es bras hay, 

or Abel, or Enoch, or Noah, or any of the Patriarchs did ever keep Keſſe, aut Abel, 

the Sabbath. ( f ) Secondly, Every appointment or command of au: Enoch,g&'s. 

GOD to Azam: inthe ſtate of Innocency was not Morall ; for Tertul-ddver|.-. 

if ſo,then GODS command of »o? eating the forbidden fruit deg x: Sk 

(2) ſhould be Morall and binding to us,which were groſſe to af- f -roaghn 44 

firme. Thirdly; We read that Adam and Eve were created on the +8,,nx. 

ſixth day : (þ) that immediately afrer their creation, they were i) Compare 
placed in the garden of Ze, (;) and that iz the cool: or evening Gen-2.75-17., 
(k ) of the day,GOD Walked in the garden, called unto Adam ; ar. DN Van , | 
raigned both him and her for eatizg of the forbidden fruit, and thes's = 
preſently calt them out of Paradiſe, (/)ſo that Adans was neither 1) Gen. 3.8,9. - 
in innocency nor in Paradiſe on the ſeventh day. (@) THEIR 11,2 2,23,24.' 
other Reaſon for the Morality of the Sabbath is, Becavſe the 0b- rho: bis _ 
ſervation thereof Voas delivered in Mount Sinai, and enjoyned by the Fx] p ogy "30 
* fourth commanaement, Unto which we anſwer ,Firſt,that all the gk 
words which GOD ſpake at the delivery ofMe Law in Mount 

-- $iai were not Morall;For theſe words in thePreface,Which have 
brought thee out of the land of Eg ypt,out of the houſe Fl bendage, (n) 
cannot (in a literall ſenſe,according as they were ſpoken) be ap. 
plyed to any other people thenthe Jewes. Secondly, if ail the 

words ſpoken by God in Mount $izai were Morall, then why 
is not the fifteenth ver.of the fifth chapter of Dexteronomy,inſer= 
red into our Copies of the Decalogue,ſeeing Xoſes teſtifieth, that 
the Lord Sþake thoſe words in the Wonnt, (0) as well as the reſt? 
Thirdly,upon a due and ſerious.confideration of the words com- 
monly refuted within the fourth Commandement, we ſhall find, 
that they contain in them a double Prcecept;The one Gereral,the 
| eogur Speciall, THE Generall Precept is, . Remember the Sabbath, © 
or reſt day to keep it holy : (p)Wherein foure things are required. ,) Exod 22: 8. 
Firkt, there a a ſet a py time for GODS ſervice. OT p ot ING 
ly,that day muſt be a day of 7e/,from our ordinary labour, Third- 


ly, 


») Ex01.20, 2. 


0) Deut. 5. 22 


% 


>. qRom.1.19,10 
',,* et Ntfs.certk ſta 


rutiſque tempori- 
bus, ad res divi- 
nas adminifiran- 
das utamur, po- 
pulua in incerto 


(6) 


ly.it muſt be kept boly,that is ſp*ne in the worſhip of GOD and + "A 


divine exerciſes , Fourthly, we mult remember, both to have ſach | 
dayes and obſerve them, And that this Precept is Morall and Nu. 
turall the very light of ceaſon hath evidenced uato all men: For, 
from the view of this glorious fabrick of che world, from the ad- 
mirable beauty,order,and variety of things therein, from terrour 
of conſcience in evill doing,and many other wayes, the moſt ſx. 


vape people ace convinced there is a GOD;(9) And if a GOD, 
| .then he mult be ſerved;becaule on him is our dependency; And if 
Ne robe 1 © ſerved, then there mult be a day or tie ſer apart for his ſervice, 
verban doniui, otherwile men being upon nacertainties can never aſſemble ; (7 } 
Func. Com, in. And if there bs a day or time fer apart for his ſervice, then muſt 


pofrtua munguam 


Chro.l.6. An. 


Chr.324. 
{ Exod. 29. 10, 


Il. 


t Col 2.16. 

u Calvin.l.z. 
inftitut.c.8. ſc, 
31, 32, Bullit- 


we reſt on that day from our owae worke, otherwiſe we mock 
GUD in pretending a day unto him,and raking it to our ſelves; 
And if we reſt fromourown work,then we mult i9ploy our ſelves 


' tn holy duties, elſe the day is not ſo properly a day of re/? as a day 


of idleneſſe, which reaſon condemnes. THE Speoraft Precept is, 
Six dayes ſpalt thou Labour ,&c.(s) And hercin not any glimpſe or 


ger.Decad,2, fiadow of Morallity appeareth : For, that GOD creared the 
"Serm,4. Dana World in ſixe dayes veſted the ſeventh allowed it, and allowed fix 
Ethic,Chriſti- dayes for {abowr, it was meerely of his Divine will and pleafare - 


an.l.2.6.10. There was nothing in nature,nothing in reaſon, but that GOD: 
Zanch. i expt. 


Pre might have finiſhed theCreation inſix minutes,as wel as [x days; 
rRCEPE. 4+ uUre- /. | - * : a, » 3 
fin.Carechet,g, NOT is the ſeventh day in nature more holy,but that GOD migir 
. 203.Polan; have appointed any other day as well as that, Wherefore we 


| ng. TO. ._ conchudewith S.Paz{,that the obſervation of the Sabbath or f: - 
0.0610, Vu 


Moulin i by venth day was Ceremoniall,(z)not Morall; and by conſequences, 
Treatiſe of Tras. ©Þis Precept was x part of the Ceremoniali Law, (#s) abrogated 
ditions c.20, - in'Chrilt;(w)and is now juſtly ſet aſide by all Chriſtian Churches, 
Doffor Pride- The ſecond Opinion is;of the Anabaptilts and Libertines,who 
= hx "oal | teach, That all ſet dayes and times to GODS Service are unlaWfull, 
ono w_” (x) But this.ts direRly againſt the fourth Commandemenrt : and 
Geogrophy,l.x, As for their reaſons,ſuch as they be,you have them brought forth, 
c11,p.2z38, andconfuted in thefollowing Treatiſe (1). I 


2.39. The third Opinion is, of the new. Sabbatarians,who dream of. 
We _— we a middle way betwixt a Jew and a Chriſtian g and this they-uſu- 
Gu{.Conſcient, * *ly lay down in two Propoſitions. The ficlt is, That the Lords 
L.2.6,13.Gaſa, Day, or firft day of the Wreke, namely Sunday, may be cated the 


)Y 8c. ze Sabbath:The next is, That the Obſervation of the Lords Day iv.a | 
kv. S FO oe Moral. 


—. . 
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| (7) 

Moral duty enpyned by G O D himfelfe, and declared both by the 
dofrine,and prattice.of (hriſt, and his Apoſtles (a).The ficſt appex- 
rance of this kiade of Teachers was in the yeare of our Lord 
1595 (6b),ncer the end of the Reign of Queen E/iz4beth : And 
becauſe they are neither able to produce dire Scripture,nor ſo- 
lid reaſon for what they ſay, they labour to ſapport their con- 
otits by fallacies,fallities, and wreltings of Gops Holy Word, 
as upon ſcanning their proofs will be manifeſt co the meaneſt ca- 
pacity,For their firſt propoſition; they alledge two Reaſons why 
the Lords day may be called the Sabbath : One is, Becauſe the 
Sabbath ſignifies a relt ; and therefore the Lords day bring a reſt, 
245 be called the Sabbath, * But to this we anſwer,it is falſe thar 
the Sabbath ſignifies a Reſt; Bor when by Cuſtome of ſp-cch a 
common name is reltrained to a particular place,thing, or perſon, 
it then becomes a proper name, and fo loſing its community, 
does ſignifie that only.particular,unto which by cuſtom of ſpeech 
it is applyed ; as for inſtance. the temple is a common name ig. 
nifying tbe Charch ; yet in London- where by cuſtome of ſpcech 
this name, The Temple, is reſtrained to an Inns of Court, .it is 
falſe, and abſurd to ſay you were at The Temple, and mean the 

Charch of Saint Giles ; In like manner the Sabbath is a common 

name ſignifying the reſt ; yet inthe Chriſtian Church, where by. 
cultome of fpeech(s)(according to Gop s holy Paraſe through- 
out the Old and New Teſtament (4) this name, The Sabbath, 
is reſtrained to the Tew:{h weeklyFeſtival,it is falſe and abſurd to 
ſpeak of The Sabbath and mean The Lords Day,Their other rea- 

ſon,why the Lords Day may be called The Sabbath,is, Becauſe the 

Lords Day [ucceeded in the roome of the Sabbath, But if this Argu- 

ment be good, then may Baptiſme be called (frcamciſion, the 

Lords Supper the Paſſeover, and King 7ames Queen Elizabeth, 

As for the ſecond Propoſition;wherein they afſert the Iorality, 

and Divine inflitution of the Lords Day;their Reaſons are at large 

debated in the following Treatiſe, * and therefore we ſhall here 

take notice onely. of three. The ficlt is, Becav/e (ſay they ) Adam, 

according to GODS command kep! the Sabimith in the State of inno- 

cency (e). But this allegation is falſe ; for, (as we have proved 

before) Adam fell on the ſixth day ; and oue new Sabbararians 


a) See, Tbe 
Praftice of Þi- 
ty, DoRor 
Toung in his 
Dies Dominica, 
DoRor Twiſſe, 
Walker, Ley, 
Shepheard, Ni- 
cholas and Ri- 
chad Byficld, 
Murtindale, A b- 
bot, ia thcir 
Treatiſes of 
the Sabbath. 
Scudder in his 
Chriflians daily 
Wilke, &c. 

b) Sce Rogers 
Preface to his 
Treatiſe upon 
the 39. Articles 
* Ley Sunday a 
Sabbath,c.1z, 


P-7 9» 


c) Chriflianis 
erat ſoleunc ab - 
ſtinere & voca- 
bulk apad Fu- 
deos in uſu: idco 
rar0 leguntuy 
vocabulum She 
bai uſurpaſſe.r 
Dies Domini- 
cal.1.C.F. 

d) Ley Sun- 
day a Sabbath. 
p.14.& 161, 
* Sce our An- 
[wer to Miſter 
Toſ. Heminzs 
gth Vuare. | 
ec) The Prat. 
of Picty, Prins 


_ redby RT, p, 283, Dies Dominica.l,1.c.8. Du Barts, inthe ſeventh day of the tuft Week, 


.D thi m ©, 


-— 


(3). 

themſelves upon ſecond thoughts have publiſhed, That the /ike: 

lieſt opinion 5 be true, ts, That man fell the firſt day of bu Creation : 

Which (ſay cthey)the more probable, becauſe ;f Adam and Eve nad 

lodged in Paradiſe one night, bus firſt child had not been begotten in 

his owne likeneſſe, that 15, in the ſtate of corruption mts Which: he 

ſ) The Aſ-* fell( f).Belides,what is the ſanRification of che Sabbath ſpoken 
ſemb!.Annot. of by Afoſes in the ſecond Chapter of Geneſis, to our obſer- 
on Gen. C:3.9- ying the Lords day 2 That was appointed to be kept on the ſe. 
wk venth and laſt day of the week ; this is kept on th#, firſ# day 
of the week : That was the day in Which G O D reſted from his 

|  Workof (reation(g);This is the day in which GOD began to create 
g) Gen. 2.7 Jy, beaven and the earth-(h) : That was our Satarday ; This is our 
«Bros ke Sunday. THE1R ſecond proof for the Morality of the Lords 
Day is, from the fourth Commandement ; where they ſeek to 

corrupt the very Text, and would perſwade us that for T HE 
\ The Praflice ſeventh day we muſt read A ſeventh day; (5) as if GOD did not 
p Dey Prin. there ſet apart a certain day of the week, but left it co man to 
ted by R. T. p. keep which of the ſeven he pleaſed, Unto which we anſwer,that 
269.R, Byfxid, this conceit is not only againſt the letter of all our Tranſlations, 
DoFrine 0118 but even repugnant to the ſenſe of the Commandement ; For 
_— þ-1'% the words arc expreſſe, that GOD bleſſed and hallowed the Sab- 
n bath day, that ſabbath day was the ſeventh day that ſeventh day 
was the day in which GOD reſted from his (ixe dayes Work of Crea- 

k) Compare 210, (k) Nay,grant it were true (as theſe men would have)that 
Exo0d.20.10, Ehis Special Precept dots exattly oblige us, & that no particular 
11, with'Gen. day of the ſeventh was by GOD appointed to be kept holy;then 
Z, 2, 5. may we ſetapartMunday orTueſday,or any other day to GODS 
ſervice,as. well as Sunday;& ſo by their own argument,the Lords: 

day is no more Moral then any other day of the week, Tyz1R 

third proofe is from the title or xame Lords day, which (ſay they\ 

cannot be for any other reaſon, but becauſe it ts of the Lords inſtit#« 

ten, (1) We anſwer, this is falſe ; For the Lords day is not fo 

F6,- pos called, becauſe it was 5»ſtituted by the Lo:d, but becauſe it is de- 
Sabbath. p 123, 4icated to the Lord;as we commonly ſay,Saint aries Church,or 
Dies Dominica. Saint Peters Church ; which no man did ever imagine,were built 

1,3-c.5.P-24 or founded by Saint c Mary, or Saint Peter. 

And now, Brethren, Te that love the Lord Zeſus and his truth, 

know,that for your ſakes theſe things are written; and be ye ex. 


horted ſeriouſly to weigh 8& confider the premiſles with the fol. 
: | F lowing 


- 


(9) 6 


Bep , © 


lowing Treatiſe, Give nt heed to ſedacing Spirits and aoftrines of 


devils, who command to- abſtain from meats, (m), which GO D 
hath created to be received of them Which believe, and know 
the truth, (») Dayes there muſt be to GOD S ſervice, and 
certain'y, zt is more Worthy of praiſe, and more profitable to ſan- 
Aifie theſe which the anc. ent, Apoſtalique, and purer Chureh did alſ+ 
accuſtomejto. [arnttifie.(s) Wherefore let us keep to the old paths, 
where # the good Way, and Walks therein ; (p ) and whenſoever 
oportunity ſhall be given, let us allas men of oye heart, and 


one ſoul, (q) humbly Petition the Thrice- High, (r) and Thrice. W 


Honourable (s) Conrt of PARLIAMENT, to take theſe points 
into debate, and by AN ACT To EsTaBLisH TarsE 
STRicT AND Dus OBsxzRvaATION Os TrhosEt ANN1- 
VERSARY FEASTS WhHhicnh ARE ENTiITULED BY 


m) Holy ddyes 
are 45 mcat or 
drink... ol. 2.46, 
n):iTim.4.1,z 
0) Z3nch, in 
precept de dicbys. 
Feſtis.q. 2. 
The. 2. 

The Feaſts, of 
Chriſfts Nativi- 
ty, of Eaſter, of 
hicſontide, 
&c, are Compiie 
tutions of the 
ancient primi« 
tive Church. 
R Byficld, in 


Our SAV1OuRs NAME:S0 ſhall theCuſtomes and Honour of b% Dogrine 
the ancient, pure & ApoſtolickChurches be preſerved;the ſolemn 
dayes for GODS worſhip be encreaſed;the charge of inconſtan. 
cy, & fickleneſs in our profeſlion be diſproved;the fear of falling 
«+ into Atheiſm be ſupprefſed;the Jewiſh and ſuperſtitious elteeme 
$a - Of the Lords day be abated ; our Chriſtian liberty maintained ; 


the mindes and conſciences of the moſt, and belt part of chis 
Nation be ſatisfied ; our Vowes and Declarations of Reforming 


| according to the word of GOD,and the example of the beft Reformed 
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Churches be performed : And, bleſſed, yea bleſſed for ever (hall 
they be that wiſh well to Sion, and build up the Walls of Feruſalem. 


Halelu-Fah. 


of the Sabbath, 
P 134. 

pd) Jer. 6,16, 
q) AQs 4-3 2+ 
r) Crompt. fu- 
riſd. of Courts. 
P. I. 2. 


{ ) Plowden; 


Com.fol.3 88, 
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— —  S36I-108-h; 
The Occaſion aud Method of this Treatiſe. - 


Ver finee the eſtabliſhment of a» »»5form; 
; | ; unfermity of NDS | 
wa wir one Publick Service in theChnrch 3) Anno Dom.1 562, 
© 5 »glana,(b) many zealous and godlyMini- 3; A 
S ers have from time to time greatly bewai- b)Sce the AQts before 
| FP led the increaſe of Seftaries,(c)QueenE!; che Common-Frayer 
beth, finding that no admonitions nor threats could fi 0:08 OO 
their bitter and envenomed tongues, was roars = ” forte pie _ 
bp | tad . Pag.4,5,14. Ro 
niſh them; King famesafter a judicions and patient hal irm Aries rhe al f 
2 gps ”_ om / ender objettions, (e) enjoyned them to wk. Ts E F 
orme, and by 7 if FO 
frees ”y y Eccleſiaſtical cenſures reſtrained the diſobe. Trad, of the 
But now, it is Er ; Bible ro K.Tames, 
_— A RIB nn yn ore oof d) Anno Dom. 5931 
| 3 1 0at tempeſt of railing and diſgraces the Aprit 10, | 
heap upon thoſe Who croſſe their fickleneſſe With confFant vi 7  e)See the Conference 
cations, aſſertings of the true deftrine of faith &- life: vindi-' ac Hampton Court, 
by they verifie that of "Hl Jewhere- [7 trogans. War. 
- y nat 0 S. Paul, (g) Evil men aud ſedycers 1593: Pcoclam. 16. 
a waxe Worſe ard worſe, aeceiving and bring deceived. OO PS 
t wakes me (faith x noted divine) * to pity this great g) 2 Tim. 3-13. | 
. and fanoous City, When I beholdaCollLuvies, A WY Es 
Ran2zLEBOrALL OPIN S, A VERY inbis Treatiſe, entt- 
. add Þ L UPI NION $,-and ſuch a gong ad tuled,Cbrifts counſel 
wing, touching at,and ſaplings off from the land of npright- © his languiſhing 
neſſe, one weeks thu ts a trmhb, and almoſt au Article: the next Churdh of Sardis, . 
Vie oo OY TL VS: 


(12) 

week it 35 no ſuch 52atter,but ſome other thing 14 the right, And 
eruly, what elſe can be expefted, whillt men doe ſe their 
bi Par 5. 16 liberty, not as the ſervants of God, but for a cloak of malici- 
rt Pet. 2, 16, , ; Ser ate” By | 
c) Permiſcent refa on/neſſe ; (b) intermixing and ſowing the tares of errout 

perverfis ; ut offen- and diviſion with the ſeeds of rrath and peace ? (Cc) 
dendo bona , auditores Take a ta{t of their new, fi:ry-new Divinity. They ſay, 


ad fc trahant ; & 
exhibtads mate, (a- that the Church of England hath not the Sacraments duly ad- 


recite cos pefie cor- miniſtred,vor the Word truly preached,and 10 Wants the marks 
runpane, Greg, Mag of a trne” Chnrch, (d) They deny the Baptiſme of Infants to 
Moral. l. 5. c.11, be lawiull. (e) They call the Zitargse and Publick ſervice 
Erroy per ſeipſum gf guc Church rank Atheiſme, a proud inverghling firumpet,a 


non oftcnditur, ne de. 


Pig Curſed Maſſe of ſuperſtition, fall of ſerpents, bathed in the blood 
_ Oe. * of bozzes, nd eftates;the reliques or leavings of the Po- 
Hzret. in Pcocemio. piſh dregs ; not the Fkump or limb; but the head of the Dragon, 
d) Proteftation pro» 9g better then the conjuring or jnoling of Magicians : (f) The 
reſted, pag,s. Charafter of Antichrift or eAntichriftianiſme, (g) They ſay 
e) See Mr. Sper. that a ſer form of Publique Prayer i in branch of Po- 
ries true ſubjeAt 0 que Prayer is 4 w34in branch of Po 

Baptiſme. pery: (h) yer we find that ſer formes of Prayer have ever 
f) The. Anatomy of been uſcd and approved in Gods Church. (5) They ſay, 
the Service-bookes that the thirty nine Articles of our Church-are ſtuffed with 


_ by 9 oT3oaT73 Popery and Arminianiſme : (k) and they have ſo vilifed the 


o) Proteftation pro booke of Homilies, that the very name of them is unto the 
refted, pag.7. vulzar become contemptible. Whence it is too too evident 
b) Proteft. ibidem, (let them make what pretence they pleaſe) that rheir aime 


rigs hee? Sa is to confound-and root out our Religion. - For (as. 24y. 


#Chron.16. 7. unto- Prynne hath well obſerved) the whole body of our Religion 
verſe 37. Plal.44. & # included in our Common- Prayer Bookegour Articles,and our 


| Big. & 92. &.102.35 Homilies. (|) 


appeareth by the ti» Ny marvailthen,if Tus v refuſe to celebrate the Nati. 
tles of thoſe Pſalmes. 


Joel 2.15. Lukas, 2727 of Crit; who (by their own confeſſions)have revolced 
Juſt Marte Apol. 2, from the Church of Chriſt; who diſgrace, hate,ſlander, and 
Tertul, adverſ.gentes, perſecute (m) the moſt Octhodoxe, the moſt eminent, and 


6af Pe H vit. chiefeſt of all the Reformed Churches, the (hurch of Eng- 
on. 1.4.C,18. pag. ve | 
zo06,Calv.ad OR. lazxd. (n) No marvaile, if Th E Y. revive thoſe Id, rotten 


Angl ep. 87, Muſcul. in Pal. 65. The booke of Hom. Tom.2z. Hom;g pag.138.' Dr. Preſton 
in his Sermon ſtyled, The Saints daily exerciſe. (k) Saltmarſh his Exeminast.of Mt -Faullers Ser- 
mon, pag. 2.{(l) A ſurvey of Cogens Cour.Devor. inthe Epiſt. Ded. (m) Gal, 4, 29: (n). Sec 
Mr, Smjtþs Treatiſe, called, Gods Arrowes againft Avbeifts, Chap.ult, © © 
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(13) 
errours of the PzTROBRVSIANS (d), (zffirming ; that d) Invita Bernard» 
Chriſtians ought not to keep or obſerve Feaſts who have a long \3'&5* 
time endeavoured to bring in all manner of Hereſies and 
Schiſmes. and conſequently Atheiſme, which in milder ſpeech e) Videl.de Arcan: 
# called Libertiniſme (e). No marvaile, if they rejeRthe Armin-l.1.c.1. 
tradition of our Church touching the day of our Saviours f) Th Lords Projer 


Nativity, who dare wilfully and impiouſly rejeR (f) that =» «$9; 


moſt abſolute, moſt excellent, moſt Divine(g) Prayer ; which, g) Divino and artifi< 
Gods word recordeth (þ),was tanght the Diſciples even by cio conftans. Pola. 
our Saviour himſelfe. Synt. Theol,l. 9. caps 


Now for the perfeR diſcovery of the perverſnefſe,grofſe 57: >< allo Bithop 
miltakes,and ignorance of theſe men ; and alſo for the full —_ BT Taag, 
and cleare vindication of our Church from this foule aſper- prayer. 
fon of maintaining a ſuperſtitions Novelty (5) ; we (hall ſet b) Luke 11. 2, 


_ down theſe two Poſitions, i)<Quia ifti diſſerunt 


FIRE ; : | & diiputant neſcio 
quas rmp19s novitates, etzam Of Nos (Ecclefiz Anglicanz filios) conantur arguere, quod aliquod 
novumdicamus. Auguſt. de verb. Apoſt, Serm. 14. | 


1, I hat Chriſtian Magiſtrates may 
lawfully conſtitute and ordaine 
Feaſt-dayes or dayes of ſolemne 
Thankſgiving ; and require O. 
bedience unto ſuch Conſticuri. 
ONS. 


2. F hat theChurch of England doth 
upon juſt & good grounds cele- 
brate the Nativiry Oe Our 

 Loxp,on the 25. day of Decemb. 


In the diſcufling of the latter Poſition, we (ball ſhew ; 
I, The ſeverall names and titles of this Feaſt, - , 
ms a 


« b 


, * _ 
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(14) 
2. That the Feaf7 of the Nativity is grounded upon the 
Scriptures. 

3. That this Feaſt was duly Celebrated by the Chriſtians 
1nall apes. 4 

4, That our Saviour was borne on the 25, day of De. 

cember. | 

5, The worke of the day. 
After which,we ſhsll-(God willing) conclude with a pa: 
- theticall exhortation'unto the truz ſonnes of the Church of 
England, | "i 


—_— 


ant S$nctionll. 
T hat Chriſtian 1Aagitrates may lawfully conſtitute aud ordaiy 
 Feait.daies, or dates of ſolemn Thanſgiving, a4 require. 
obedience unto ſuch Conſtitutsons. | 


"He truth of the former part of this Polition (to wit, 
4 That (briſtian Magiſtrates may lawfully conſtitute and. 
ordaine Feaſt. dayes) # cleared by foure reaſons. © 
THz Fir 5$T Reaſon.T hey that by Gods Word have psWer 
b» limit things indifferent, may lawfully conſtitute Feaſt-daie:, 
Becauſe Feaſt-daies are in themſelves things indiffcrent, as 
S. Paulteltifi:th(F) He that regardeth a day,regardeth it un. 
to. the Lord ; and he that regardeth not the day to the Lord he 


% 


aoth not regard ite" 


But Chriſtian Magiſtrates by Gods word have power to limit 
things indifferent (*) For the power given unto Magiſtrates 
*1 Cor.14.40, by Gods Word\(a) is not over ſuch things as are preciſely 


Res adig nt que ade . 7 
> DB —_ jou commanded or forbidden by God (6b), 


ecpte, nee vetite ſunt. Theref ore Chriſtian Magiitrates may laWfully conſtitute: 
Polan.Syntag. Theol. Feaſt-aaies, Tu | | 

lib, 6.C, g8, Becan, loc, com. 33. ſe& 13.8 15; (4) Mat, 17. 27.8 chap. 22.21, Rom. 13... 
lz 2, 3, 43 5, 6,7. Heb. 13.17, 1 Pet, 2.17. (b) Precepts bumane ſunt determinationcs cir- * 


{ Rom. 14,6. 


cumBlantiarum neccſſarie & ntiles- ad {cruandy pracepta moralia prime vel ſceuude Tabula, Urtin. 4. i 


explicat, Catecher, part 3. queſt; 96. 


' Tz Sz cond Reaſon, They that ſet apart ſp-ciall 
£mes to meditate on the goodneſle of Gov inChriſt 7e/u, 
has  * 


(15) 


2nd to render thankes for the ſatne, doe that which is law- <c) Mr. Perkins _ 
Comment. on the 


full (). | Galatians aV.24; 
Feftorun veteris Teftamenti genus, quod morale et neturale eft, abrogatum in novo non a nemt- 
rum homo deputer aliquod tempus vitz ſuz ad vacandum Divinis 3 ſed ſpecies rantum, , qud- 
renus fea ita expreſſo mandatoDei ad certas circumftaxtias remporum determinaia et alligata erants 
ſub peccato mortali et pena damnationss, Hoſpin, de orig.feſt. Chriſtian.c. 1» 


But Chriſtian Magiſtrates when they conſtitute Feaſt. 
dayes, ſet apart ſpeciall times to meditate on the goodneſle 


"ar We _ of God in Chriſt Jeſus, and to render thankes for the. \ 


ſame (4), | | | - 3b rp $ynt3g. 
TE - . T £OL, 5.C:Z5. ; | k 
Therefore Chriſtian Magiſtrates when they conſtitate ,,.,- Synopl, inthe 


Feaſt-dayes, doe that which is lawful. FRE 9,generall controver: 
Tux Tn1RD Reaſon, Intime of Gods extraordinary tic, queRt.7.p-494, 


Judgements upon a Nation;Chriſtian Magiſtrates may law- 495- & quzlt. 8p. | 


fully conſtitute extraordinary daies of ſolemn mourning, or 506.Fulk.annot. Ae | 
ocalyp .I. (e&, 6. 


Falt-daics (e). , :48Y 
Therefore (by the rule of contraries) in times of Gods ex- TE kT 

traordinary bleſſing upon a Nation, Chriſtian Magpaates 364, : 

may lawfully conſtitute extraordinary dayes of ſolemne ©) Judg, to. 26: 


| Ny I Sam.7.6,. 2 Chron... 
g-+* ba a s | 
thankſgiving, or Fealt-dayes 20.3.Ezra 8, 21,22, 


Tar Fovk T n Reaſon, That which may be lawfully ;; 
obſerved,may bz lawfully ordained, x "= vega; rlrb-Gpehly 
But Fealt daies may be lawfully obſerved. For our Sa- 15.Mar.6.16,17,18., 


viour kept not onely the legall Feaſts (f) ; but the feaſt of 7 Cor.7.5, 


Dedication (g) which Judas Maccabers inſtituted (b). The þ PO RE R 


Apoſtles alſo obſerved Feall-daies (:); and Saint Pan! faith, "wg S 
That he hafted if it Were peſſible for hins to be at Fernſalem the F) Ms Ke 


day of Pentecoſt (k\, And in another place, 7 muſt by all 7) ARs 2.1. 1 Cor. 
meanes keep this Feaſt that commeth in feruſalem(l), | AVAS — 
Therefore Fealt-daics may be lawfully ordained. 1:0 teh; 


AQs 18,21, _ 


7 Seeing thenthat Chriſtian Magiſtrates may juſtly and law- 
£2 fully conſtitute Fealt-daies,it followes undeniably that they. 
WP 147 require obedience unto ſuch conſtitutions : for they are the 
* Miniſters of God, and beare not the ſword in vaine (m ), Tea 
we mult zeeds be ſubjeft, not onely for wrath, but alſo for Con« 
ſcience ſake, Men are bonnd by God in their Conſciences (ſaith = 


| (16) 
a) Ad juftas leges Ameſins) toobſerve the juſt laWves of men in aquſt manner (a) 


obſervand as obligantuy T he neglcet of obe dienc fe ( ) 


homincs it conſctentiis ſuis 2 Deo, Ameſ.caſ.conſc.lib. :cap. 2. (b) Harum legum obed:;entia neceſſa- 
' rio preſtatur, ncc fine offenſrone Dej neglegitur proprer ipſum mardatum Magiſgratuum,Urhin. xplicar, 
Gatechet.quaſt, 96, 'T | 


Here three ObjeRions are commonly brought. 


TusB FirsT Ovj:Mion is taken out of the words of 
Saint Paul to the Galatians ; After that ye have knows God, 
(faith he) or rather are knoWne of Goa, how turne ye againe to 

the weaks and beg garly elements,whereunto you defire aguine to 
be in bondage ? ye obſerve daies, and monethes, and times, and 
yeares; I am afraid of you, leſt T have beſtowed upsn you labour 
in vaine (c). Where the Apoltle ſeemes to- condemne the 

obſervation of all daies whatſoever. | 

Taz Anſwer, Theſe words mult not be underſtood in 

4) AQs 20.16; ſo large a ſenſe; forthen the Apoſtle ſhonid condemae 
i Cor. 5.8. & 16,89, hiMſclfe in obſerving Feaſts ( d), and alſo all good Chri- 
c) Rom, 1446+ ſtians in obſerving daies mnto the Lord (e); which were im- 
pious to imagine, and implies a contradiion : Bat (as 
Auguſtine, ferome, Theodoret, Bruno, Z anchy,and others ex- 

-pound wo place) he reproveth the Galatians for obſerving. 

| _ daies after that Jewiſh /uperſtious manner (f), giving reve- 
Do. nl '"”" rence unto ron 8), as f they had beene cxpreſly - com- 
ad Adamant. cap.16, manded by God ; whereby they brought themſelves #-der 
Theodoret, Buno ghe Law , and were entangled apaine With the yoke of bons 


in dd. locutn. | 
Non. fimpliciter abro- ag e (). 


gati ſunt dies fefti, ſed tantum ex parte, quatenus legales erant, tg per Moſen populo Tſraclitico pre- 
ſeripti. Zanch. in 4. pracepr. de dicbus Fcltis,q.1. Hookers Eccleſ. Polic.l. 5. ſe. 70. 
g) Nos 26n ſemiliter.obſervamus non enim calendas colimus, nec dits feftos, ficut illi in luxuria & © 
epulks, ſed in fncerizate atima op;zlamur, Hieron. in Epiſt. ad Gala, c.4. (b) Galat. 4. 21:49' 5.1. 
Tas Sz cond ObjeRion is, That the Magiſtrates. 

Pans ' Power of making things indifferent to become neceſſary, 
deſtcoyes Chriſtian liberty, #2 Which we are. commanded by 


) Gali4;9,10, 11, 


7) Galat.g. 1: the Apoſtle to fand faft (3). Therefore ſuch power is unlaw-' .&! j 


fall, 


Taz Anfi 77 Neceſlity is two. fold; External, Iaternal. 
- TY - 


(17) 

The Magiltrates - power neither does nor can make things 
indifferent to become abſolutely neceſſary i» themſelves : 
For that were to deſtroy the Liberty Wherewith Chrift hath 
made us free (a). But the Magiſtrates power makes things. a)As t 5. 9, to, 28. 
indifferent to be neceffary in reſpeR of external neceſſity, Rom 14.14.1Cor.3. 
for the avoiding of the contempt of authority, and for the ſhan- ke: pb 1 oe 

: IHE ys . 4, 5. Coloſffi, 2, 16, 
ning of ſcandall or offence (6). And in this, our Chriſtian Li- | M1,ger perkins 
berty does net confilt ; For in all things indifferent GoD Comment,on the 


colnmands uz to yeild obedience unto the Magiltrate (c), Galar. Cap.5. | 
| | Willets Sywopfes 9. 


generall controverfie,q.7.page 495. Becan. loc. Commun, 33. SeR. 15. Obligant tantum ſcar- 
dali & contempias ratione. Hoſpin, de orig, Feſt, Chriſtian c, 2, Wolleb, Theol. Chriſtiane 
l, 2.C. 7. Se&t. 14.(c) ARionsindifferenc in the caſe of offence, ceaſe to be indifferent, and 
come under ſome Commandment of rhe Morall Law. Perkins caſes of Con|.l.1.c.5.SeR.5. 
 Tunz TainDd Objedion.Feaſt-daies are Holy-daies(d): 4) inthe endof the . 
- But no- Magiſtrates can make Hoſy.daies : (becauſe ro [an- org , 
Flifie dates or make them holy, ts the priviledge of Goas Vine. I 
power(e), Therefore no Magiſtrate can make Feaſt-daies, 4) Perth Aſſembly 
Tre Anſwer, Tis trus ; no Magiſtrates can ſo ſan@ifie refured, p.66,57, 68 
daics unto holy uſes, as ts 5mpoſe then upon the Church neceſ- f) Gompare Gen.2. z 
| farily and perpetnally to be obſerved of all and every Chriſtian, ?* wk ap ry : 
under Pain of damnation of ſoul and body:For this z the privie = ox (409, 
ledge of Goas poWer{ f ),Bure Chriſtian Magiltrates,s their oWn 
Dominions,have authority from:God to ſanRific or appoine 


days unto holy uſes, ſo chat the ſnare of abſolate neceſſity be not 


met - laid upon mens coyſciences (g), Wherefore Feaſt-daics are 


Holy-daies, not in themſelves, (by a quality of holineſſe inhe- 

rent,ana under the Paine of the great curſe (h) to be obſerved, 

as the Papiſts [fondly imagine /s) but in reſpe& of their g) Mogo confeientiss 

holy uſe. In which ſenſe alſo, the Temple, the Water in Ba- abſolute _ 

| . « ques non injicidtur, 

4 ho E "og and Wine at the Commmnion, aro of ten cal Wolleb.Theol ny 
0 | ſtianz, ibidem, 

h, ava, Fe 5m, Oal. 1, 8,9. (4) Concil, Trident, Sefl. 7, Can.1z, Bellarm:: cap, 10. 

propolſ. 2, Apoc.z. Se. 6. Rhemiſt, Apoc. 1. Se&, 6. (k) Auguſt. queſt . 57, ſuper Levit. 

Baſil. Moral. Reg. 30. Urſin. explicat, catechet. quzſt. 77; & queſt. 122, SeR, a, Wilkes 


W Synopl. pag. 494. - R A \ 


Thus much for the farſt Poſition. We coms now unto the 
ſecond, (to wit, That the (hurch of England doth wpon juſt 
and good grounds celebrate the Nativity of our Lord on the ch 
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(18) 
day of December) which will evidently appeare, when the 
forementioned particulars are diſcuſſed and proved. 


SECTION III. 
The ſeveral names and titles of this Feaſt, 


(a) 771 £2201. 0:35 Teh and excellent were the titles which the Chriſtian 

arbgumros Mia ye | Churches gave unto this Feat, r 
VETSWS The Greek or Exſterne Church called it, 1. ©:09z2114, vel 
Greg. Naz. Orat.38. ;,payin Gods appearing ; becauſe God appeared unto men 


mers omg by the Nativity (a); or (to uſe the Apoſtles. phraſe) Goa Was 


ed 2oancod.dy manifeſted in the fleſp (D): TOE 
nerd dhe 2, Em1gavic; (c) THs appearing xe] ifoylu ; implying 
£ Nz Oat. inS. that this appearing excelled all other whatſoever, But here 
Lumin. Chryſoſt. two things are worthy to be noted : The one is, that the 
Hom. de Epiph. Do. Churches in E£gypr,becauſe they eclebrated Chrifts Birthand 
ls Thebit ; "oi alſo his Baptiſme, upon one and the ſame day, called both 
E iabeniornm appella- thoſe Feaſts promiſcuouſly, Epiphania (d). The other is, 
2joxem accommodatum That the Moderne Churches have through uſe and cuſtome 
in e/£gypto fuiſſe a4 of ſpeech, reſtrained the word Epiphany, unto the Feaſt 


a Gs commonly called, Z'elfth day :- which is celebrated in me- 


liem Babtiſn; Chris Mory of the miraculous appearing of a Starre (e); by the lea. 
yy —_— bs ding Whereof, God did manife$t his onely begotten Sonne {0.the 
utrumg; femul die ſo: Genfiles (f). 


lemni celebrarunt. x IE.” t | : | 
Magdeb.C ent.4,c.6. 3. Teredaia 5% colngO (8) The Birth dzy of T H B Sa- 


Beroald. chro. 1,4.c.2, 9%? * 


SG renulnd. 46 toeld wiyts ©, a) macdv fs fog wilesmoars (b); The 


£0-, Mat. 2,7, £tater Feaſt, and the Mother or chief of all Feaſts. 
mY See the Collea/ The Eatine or Welterne Church called-it, 1. Dies Nati. - 
Epiſtle and Goſpel witatzs (1) The day of THE Nativity, by way of eminencie - 


for the Feaſt ofthe , and dienitv, l 
Bplphang nd dignity 


| 2. Lumiwnaria, the Feaſt of light; becauſe they uſed many. 
g) ot yok _ Lights and Candles at this Feaſt : or rather, IT Chriſt, 
Panegyr.in S. the light of all lights, :har zrue Light ( k) then came into the 
Philogonium. world. koh | Oy, "TR 
f) Amb Serm.12,135 2, Dies natalie Domini (1) vel Natalitia Dowii, The 
Joh Birth aa of our Lord, IB "ny 
, o 


he --— 


(19) 
The Church: of £agland, as ſhe is ſeated inthe W , 
ſhe imitates. the Latts, fiyling this Feaſt ihr p hey Fry a) wy hey 
The Nativity of Chriſt, or Chriſtmas day.(a), The fignifica. See Prijer Þ films and 
* tion of which word, Chrifmas,becauſe the name is by ſome Leſſme in he Booke: .. 
 muchexcepted againſt, we ſhall briefly unfold, of Common Prayer. 
'' The word 7/aſſe withont all queſtion 'comes from thi b) Bucao.loc.com.48, 


Latine word 71iſſ« :- but whether 4;ſſa be derived from RT” 


the Hebrew tongue, or be a Litine word corrupted, is no: c) NI313 NOD 
ſmall controverlie (6). Oblationem ſpontenc#s 
| They that derive 2s from the Hebrew, conceive that Deur. 16. 10, 
43 it comes from NC fſab; which ſignifies a» ob/ation or of- Evyoyuuc his 
ma fering (c); andis framed by adding the letter unto the meffimur; ot pos 
end-of DD-x word ſignifying Perſonal ſervice or tribnte (d). Rerioe.vex Hebraics, . 
They that account iſa to-be a Latine word tbrrupted, rica ubjicitur, Cor 
conceive that the Fathers uſed ir in ſtead of I1://7o, which ſule Varabli Annors 
fenifies a ſending aWay : For in antient times when the L:. & Tranflat. Genes * 
t#rgy or Publique ſervice was ended (ec), and the Commu: ig rob @ 
nicants addrefied them(elves to- be parcakers of the Lords 7 pig raft A 
Supper, it was x cultome (asit is unto this day)-to ſend away, e) Poſt — wi 
the-younger ſort, ſuch as were not yet fully inſtraRted and publican. Urkn, NF 
Catechiſed (f).Hence it cameto paſſe, that Ha was taken Plicat. Carech:r, | 2 


for, and ſiznfied the Lords Super ; and ſo a ſacrifice,an ob- queſt, 75. ſe. 1, 


I _ ; . J)Ambreepilt lib 5; 
Iztion or offering. 1. B:caule the Lords Swpper is an Euchari- epiſt. 33. gory Miſos 


Fficallſacrifice;being a folemne remembrance and celebrati- Carechumenis. Aug, de 
on of the Propitiatory ſacrifice of Chriſt. 2. Becauſe in th& Temp.Serm.z Xn -q 
Fords Supper we preſent our bodyes a living ſacrifice, holy, ac- 8) Rom. £3 
ceptable unto God (g).3.Becauſe when the: Lords Supper is ce- ” on 944 3g 
lebrated,we offcr up almes-for the relicf of the needy.mem- Ef ot 12M . 
bers of Chriſt ; which is a kind of ſpirituall /acrifce (b). 90 "per jc ; 
We ſee then however the derivation of the word iſa Þ Þ © offerimus, be- 
may be diſputed, yet on both ſides it is agreed, . that the ſ1g- nefaciendo egents Chres 
nification thercof is a ſacrifice, an oblation, Or offering.And if "rL04em.cha PIG 
ſo, why may not the day. -on which we ſol:mnize Chriſts i) He: 3 {A eff- 
Birth, be properly and fitly. called {hriftmas day ; it being a *PunciareEvangeltum, 
day full of Offerings,full of Sacrifices (i)unto CLr;f?Oa this Orig. in Epiſt.ad 


day we offer np Fpirituall ſacrifices (k) : we offer ſacrifices of Rey JAY. jo 

- Noe | &/ 3" 
Y%*Atov 78 O58. Rom..I5.16. Tp/um mihi ſecerdotum ,c lica inare* CC 
{are oblatiewm, Chryſolk. in Egift 3d Rom.Ho -4 4, oa Wwe evangelixere: hanc of- 


T3 praiſe. 


RET | F, 


PLIES 4: , praiſe (a):we offer ſacrifices of thankagiving (b); we offer ſa: 
a) Heb. 13 15; crifices of joy (c){; we offer ſacrifices of riohteouſue(ſe (d) ;ang 
b) Pal. IO7, 22, & "E3-4 . I Wn 9 L h FE-4 't5 A . l ] d | 
116. v7 the Scriptures| teil us, With ſuch ſacrificesGod i wel pleaſea(e), | 
Amos 4+ 5. (c) PÞſal. 27.6. (d) Deut, 33+ 19. Plal, 4. 5, & FI. 19. (c) Heb. Iz, 16. - 


hs 


— 


— 


: SECTION IV, 
That the Feaſt of the Nativity 7 grounded npon the Scriptnres, 


He Scriptures, as well the Old as the New Teſtament 
>” $4 zbundantly ſet forth the great eſtceme we ought to 
rn $2 "Upon have of the Birth-dey of Chriſt. = 
which Text read Go D promiſed thi day, when He ſai1 unto the Serpent, 
Biſhop Axarews The ſeed of the woman ſhall brniſe thy head (a). 


Serm. and the Anno- | ' f wh | 
aloof the Aﬀſai The Patriarch Abrahams (faith our Saviour) rejoyced to ſee 


£5 this aa nf 

tx fowrgce The Patriarch 7acob foretold thi day, ſaying, The Scepter 
See The Scriptures ſhall not depart from Judah, ror a Law-giver from between his 
Harmony, 5, hhoagh feet, untill SH1 LOH {that is, CHR1ST) come (b). | 
c) <Qped dreogequa't? The Prophet 1/aiah markes out this day as a ſpeciall (c) 


. 3 quodl res, Que —— 
yrs Has 3h, and wonderfull day ; BEHOLD, a Virgin ſhall conceive aud 
cft praſtanticr alia. beare a Sonne, and ſhall call his name Immannell (a). Nay, fo 


Hoſpin.de orig.Felt, rayiſhed is he with the conſideration thereof, that he re- 
Chriſtian. cap. 2. 


ro ue joyces with the Chu:ch, as if the day of Chriſts Birth were 
e) If: 3 Pee] then come : The People (faith he) that Walked in darkyeſſe, 
f) Zech, z. 8.10, have ſeen a great light:they that aWwell in the land of the ſhadoW 


$) 698 ”- A of death,upon them bath he ſhined. They joy before thee, accora 


c qu0 ding to the joy in harveſt, as men rejoyce when they divide the 
al joel yp Spoule, For unre us a ( hild 1's born,unto 1 4 Son 1 4 given (ce). 
"men ut Ifa,4.2. Ger- Lo the Prophecy of Zechariah (t), Thus ſaith the Lok D. 
men Domini; & Jer, of Hoſts, BE HoLD 1 will bring forth my Servant (Chriſt) the 

33.15 Sermon Da- BRANCH{ g). 1n that day ſpall ye call every man hi neigh« 

Mocy Quibus 7 . bour under the vine, and under the figgeetree. For at the Birth | 
' Chaldzus Paraphr. Of 0u#r Saviour the Prince of Peace, there was peace through- ll 
Vertir Meſſiam, Vatab. out the whole world (b). | | 

in dic, locum, 

þ) Iſa. 2.4. & 9.69 ,8. & 11 6,7,8,6,10 Paul.Ocoſ.lib.6.c.21,Tfidor.Peluſiota. 1.4. Ep.203; 

Natali Domini, Natatk eff packs. Leo, Mag.in Solemn.Nat, Ser. 6. cap, 5. ViR. Strigel.Schols 
Hiſtin Chro.Mclan&.l, 2.de 3.Mon.p.419 Func,Gbro,fol. 91,Gencbr,Chro.plg7y, 
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(21) EN 

This day the Apoſile calls the fulneſſe of time(s);when the 5) 73 mhiguud 7 

day came, men and Angels were filied with unſpeakable joy ye5v3. Gal. 4. 4+ 

| and admiration, Be HoLD, (/aid the Angel of the Lord unto Hm & a _ 
the Sh:pherds) I bring you good tydings of great joy which ſhall Dei, qui in Proph 


; . #8 . quidem pracondvit, quz 
be unto all people. For unto you ts born Tris DAY inthe City & age efset aduontits 


. of David, a Saviour which s CyHRi$T The LORD, And Domini, in ſenioribus 
ſuddenly there Was With the Angel a multitude of the heavenly autem mierpretatus E 
hoſt praiſing God ,and ſaying,Glory to God in the higheſt, ard on bene, qua bene propice - 


| tata fucrant : ipje & 
earth peace, good will towaras men (k). -1 wy 'Qolis þ 


vit plenitudinem temporum adoptionts veniſie, & proximaſſeregnum Celorum, Of inhabitarc intra h0- 
mines credentes in cum qui ex Firgine natza i, lmmanuel.Iren. adverſ, Herel.l.3 cap. 25, k Luke. 


2,10,11,13,14, 

Having. then the Patriarchs, Prophets,the people of GoD, 
and the very Angels themſelves. for an example of our re- 
goycing at the day of Chrilts Birth :.it is agreeable to the 
Word of God, and manifelily grounded thereon, that the 
Feaſt or day of onr Savionrs Birth, ſhould bz celebrated 


Fi h ' withall poſſible joy and publiqus thankſgiving unto God. 


_— 
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| SECTION V/ 
That this Feat was duly celebrated by the Chriftians in all 
ages ; and 4 approved by all Refarmed Chnrches. 


'Hough we cannot with ſome (a) peremptorily sfficm, a) Perbibent, Apoftce 
I that the Feaſt of the Nativity was kept by the Apoſtles; 705, #t omnes iHidies | - 
yet will we not with others(b) obſlinately deny it : Becauſe 92% Servator noffer 


* 7 « . . d [ , ſets - 
the Apoſiles and other Chriſtians, as they uſed ether things in Cel os 


different, ſo alſo they freely uſed Feaſts (c), and might in pro- peregiſer myſteria,ſacri | 
bability uſe this ; it being x Feaſt obſerved in the times of «ſent, arg; apud poſtc- 
the Apoſtles, For CLEMENT , a glorious Martyr of = 056d yg96> 
Christ eſis, whom S.Parl reckons (4d) amongll his felow ,,,n religioſe colaiſſe L 
wt piſs CL d hs bo? quamdin vixiſsent. 
Cujuſmodi ſunt dies Doninict, Natali 6&6. Polyd. Virgil. de invent. rerume» lib. 6, cap. $8. 
b) Perth AſSembly refared, pag. 79, 80. (c) Apoftolict alii Chriſtiant, ut alits rebus adiaphoris, - 
114 ettam feftis libre uſt ſunt, Mag eb, Centur, lib. x, cap. 6, (d) As Euſcbiws ;aith, Eccleſ,.. 
Hiſt.lib.3.cap. 4. | | YE w” 


[shogr er: 


e)-Pkil. 4.32 | 
)-Dies Feflos agitate 


| fratres, ac primum qui= 


dem-Diem Natalk. 


Clement. Conſt. Ap 
bath, pag.167. and by 

Toung in Dies Dominica, 
in this fic Age, Why 


») Statutum eff, note 
anfle Nativiiats Do- 


min} Saluators, Litur- 
gias celebreut, & hym- 
nam Angelicum in ets 
ſolemnizer decantent, 
quoniam es eadem 
note ab Angalo paſio- 
ribus nunciatus eff, fi 
cut ipſa veritas tefta- 
tur. Teleſph mh 
cxet, Tom.1,Concil, 
pag-I117. 

þ) Luke 2. 8. unto 
verle 10. 

i) Domini natalem 
quocunque die 8. Ca- 
lend. Fan,venerit, de- 
bemu celebrare. Mag- 
deb.,Centur-2.cap-6. 
Hoſpin-de orig. Feſt, 
Chriſt, Menſ(. De- 
cemb. die 25. Theopb. 
Approved by M.Per- 
kins, 2, Vol in bis 
DemonRrat,of the 
Probleme, p.5 97. 
k) "Aldeſt Chriffi mul- 
zum defiderata et diu 
expcalata Nativitss, _ 
aeſt ſolemnitas itt- 


thyta 3 et in preſenta Salvatoris grates 
clefa. Cypr.de nativic. Chriſti, 
_ Wir, Derkins dd.lLp.492, * Vide Zanch.i 


| ( 22) 

labourers in the Goffell, Whoſe names are in the Bookes of 

life (e) writes thus unto the Chriſtian Church ; Brethrey, 

keepe diligently F caſt dayes, and truly inthe FIRST place the 
day of Chriſts Birth (f). - | 

oft. lib. 5. cap. 12. This Author is cited by Mr. Ley, in his Sundey Sab- 


Mr, R Byfeld, in his Dofrine of the Sabbath, pag. 150. and by DoRor 


pag- 82. and he is the onely Author cited by them for the Lords day 
ſhould any grtudge us ihe ſame Liberty ? 


- — 


In the ſecond apes 
From the yeare 100, unto 200, 
- TE8LESPHORUS, in his Decretall Epiltle ſaith (g) 7: z 
ordained that in the boly night of the Nativity of onr Lord and. 
Saviour, they doe celebrate Publique Church ſervices, and in 
th:m ſolemnly ſing the Angels Hywne, becauſe alſo the ſame 


epheras by an Angel, as the 


»3gbt he was declared unts the Sh 
truth it ſelfe doth witneſſe (h). | 
TrxzoPHILuS Biſhop of Ceſaren in Paleſtine, ſaith, that 
Ye OuG nr to celebrate the Birth-day of our Lord, on What | 

day ſoever the 25. of December ſhall happen (i). 
I the third age, | 

From the yeare 200, unto 300. 
CYPRIAN begins his Treatiſe on the Nativity in this 
' manner ; The much wiſhed for, and iong expefied I ativity of 
Chriſt is come, the famous Solemnity « come ; and inthe pre- 
ſence of her Savionr the holy Church throughout the World does 
render thanks and praiſes unto her Vifitour (k). From which 
words it doth molt evidently appeare, (ſaith learned Zan- 
chy) T hat the day of Chriſts Birth had been a Solemne Feſti- 
vall to the whole Church, and was ACCUSTOMED to be kept 

Holy, before that time. * A 
In the fourth age. 

From the yeare 350. unto 400, -— No 

At N1CoMED 1A (a City of Bithinia) When the Fefli- 
vall day of (hriſts Birth came , and a wnltitude of Chri- 
ſtians of all ages, had «ſſembled together in the T emple to 


et laudes viſtatori ſuo per oxbem terrarum ſana reddit Ec 


Tom.z, Aporoves by Zanchy in 4. pr#cept.q.z, Theſ. 2, and 
IQs : 


celebrate 


_ cu wy = 0 


\ 


(23) 
celebrate that Birth-day, Diocleſtan the T rant having gotten 
as it Were a fit time, and an advantageous occaſion, Whereby 
he might accompliſh his maantſſe aud fury, ſem men  * 
thither to incloſe the Temple, and to ſet it on L) Apud Nicomediam 


fire round di, 
9 all t quum nataljs Chriſti 
about, and ſo conſumed them all to aſhes,even tWenty thouſand 6 np rm od roy 


perſons (I)s ERS multitudo atatis om- 
mis, qua Chriſti nomine cenſetuy, in Templo Natalem eum celcbratura conv.niſſet, Dicclefianus tyrant = 
nu vclutt opportunum tcmpus ct lucroſam occafionem nafus, per quam ve/aniam et furorem ſuum 


adimplerct, mifis co qui templum clauderent,ct ignem circuncirca accederent ; ct fic eos omnes vigints 
millium numcrum explentes in cirerem redegit, Niceph, Hiſt, Eccleſ.1.7.c 6, 


BAS1L the Great, hath left us. one Sermon which he 
preached on Chriſts Birth. day, * = 
NZz1AMZEN in an Oration #pox the day of Chriſts Na: 
tivity, faith, [ am confiaent that the heavenly poWers doe alſo 
. this preſent day celebrate the Feaſt together, and leap exeeding* 
ly for joy ; if verily thiy be endued with the love of GoD and 
men (m). | 
rb : ROSE hath left us fxe molt Divine Sermons which 
he preached oz the Anniver(ary day of Chriſts Birth (n). 
EPp1PHANIUs recordeth this day among the folemne Feaſts 
of the (,atholique Church (0). Es 
His roME fſaith,that the day kept 19 memory of our Lords 
Nativity, ts the day on which the ancient report runnes he Was 
barne (P). | 
 _ VALENTiNIAN, Emperour of the Welt, Tyzopo 
$1Vs the Great, and his ſonne ARCADIVS, Emperours 
of che Eaſt, by Imperiall decrees authorized the Feaſt of the 


ativity (q). 
NAY Ia the fifth age. © 
From tne year 400, unto 500, 

CuRY$OSTOME hath one Homily or Sermon oz the 
day of Chriſt» Birth(r) Ma x 1 Mus Biſhop of Tours in France 
hath ſix (/). Le © the Great, hath ten (z:). CHR 1$0Lo- 
Gi:s$ one (#4), FULGENT1uS one (x), Hitherto are the 
dzics of the Pure «nd ApoFtolique Church (y)s 


* Baſil. Mag, 'Tom, Ts 
Fol.466. 


m) Virtutes celeftes 
quoque hodierno die fs- 
mul F eſtum celcbrarc 
ac latitia geftire con- 
fidoz ſr quidem homt« 
rum deiqz amo'e pre 
dite fint. Greg, Naz, 
Orat.3 vs | 
n) Ambr.Serm.12, 
I3,14,15,16,17, 

0) Epiph.libro,cui ti- 
tulus c{t, Compendi= 
aria vera dodirina de- 
fide Cathol. et Apoft. 
Ecilef. ad fin lib ad= 
verſ. Hare. 

p)Dies, qaa traditur * 
narus,Hieron, Tom. g, 
pag. 82,G, 

q) ZagaZabo, quo- 
red by Willct in his 
Synopſ,9.gen,con- 
troverſ q 8.pag 406. 
r) Vide Chryloſt. 
opera, poſt expoſit, * 
cap. 1.Lucz. | 
ſ) Vid Homil. Hye4 
malis MaximiEpilc. 


Turonenſ, (t) T eo. Mag.in ſolemnit.Nativ. Dom. (u) Chryſol.ſe&.17 2.(x)Fulgent. Hom.l.1s 
y) Eccleſiz Apoſtolice nominc ingelligo,uſq; tempora Guaſs Epiſe, Rom. An. Dom.495- Zanch.in 4. 


precept:Theſ.z,de dico.feitis, 


| Now 


(24) 
I) Fuftin Emperonr . Now that the Birth day of (hriſf was duly folemnized 
of che Eaſt, abour the f,qm the ficlt £00, yeares downward (z), even to the times 
yeate otfaivarian, us Reformation, is ascleare as the Sunne at noon day (a) :- 
523, decreed; that the Shs, F . : 
Feaſt of the holy — And therefore we (hill omit the proofe thereof, (elteeming 
. Nativity of Chriſt jr nolefſe ridiculous then unproficable, to infilt on thae 
ſhould be obſerved. whick no man denies)and come directly unto the Reformed 
ce og 'Ecdleſs t. C1,4rches , whoſe judgement and praQtice in this particular, 
4p the Magdeburg 'we ſhall faithfully deliver; that the mouches of all ſuch may 
Centuriatours ine- b2ſtopt, who under a falſe and vaine pretence of ſeeking an. 
very Century,c.6, Uniformity tn Diſcipline with other Reformed Churches (6), 
Y doe defame and endeavour to ſuppreſſe the moſt antiene 
b)Perth Aﬀſembly. nd commendable obſervation of this and. all other Feaſt. 
dayes whatſoever, 

The Churches of HE LVET1A. or Switzer-layd. Wee: 
(ſay they ) give no Way at all to Fewiſh obſervances and ſupere 
ftitions, for Ve believe not, that one day 14 more holy then ano- 
ther \, but We celebrate the Lords day, not the ſabbath, freely 
and unconſtrained. And th:ſe Churches Wwe exeedingly approve- 
of, which according to Chriſtian liberty, ave religiouſly cele- 
brate the memory of our Lords Nativity,Circamciſton,Conceps 
| tien, Paſſion, Reſurreflion, eAſcenſion into Heaven, and the 
Harmon. Conf.C, ſending doWne of the Holy Ghoſt upon bu Diſciples (c), 

Se&.16.Confel,Hel- The Churches of Bon E M1 AH, any of the ancient Ceres 
ver.policr.c-24.. _ monies (lay they) and ſuch as Were broubgt inby cuſtome, ſo 
p>, neare 4s may-be, are retained among us even at this day zof this 
| | fort be certaine daics appointed for Feaſt-daies ana Holy daics;. 

d) Confeſ.of Bohemia, as the Lords gay, the Nativity of {hriſt, &c.(d) 


chap. 1 5, The Church of Br MEN: keepes the Feltivall day of - 


refuted 5PIg+ 85 ; 8&6, 


e) Sec the ſecond Re- : we 
viſterin theend oo C175 21th (Ce) 


the Plalms, tranſlated _ The Church of AVSPVRG, As for u5 we teach that thoſe 'Y 
by Ambr, Lobwaſſer.”, traditions are not to be condemned, which command nothing as | 
7) Conf, of Auifurg, gainſs the LaWes of God, and have a civill uſe and end; namely, . * 
LH, kd tak ſuch as are ordained to this end, that things might be dent 0r 
bah, pag. 173. aerly in the (hurch,Of which ſort are the traaitions about Holy- 
* Dr. Rainolds conf. daies,the Lords daythe Nativity;e&c. (f) 
with Hart. c.8. d.2, The Churches of Savoy, PoLAND, HVNGARY; 
Vid Harm, Conti. ©ooTLAND(g)F&ANCE aud THe Low-CoueTRI 85, 

doe allow the Feaſts that belong to Chriſt ; bu Nativity, Cirs 
:  Cumiſion,Paſſion,& ce *: Fo Ok _Ths- 


in Catalogo Confeſ- 
hoanum. 


( 25)" 


The Churches of DxNnMAR&, SWEDEN, and all other 


LuTHERAN Churches, doe ſolemnly obſerve the Feaſt 


of the Nativity of Chrift, and on that. day uſe proper 
arTp of thanksgiving, made by Martin Lather him- 
clte (g). j 
The Church of GENEVA, does celebrate the day of the 
Nativity (h). | 
In FRANCE their moſt notable Preachers give the Com: 
munion on that day ; as did alſs the antient Primitive 
Charches throughont the World (i), So didthe SCoTTISH 
Church alſo for 800. ycers after Chriſt before ever it Was polius 
ted With Popery (KJ). vs 7 
Zu1NGLIUS, RcAor of the Church of ' Zarich, xc- 
counts the Birth-day of our Lord amongſt thoſe Holy-dayes, 
which he would have obſerved (1),  _ | 
 __ ZANC ny, Profeſlour of Divinity in the Univerſity of 
Heydelberg 8 an eminent Father of the Proteſtant Church, 
expreſly athi meth, Though the Church of Chr.ſt be at li. 
berty to chooſe unto her ſelfe What dayes ſhe ſhonld have to be 
[an{1ified, or ſet apart unto holy uſes ;, yet it #5 better, more 
Worthy of praiſe, and more profitable to ſanftifie thoſe which the 
Ancient the ApoStolique,and the purer Charch hath” alſo acca- 
ſtomed to ſanttifie ; Namely the day of Chriſts Birth, Paſſion, 


w 


Reſurreftion &c. (m) 


PoLANuS, Pcofeflor of Divinity in the Univerſity of Art.25. 


Baſil, placeth the Feaſt of the Nativity of Chriſt ander the 
title of The Anniverſary Feaſts of the New Teſtament which 
he dcfines to bz, Holy times appointed among Chriſtians far 
the Worſhip of God in publique ; That is, For to maintaine the 
conſent of faith emongHt themſelves by the preaching of Gods 
Word, and the uſe of the Sacraments, and With one accord to 
geeld due worſhip unto God, in the ſacrifice iof thanksgiving, 
prayers and almes (n), © 


g) See the Pſalmes, 
Hymnes,and ſpiricu- 
all ſongs of Dr. Mar- 
wn Luther, commonly 
uſed in their Chur- 
ches. 

þ) Perth Aſſembly 
refuted, pag.85, 
3) Ambrol. Serm. 17s 
Alii quotidie com- 
municant corpori &f 
ſanguini Dominzco, 
alit certi diebus acct= 
prunt ; alibi nullus 
dies intermittitur, quo 
non offeratur,alibi Sab. 
bato rantum & Domi- 
nico, alibi tantum Do- 
minico ; Etfs quid alt. 
ud hujuſmodi animad- 
verti poteft,totum hoc 
genus rerum liberas þ4- 
bet cbſervationes. Aug. 
Ep.118, 

k) Sce the life of 
111; Cowper Biſhop 
of Galloway, pag.12« 
L) Zuingl, Tom.1, 
m) Quanquem Ec- 
clefie Chriſti liberum 
eft,quos velit, dies ſebt 
ſanftificandos eligere z 
honeftius', tamen ef, 
laudabilius,atque utili» 
us, eos ſunfificare , 
quos etiam verus atqs 
Apoſtolica puriorg;Ec- 
clefia ſanttificare ſolits 
3}; nempe, Diem Na- 


zalis,Paſsionks, ReſurreAionks Chrifli, &&c, Zanch. in 4. prxcept, de diebus Feſtis,q. 2, The. 2. 8 
ſeqent. Item, in confel, Chriſt, Rel.c.25. ſe&. 30. (n) Tempora ſacra cultui dirvino inter (hrifti- 
anos deſtinata publice, ——— ad alendum fidei conſenſum inter ipſos per pradicationem-verbi dci et 
uſum Sacramentorem, ct exh:bendum unanimiter .cultum Deo debitum ju ſacrificio gratiarum aFjouk 


precum ec elcemofinarum.Polan, Syntag. Theol, 1.9.c.3 5. 


D2 


_— 


JO uN 


(26) | "= N 
6) Ex veferibus Eccle- Joun GERHARD,Pcofefior of Divinity in the'Univer?2 
fie doRoribus collegt. ſicy of Zena, hath gathered together many excellent and 
Gerbard.A pboril. godly fſentencs out of the ancient Fathers for- the furthe- 


| .& P-63« ny 
| nous An oy rance and help of our meditations on the day of Chrifts-Na« 
p) Mclarnch. Aunot. tivie (0). 


in dje Nat. Chr.par.3 And what ſhall we more ſay ? For the time would Faile | 
q Bulling,Decad.2, us to tell of 2elanfton, (p) of Bullinger, (4) of Bucer,(r) of 
Scrm-4. Urſin, (1) of Hemingius, (t) of Chytreus, (#) of Hooker, 


by A oy (Ww) of eLudrews, (x) of Boys, (y) of Rainolds, (z) and ma- 
ſ) #ſm,Tra&.The* ny others famous for piety and learning,who by their Ser- 
ol.in 4. P.£cept. mons, Writings, Examples, have juſtified the yeerly Obfer« 
oy OO? ib. Ho- \ation of Chriſts Birth.day. | 
wy Chytreuria Diſpo- Wherefore ſeeing we are compaſſed about with ſo great 
fir. Epiſt, ſub inirio. a cloud of witneſſes, we mult zecording to the truth af. 
w)Hook,Eccl.Pol.l.5. firme, That the Celebration of this Feaſt is confirmed by the 


x) Biſhop Andrews judgemint ana prattice of the Chriftian Chnrch in all apes, 


his Sermons. 

y)Boys.on the Feſtiy, 
Epiſt,8& Goſpels. | 
z) Raindlds Conf. S$3.6:3..N1. 


"be on” 
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with Hart.c, 8.divil.2. That our Saviour Was borne on the 25. day of December... 


4)!Bucho!z.Ind. ”7Oc'the right underſtanding of this Poſition ; we muſt 
Chronol.-pag.114; know, that F-lies Ceſar, 44. yeares before the B rth of 
b) AE > Chriſt, (a) obſerviug the falſeneſſe of the Accompt then in 
divi Manthie vigilis ve, ordained the year to confilt of 365. dayes and 6.houces, 
celebratur arqueirta Which 6, houres in 4. yeares made 24. honres, or a diy 
{fus dieg 2.5, diffur= Civill, and were added unto the end of Febrwuary : By 
hr = "1:2. reaſon whereof every fourth yeare contained 366. dayes , ' 
Fefto 6 Calend. Mar2 3nd was. called eLnnw Biſſextilis, the Biſſextile or Lezps | 
zi&s dicitur. Vide © . yeare, becauſe the fixth of the Calends of March was twice. 
Compendium Pier. written (hb). 


Valerian.Bcilunenl. This Accompt for many. years ſeemed to have no [enſible 
ſphzram,P3g-223- . errour; (c) yet in fle of time i diſc | 
c) Sol abſcindit circu- , 5 yet 1n Progrenie or time It was ticovered to. 
lym fignorum in 365. be not.ſo exaAly agreeable with the naturall motion of the 
diebuset quarts unius . SUn. For the alia yeare exceeding the true Solar years 
park. ge eaſe Io, minutes and 48. {:conds,canſed the Zquiroxes and: Sol - 
egg Sohe,, Vn F ſtices yearely to change their places and: flye back-ſo many © 
aSacroboſcoc,4q, Tunntes and ſeconds, Whereupon Pope Gregory the XII. | 


| 
\ 
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(27) | 
by the advice and direRion of Aztorinus Lilizes, and other 4) Euftach, Phyl. 
excellent Mathematitians, in the yeare of Chriſt, 1532, did Parte 2 Lract.r. de. 


corre the.Calendar ; making the yeare to conſiſt of 365. 11 x Hd 
dayes, 5,houres, 49. minutes, 12.jſeconds: (4) And that d AL Hom 45, 


the Y/ ernall Equinexe, wich then was on the 1t, day of according to Bucbol= 
March, mighc be reduced unto the 21,0f March,zs it was at 7%; but 320. or 
the time of the firlt Nicene-Conncell, (ec) he commanded 10. 3 22.according to 0- 


dayes is the month of Oflober, viz. from the 4.day to the 14 ts f) Tal Papa in men- 
be left ont ; ſo as the 4. day of the month was accounted for the ſe Oftobri @ 4. uſq; ad 
14.day (f), Hence it comes to paſie, that the new Accompt Offob. 14. praterirs 


is alwayes 10.dayes before the old. dics 10. ita in quartus * 


| - Par" . menfs dies haberetur 
But as to the preciſe aay of Chriſt's Natrouy, botn ACc- pro decimo quarto die: 


compts are erroneous : For if ve ſumme up the exceſle of ; equino4torum ac 
the 7alian yeare (which is, as we (31d, 10, minmtes and 48, Solfticiorum dics redu- 
ſeconds) from the time of Angſt Ceſar, when our Savi- (rentur ad antiquas 
our was borne, untill the yeare 1643. we ſhall finde that Tas MEnas, quas I12 


——_ ; Concilio Nicens deter 
the inter Sol/tice 1s gone; back from the 25. day of De- gginarum 8.5. Parres, 


cember,(g) 12, dayes 7, houres, 44. minntes, 2-j. ſeconds : Bucho!z.Ind,Chron: 
And therefore the Gregorian Accomprt (being grounded on P3g-714 
the Ntceze Connceliwvhen as it ſhould have been reduced to 8) Tenpore Auguſte 


. | ET | Octavian, ut obſervat 4 
the time of Chrilts Nativity ) erreth almoſt 2. dayes; but 'Þ linins brume dies 


the 7lian Accompt more then 12. dayes; and which is vigefho quinto decen- 
ſo much worſe,is going every year farther and farther from br# crat : quo dic natus 
the cruth (þ/.Nzverthclefſe we grant that the [zli,s Ac-' Chriſtus eſSertor 10+ - - 


: | er, Valer.Bellunen, 
compr, though it remaine un-reformed, may yet for ſome elk 7 Sphz- 


kundred of yeares bs uſed without any groſſc. and palpable ;am, p. 2:4. In'the 
diſordering of the times, time- of Auguſtus 
Ofavian, as *Plini 
obſerveth, the ſhorteſt 'day wag on the 25, of December, on which day Chriſt our Redeemer was. | 
borne (h). Nife ar aliquando corrigatur futuram olim cft, ut ſalutk noflre natalitiss. dies, qu. 
brumales olim erant, 1n veruum tempus invadant, Paſchz in aratem, Valet. Belluncn.. d1.l, 


Having now laid open,wherein and.why theſe Accompts #) Vide Calend.Ju- | 
differ, as alſo how they may with eaſe b.: reduced uato the 999m & Rom, Ba. 


juſt and exact'day of (hriſts Nativity ; we proceed to the |. 69 ge 


proofe of that wherein both Accomprs agree,(s)ro Wit,That Genchy. Chron. lib. 3. 
Chriſt Was borne en the 25 .day of December, which we (hall pag-47 9. Gualterius: | 
evidence by the cl:ec teſtimonies of the Fithers and other T 2b-Cbronograph. 


; ; «. Chriſto nato fol. 2. 
approved Writers, Ancient and Moderne, - *Gorden Leſmor Chr.. 


2-4; AMBROSE Tom. ainAppar.c.qe - 


) Occupaverat totum 
iem nodtrum longitue 
do, nift in ipo dicrum 


b; evitate Chriſti reful-- 


Ciſſet adventus : qui fi- 
Cut ortu ſuo humani ge- 
nerts peccatorum rclle= 
bras diſcuſſut, ita ct 

dic Nativitath ſue 
caliginum tencbras 
amp.aauit, er uno C9+ 
demque ortu lucem pas 
rites intalit.e; homi- 
nibu et dichus. Ynde 
non eſt mirum fs creſcit 
dics, qui gemino fulgo- 
rs ſplendore veſtitur. 
Ambrol.Ser.13. 

]) Fohaunes natu eff, 
fecut tradit Eccleſia, 
Ofauvo Calendas Tu't< 
as, cum jam 1Tnciprunt 
minut dies, Dominns 
autem natus Octave 
Calend a5 Tattuarias 
quando jam inciptunt 
ereſcere. Audi ipium 
Toannem confitentem : 
lllum opporter creſ- 
cere , me autem. mi- 


(28) 
AMBROS 8 his expreſſion is divine 8 elegant;(k) Length 
of nights bad poſſeſſedthe whole day, had not the comming of 


ChriS ſhined gloriouſly in the very ſhortneſſe of aayes : Who, as- 
by his Birth he diSþelled the darkneſſe of mens ſins, ſo alſo inthe 
day of his Nativity he cut off the darkneſſe of night ; and by one: 


and the ſame riſing brought light as wel to men as days. Whence 
it 74 no mervaile if the day increaſeth, which 1s clothed with a 
double ſplendoar of brightneſſe. | 
AuGUSTINE faith (1) fohn Was borne a5 the (hnrch by 
tradition teaches, 01 the 24 day of June, even When the dayes 
begin to ſhorten;(m)but our Lo RD was borne on the 25 day of 


December even when the dayes beging to lengthen. Hear John | 


himſelfe confeſſing; He muſt increaſe, but 1 mnſt decreaſe (n). 


CHRYSOSTOME, that wiſe Interpreter of the ſearets of 


Goa, the eye of the (hurch in Byzantium (now called Con- 
ſtantinople) a1 of all other Churches (0) after an inquifite 


debate of this point, concludeth thus. Chriſt, Who at the 


Nativity of Tohn bad now been conceived three moneths in the 
pure and undefiled womb ; to the end that he himſelf alſo fpould 


fulfill nine months according to the conrſe of humane birth there 
rematzed for him fix months more ; which ſix months are from 


the 24, of June #nte the 25. of December, And when nine 


months Were ended, in the beginning of the temh, CHRIST 
was borne in the world (p). 


, 


nui. - Auguſt. in Pſal, 132. & de Trin.lib.3:c,5. #2 According to the true accompt z from 

which the Tulzan ha:h valued more then 10. dayes, as we ſhewed before. n John 3. 30. 

(0) 'O 5% ©e8 avroppiroy copds VaophTHs Iodyyes, 6 Th;  Bulaylio tuxnncias x) 
FATS planus. Id. Pelufiotalib. r,Epiſt.156, p Chriſtus qui in nativitate-Ioannjs jm - 
#rium menfuum 1ncorrupte vulve fueras conceptus, ſupererant ci, ut et ip'e ſecundum bumanum nati= 

vitaten ſuppleret menſes novem, alii menſes ſex, »qui nunc eſt OFavo (;alendas Iulias in Oflavo Ca< 


lendas Tanuariw ſunt menſes ſcx. Buibus ſuppleits novem menſibus, initiante decimo Chr iftus mundo - 
natzs eff, Vide-Chryſoſt.expoſ cap, z.Lucz. 


 ORos1us faith,Chriſt was 


born on the 25 day of Decembs- : 
q) Natws eſt Chriftus when all encreaſes of the enſuing yeer do firſt begin (q), © 


VIII, Kalend Tany- 


i | BERNARD faith, Chriſt was born in winter he was born in. 
ari, quando primumn 


A ea? the night (r). And he thus b2gins his third Anniverſions Ser= 
venientis incipiunt. mon preached on that day, Great truly (my mot beloved Wo 
P,Oroſ\lib.7.cap.2, r Hieme tus eſt, note nar eft Chriftus. Bern, in Nat, Dom.Serm.:31 . 


Brethren) : [ 


C2977 


Brethren) t this dayes Solemnity of our Lords Birth ; but the 


ſhortneſſe of the day conftraines to ſhorten my Sermon : Nor let 
any one marvaile that my words arc brief. , ſince on 


this day Go D. the Father did abreviate the | Eternall 


IN; | WoR D- | 
{MR BeDA, ſtiled, The Vexerable, a man renowned for his 


great knowledge in Antiquities, and very skilfull in the cal- 


culation of times, afſerteth poſitively, That the Nativity.of 


our Saviour feſus Chriſt was on the 25, day of Decem- 
ber *, | | 

N1cEPHORUS: faith, (Cf) It W.u then the 25. day of De- 
cember ; when, : O thon WoRD Os Go, the uniþeak- 
able myſtery of thy goodneſſe and love towards mankind, and 
the exceeding great myſtery of thy marvelous birth was accom- 


pliſhed, 


CHEMNA1TIUS faith, 1: 75 the commoy opinion that the 25. 


% day of December ſhont4 he balloWed for a remembrance of the 
' day of the Loras Nativity. 

GENEBRARD hath (h:wed out of thir one Ac- 
compts and Kalenaers, that the Eoyptian and Greek (hur- 
ches. did celebrate the Birth-day of Chri$t. as we doe , on 
the 25. day of December (#) : So did the Arabian, Perſian, 
and Syriack- Churches, as learned Maſter Gregory-hath ful. 
ly proved (W). = 
þ And thoughconcerning'this matter the Scriptures have 

| 'g 'v nno peremptory determination, (for then diſpute were 
impious, and tradition needlcile) yet fo farre are they from 
# being repugnant, that upon a judicious examination they 
' - will appearcto be very conſonant thereunto, 

When our Savionr was Baptized of fohn, he bepan to be 
about thirty yeers of age, faith Saint Luk (x). Had he onely 
* ſaid, he was about thirty years, we might have conceived him 
0. . to have been as well ſomwhat more as leſle ; but by adding 

| theſe words; He begas to be, the Evangeliſt implyes that he 
was not yet full thirty years, and yet he wanted but little, 


perhaps one day or two; for he'was well nigh, he BE'& am: 


|. (faith he) ro be about thirty years of age. And indeed the en- 


eciog into his Miniſtry at the time of his Bzptiſme (which. 
Po CE : all; 


%. 


FBeda. Tom. r; 


in Ephemer.,Menſ, 
Decemb, + - 

{ Vigefimus *et quintus 
tum menfis Decembris- 
erat dies, quam incff> 
bile pictatis ct amoris 
crga getins humanum 
te, Verbum Det. 
MIXIMumque meuar= 
rabilis partus perfict= 
tur myſterium, Ni- 
ceph.HiRt, Fcclel, 
ID.ca-fo13. 

t Vulgaris opinito et, 
25. diem Decembris 
eſſe memorie- Natalis- 
Domini ſacram:; 
Chem, Harm. Evang, 
cap.8, 

u Genebr. 

Chron.l. 2.Þ. 266z 
SEE 

w See-his Notes aud = 
Ob/ervations,chap- 342 - 


x:Luk.3:21 234 


; (39) 


; ) B:roald. Chron: all men grant hee did) (y ) is 2 ſufficient -proofe. that he 


| 3.cap-1.Chemnit. yyanted very-little and no conſiderable time of beingT kirty 


.B\ Lin | | 
BEET © By. JT 8.02)+ 


Jan.Syncag. Theol $:6.c.55.Becan.Los.commun.47.ſe&t.z7. 7 Numb. 4. 23. 30. 47. Siquic : 


rriginta @t4ths annas non impleverit, nullo modo presbyrer ordinctur, ctiam fs valde fit dignus ; quis 
'& ipſe dominus tricefino ant baptixatus eff, et capit decere. Mart.Brach.lib.can.Grac.c.20, 


After his Baptiſme immediately the Firit driveth him into 

a) Mark 1.12 the Wilderneſſe(a). And thcugh beyond Fordan (b) there 
| b) John 1.28, were many Wildernefſes at hand, yet let us . admit for his 
re A Tha journey ne 5 dayes. 
Taba. b,- He Was there in the Wilderneſſe (c). 4D dayes. 
Whentthoſe dayes were ended the Devill taketh Lim np into 

the holy City , and ſetteth him on a pinacls of the T emple : Aﬀ- 
terwards, taketh him np into an exceeding high mountain, ani 
ſheweth him all the Kingdomes of the world, and the glory .o, 


1) Mat.4.5.8 them 1n:a moment of time (d). For wiich (though for ought 
At. 4.5 $. 


Le 4:4 we know theſe tcmptations might be within the ſpace of - 


. one day) yet we admit 2 da; 


a The Dewill having left kim, Chriſt returneth unto Berhas- 
e) John 1. 28, bara beyond fordan, where John was Baptizing (e).For which 

letus admit, as we did for his progreſſe 5 da. 
f) The firſt dayisex- He was with fohu (f). | 


3 da. 
preſſed, Joh.1,v.26. T he day following, he began his journey towards {ana of 


The (econd,vera2 9. £ . | 
her ot 072"  Galilee(g);z n Town diſtant from Bethabara 66 Engliſh 


«Compare Joh. 1.43 miles(h). For which let us admit 6 da. 


with chap.2»1. (b) According to the deſcriptions of Canaana ſet forth by Mc.Tohn More, and 
Mr, Iohn-Specd, which are of all o:hers the cxaceſt. 


i) John 2. 1. T bere was a marriage in the ſaid (ana (3), after his com- 
| ming thither | . da; 
And becauſe we read of a marriage: feaſt that /afted ſeven 

k) Ju-ges 14.10.17. Jayes (k), we ſhall admit that this feaſt alſo, (though pro- 
__  bably it'was not ſo long) laſted | 07. 

After thu marriage feaſt,chat z5,when this feaſt was ended 

) John 2,12. | Chriſt Went doWpy to Capernaum (i); a Town diſtant from 


Cana of Galilee neer 30, Engliſh miles. For which journey 
let us admit 0a, 
| m) John 3, I 2, 


Then the Fews Paſſeover was at hand, and Jeſus went up to 


. Fernſalem ; 4 | 


I 


He continued n0t there many dayes (m) : let us grant 6:da. © 


(31) 
Zeruſalewm (n); diſtant from Capernanmw, 72. Engliſh miles: 
For whichqourney let us allow 8. da. 


He was at 7er»/alem ſome certain daies before the Feaſ 
of the Paſſeover (0) : let us admit 


4. da, 

| In all 92, dayes. 
Theſe ſummed up, amount unto 92, dayes, or 3, months; 

ſo that (if conjeRures guided by reaſon doe not very much 
faile) our Savionr at the firſt Paſſeover after his Baptiſme 
was 3o, yeares old, and about 3. months : At the ſecond 
Paſſeover (p) was 31, yeares old, and about 3. months : At 
the third Paſſeover(q)was 3 2.years old,& about 3.months: 
At the fourth Paſſeover(r) was 33: yeares old, and about 3 
- moneths :(s) on the eve whereof he was crucified, which 
the Jewes call :he Preparation day;(t) and was the 25 day of 


March (a) Now accompting 92 dayes backward from the 


25 day of March, the Birth-day of our Saviour will fall 
neer the 25 day of December according to the teſtimonies 
of the Fathers and Writers before alledged, and the tradi- 
tion of the Churches of God. | 
Howbeit of late there are riſen up a ſort of wild. braind 
Zelots ; who carried on with an earneſt deſire of introdu- 
cing all manner of novelties{ whereby the antient and Apo- 


Sd /elical Church of England * might b: rendred contempri- 


ble) have buzzed inro the heads of ſome ignorant people, 
chat Chriſt was born in the moneth of September, when the 
Sunentring. iuto Libra 'makesthe ſecond Equinoftiall, An 
opinion not dreamed of, untill Beroaldzs publiſhed his 
Chronology : (y) and it is worth our paines to obſerve, how 
well the Maſter and Schollars do agree touching the age of 


.-j our Saviour, NY 


Beroaldus ſaith, that Chriſt lived 32 yeares and a halfe : * 
And by thoſe words of Saint Lake, 7eſics began to be about 
thirty yeares of age, (a) he undeiitands he. was almoſt 29, 
yeares old : As if when the Scriptures cxpreſle aboyt 5000, 
(6) their meaning was, a/moft 4000. But his prime Schollar 
noting the abſurdity of this expolicion, grants Chriſt to be 
- . Zo. yeares old ar his Baptifme ; yet by coyning one Paſſeo- 
ver; he out-runs the truth, and moſes him to have lived 34, 


* «- # 


yeares , 


n) John 2.13; - 

0) Compare Johs 2. 
verſe 14.witÞ ver, 23» 
þ) John 5. 1. 

q)John 6. 4» 

y) John I3.I, 

{) See the Scriptures 
armony,P» 46,47. 
:) Mat. 27,62.Mar, 
I5.42,Joh.19.31:4?. 
vu) Oftavo Calendas 

Aprils conceptur, 
quo & paſſus. Aug. 
de Trin.1.4.c. 5. Cott- 
ceptus etpaſſus Cbri- 
ftus menſe Martii 8. 
Calend, rAprilis. 
Chryſoſ.Expol.c,r. 
Luce, 

* Uſſerius Archiep. 
Armach. de Britans. 
Eccleſ.primordiis.c.I 


y) Anno Dom.1577 


* Certe mortuun illum 
ſuiſſe pro nobis in cruce 
oportet anno Tiberii 18 
tum quum etatis aunum 
ageret 33. id ef, quum 
annos compleviſſet tri= 
ginta duos et dimidi- 
unm.Beroald. Chro.l.3. 
c.8., | - 
a) Aul3s by 6 Ieovs 
OTE ifs Ted ovie 
&% ousyC-. Luk.3. 
23. , 
b) ace meylanigyt- 
Al0be Zohn 6.10» 
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c) Scalig.de emendar; 
temporum, [.6:; 

d) Wolph Chron.l.1, 
H, broughtons Con- 
ſent of Sc:ipture. 


_e) Dang. 27. 
f) In dimidiohcbdoma- 
| da ceſſare facies ſacrift- 


cinm 6 oblationem. 
Loquituy bis Prophe!a 
dc ultima bcbdomada, 
quam quia defpnit in 
menſeNiſan,quo paſſus 


- ct Dominus, fr droidas 


in duas partes equales, 
medictatem ſuam 78 an. 
nj qua;ti menſe Titi 
Habere deprehender, Be- 


.roald. chron.l.4:C. 2+ * 


g)Heb,g. 26.8 cbap: 
7.18.19. & chap,s, 
I3, Colofl.2.17. 
Sacrificia extern 4c 
wpice omnia (,hriftus 
ſuo ſacriftcio tmplevit * 
& abrogauit. Polan. 
Syn. Theol.1.9.c.30... 
Urſin.explicart.cate- 
cher.quzlt.g 2.ſeRt.3. 
h).John' 19.30, 

7) Mat.2 7.51. Mark 
I5,38. John 4.23. 
Velum templi figum eſt 
in duas partes a. ſum- 
mo uſqz ad imum ut itt- 


_ arcaretur abrogatam 


eſſe ypicam ingreſSio-. 

nem Summit Sacerdoth 
Lovitici in ſanfFum © 
ſanflorum & deinceps 
inutilem fore, una cum 


(32) 
yeares and a halfe} (c) Others afficme, that he was about 
23- yeares old when he ſuffered : (4) which expreſſion does: 
beſt pleaſe theſe DoRours; for whether he were 32, and an 
halfe, or 33. and a quarter, or 33. and an halfe;yet ſtill they, 
are in the right who ſay, he was abort 33. 

And becauſe they cannot produce fo much as one poore 
(tumblingWriter for the countenancing of their paradoxes, 
they endeavour to ſubvert the common and Octhodox 0- 
pinion. by cavils; halfe-reaſons, and forgeries ; whereof ive 
{hill here by way of objzRion, deliver a jult and exi& ca- 
taloge, faithfully colleRed, . "Fa 

- THz Firs T O»jcRion, [n the midſt of the Week, he ſhall 
canſe the ſacrifice and the oblation to ceaſe (e), The Prophet 
ſpeaketh here of the laſt week of theLXX.which if you divide-ins. 
to. two equall parts,you ſhall find the midale of it to be in the'ſp- 
venth month of the fourth yeare, becanſe the weeke ends in the 
month MAR C H,wherein our Lord ſuffered (f), Therefore our 
Saviour was baptized, and conſequently born in September.. 

Tas Anſwer, Chrilt may. be ſaid to canſe the ſacrifice 
and the oblation ts ceaſe; two: manner' of waies - - either by 
way of conſummation, or, by Way of preparation. 1.:By way. of 
conſammation ; and this was not in the midF#, but in the end.” 
of the laſt week by the ſacrifice "of himſelfe (g) implyed in. 
thoſe words,Conſummatum eft, it 1s finiſhed (h); and alfo by, 
the vaile of the Temple rent in twaine (1), 2. By way of Pre» 
paration ; and this was either IMME DIATL Y by himſelf, 
when he was baptized and entred into his Miniſtry ; being: 
neare the miiſt (k), butnot preciſely i» the midſt of the lalt 
Wethe, For by the foregoing'particular examination of the 
daies, we have ſaofficiently ſhewed, - that the time betw'xe 
the Baptiſme of Chriſt;and the nexc Paſſeover, cannot with-. 
any probability be extended beyond the ſpace of 3.months.. 
Or MED1ATL» by his. fore:runner, herald, and 24efſen. 


aliks ceremoniss Legalis £*!s fobn the Baptift, who preaching the: Baptiſme of repen- 


ſacerdotii.Polan,Syn- 
tag: Theo), lib, 6.cap. 
18, 

k) The Scriptures 
Harmony,pag.48; 


tance (1),did fo prepare the way.of the Loyd,” that all ſacrifices, 
oblations, Legall rites and ceremonies, were [afterwards 
without ſcruple forſaken and abandoned. Hence our Savi. 
our ſaith, The Law and the Prophets Were nntill Zohu(m);and Mi 


thus 


| (33) 
thus in the mid(t of thelalt week, Chriſt preparatively by 7ohn 


cauſed the ſacrifice and the oblation to ceaſe ; For Jobn the 


3 Baptiſt began co preach in the month Sepremb. ſoone after 
the Fealt of Trumpets (n)« 


[) Mark 1,2,3,4: 
m) Math 11.13, 
Luke 16. 16, 

Toannes Baptiſta Arne 
IF. Tiberii Ceſ.vocati- 


one diving txcitat us 


penitcntiam predicare incipit ,” veteris Teftamenti abrogationem inſtituto Baptiſmo orditur. 
Bulchoz. Ind. Chronol. pag.145. (n) Levit, 23.24. Numb, 29.1. Func, Comment. in Chro- 


nolog.lib.2. 


Taz SE CoND ObjeRion, Fohn was conceived preſently 
after Z acharias had executed the Prieſts office before GOD is 
the order of his courſe(0);who was of the conrſe of Abia(p),the 


eighth coxrſe of the Priefts (q ): But the eighth courſe of the 
Pcieſts fell in the end of «ne; for every courſe continued a 
fortnight, and eight fortnights make foure months; which 
four months {accounting from the beginning of 44:6, now 
called Marchthe firſt month of the year (r) will end in 7ue : 
Therefore /ohn was conceived in /#ne; and by conſequence, 
not Chrilts Birth, but his Conception(which was fix months 
Ws after lohns (s) mult be in December, 

ld : Tas Anſwer. We grant the 2Zajor; but the 245n0y is no- 
"1 toriouſly falſe: For Firſt,The Prieſts courſe was Weekly, and 


i i continued from Sabbath to Sabbath (t). 


Secondly, It ſuppoſeth that the Pcieſts courſes.-and the 
yeare began together ; which is againlt common ſenſe ; for 
' there being but 24, courſes. () it mult needes be that at the 
end of the 24. courſe, the firlt began, and ſo could have ng 
relation to the month or time of the yeare. | Bow! 

Thirdly,it ſappoſeth that the month 45;b,was:wholly the 
fame with our. arch, which- .is contrary to all Writers ; 
who doe at the moſt admit that 46;5tooke part of arch, 
and part of April(x); And ſometimes (ſaith 7/iller)it:may be 
all without March;as,When the HebreWs every third year pat in 
amonth to make the year agree with the courſe of the $#un (y). 
_ . - Wherefore the ſaid Argument bing built upon ſo many 


falfities and uncertainties; can conclude nothing, And,here- 


| in our Oppoſite . Beroaldus ſpeakes very ingenuoully, both 
for himſelfe - and his faRion ; ze(ſaith he) doe neither 11 
| derſtand- When the: conrſe of Zacharias was, nor how long it 
laſted * SN EEE 


—- 


JHE 


0) Luke TTY 24; 
p) Luke 1.5. ans 
{) 1 Chron,24.10, 


y) Exod, 12,2, 


[) Lukes. 36; 


?) 1 Chron.g,2 5. 
Joſeph. Antiqu.Jud, 
1.7.c, 11, Godwins 
Moſes and Aaron,1.t. 
c.5, The Annot. of 
the Aﬀſembly of Div. 
on 1,Chron. 24.9, 
4) I Chro.24.18. 

x) ce the Vulgar 
Notes on Exod. 12; 
2+ Godwins Moſes 
and Aavor,l.3.c.1, . 
y) Willees fix-fold © 
Com.on Exo.12.q.5; 
* Zacharias ad Abig 
familiam pertinebar, 
cut ſorte oflavo loco 
miniflerium obeun.- }.. 
dum erat in Sacrario-: - 
Jed quando aut quam- 
diu,uon intelligitur 2; 
nobis, Beroald, Chro- 
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o) Eos qui euriofius 


annum nati Domin a 
ar 


diem requifeerunt, þ 


tim retuliſſe 44 vigeſt- 
mum quintum diem 
menſis mayo A; 
gyptiorum partim retu- 
[{ſe ad vigefemum. 
quintum diem 
agus)” ſcribit. 
Clem. Alexandr. 
ſtrom, lib. 1. | 
p) About the yeare © 
the Lord, I99. 


q)Beroald,Chron.|. 3+ 


C.8, Scalig. de emen- 
dat, Temp-l. 6. Calviſ. 
1ſag.Chronolog.c,46 


r) Luxe 36. 


(34) 
Taz TurirD Obje&ion. Clemens Alexandrinu wri- 
teth, that they who very cmrionuſly have ſought after the yeare 
and day of our Lords Birth, have referred it ſome mnto the 25, 


day of the month of May, ſome unto the 25, day of Aprill(0), 
Therefore in his time(p) the day of Chrilts Birth was not 


certainly knowne(g). LEM 
* Tus Anſwer, If this argument be good, then there is 
no point either in Divinity or Phyloſopiy certainly known ; 
becauſe there is no point which is -not through ignorance, 
wilfulneſſe, or an itching aff:Aation of fingularity by ſome 
contradicted ; at leaſt queſtioned. Howſoever, had theſs 
earious ſearchers (hewed us where S. Exke ſaith, that Chriſt 
was-conceivedin the ſixth month. of the Legall yeare, we would 
have concluded with them, that Chriſt was borne either in 
Mayby reckoning from Auguſt excluſively; or in April, by 
accompting from' Angſt incluſevely : but there can be no-. 


thing more certaine then that they are miſtzken. For the 


Angel Gabriel does direRly ſay, thi z the ſixth month (nor . 
from the beginning of the year,but ) With her,who Was called 
barren (tr); that is, from the conception of John the Baptiſt, 
Nordoes (lemens Alexandrinus afford: theſe ſearchers any 


more credit then the bare mentioning of their groundleſſe 


- phanſies; whichtruly is more then they deſerved. 


Taz FourRTn ObjeRion, Ur Was-the euſtome of thi 


_ - Churchof Alexandria to celebrate the Birth of John Baptiſt, * 


PACCaſaub Exer- 
Citat.I,C.25. 


t) Luke 1.36, 


x Perkinſ,priepars 
ad rd reay | 
Problem. Anno 
Chriſti.430, Bellarm. 
in Catalog. Eccleſ. 


criptorum, 


at the firſt time when that Solemnity was there brought in, on 
the 23. day of Aprill ; as Cyrill reporteth in an Homily upon 
that ſubjeF, And: if John the Baptiſt was borne in eApril,, 


then could not Chrift-be borne in December, (s) there being Yi 


but 6. Months between their-births (2). ny 

Taz Anſwer, All: the Homilies of Cyr:/, uſually iyled 
his twelve Bookes of Comments wpon Tohn , are both by Pro- 
teſtants and Papiſts accounted of very little or no authori, 
ty. For, it iscertaine that one Todocres Cliftovers wrote 4. 


| bookes of thoſe twelve, and the reſt are held dybioxs and. 


much nnlikely to be Cyri/#s (#). Nor is it probably true, | 
that the Church of Alexandria ſhonid 'once celebrate the-- 
Birtheday. of Joby Baptiſt in'e/Fprill;;. ſeeing the Bgypties ; 


 - _ —_—_ a - 


© (35) 
Churches (of which the Church of dlexandris was the 
chiefe) did ever maintaine that Chrift was Borne on the 25:day 
of December, aud yeerly kept that day Feftivall in memory 


U thereof w , Belides the words here alledged. (bz they 'w Geneby. Clizsns); | 
- Cyrils, or be they not) doe no way impugne us, for in re- '*P:255-267. 


ard that the Church of A/cxa»dria forſook the Obſerva. rt I Obſervat: 


rion of the 23. of Aprilwhich at fr they. Ovſerved, it is 
apparantthey found themſelves in an errour : And. in re- 
gard they afterwards conſtantly celebrated the birth of-70: 
71g or: the 4, TY (Nun .our inp" pr —_—_. | 
ſelves. acknowledge,) x: it muſt needs be that they.judped 

the Greek and Latine Churches to be in the right; oy | of cage Large 

-. Tus FiFT#: ObjeQion, Bede affirmes, that: the Tndi- 

flions beganon the. 24 day of September \, and that our Lord C Incipiuut nidiftio- 
Was borne (Inditione quarta ineunte) When the fourth Indi. 114b VITT. Calendas 
fion began : Therefore Chrilt was borne on the 24, day.of or pes + Faemg; ter-= 
September ©, ES Tacos popeerivhe Ten _—_ 

Taz Anſwer, Bede. does not ſay, our Lord: was borne tum, cap.46.. RE” 
when the fourth Indiion began, but in the fourth Indiftion, t- Beroald, Chron, - 
according to Dyonifu uz; which words are too generall for id:3 cap.85 
us to conclude thence the yeare of Chriſts Birth, much leſſe SE Ines: 
the month, leaſt of all the day, And yet conſidering.that «» :w ef fevers cg Boda 
TIndiftion ts the Space of 15. years x, he might. very. well have lib.dd.c.q47, - 
ſaid ſo ; though Chrilt was not bornetill the end of three * Indiio eff ſpacium . 
months after che firſt day of the 1ndi4ion :. As we ſay fre- "prone ood 
quently,that ſuch a thing was or hapned-in the beginning of 13k. Oe” 
our K:ngsreigne,though it were 3.6.0r 10,months after the * 
firſt day of His reigne. . A PE gt | 
Tun $S1xTH ObjeAion. Taxes.and ColleRions of Tri- 
bute b.:gan on the 24, day of September ; as appeares by the 
Tndiftions, which were inſtituted to bear accompt of the pay- , 
went of tribute y :: Therefore eAugnſius Ceſars Decree at ? "ops romtors 7 
our Saviours Birth that all the World ſhould be taxed went out ati ea bobs: ohh ba 
z on the 24.0f Sept. and ſo Chrift was borne on that day «. + Lut.z,r, 

THz: Anſwer,. We deny the Argument : For it:is a moſt « B:roald.ibid; 
abſurd-inference,viz.becauſe the: ordinary and yeerly taxes, 553% 
colleRions of eribute,and IndiAipns (Which-were invented - 
in the time of Conſtantive the Great, and ordained by Hims 


E.3. 313. 
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b) &EZra indidionum 
Caſared, in [criptoribus 
Grack ufuatiſſima, in- 


_ Cipit 24, Septembre, 


Anno (ſhriftt, 312. itt- 
ſtituta ſuit.& Con- 

ſtantino Magno, Bul- 
choz,Ind.Chronol.p, 


.21z,Calviſ. Iſag. 


Chron.cap.9. 

Cyclus indifiorum int 
ſtitutus eſt in Concilio 
Niceno, qui poft-quins+ 


decem aunos in 0rbem- 


redeat, Romani hanc 

# am indidionum 
mnceperunt 2 Calendss 
Tan, ſequentibus quos, 
W& nos hodic ſequimur, 
Alſted.z.Chronol, 
Epocharum.ſe& 6, 
c) Luke 2. 4.5. 

d) No marvaile if 
theſe Septembrians op- 
pole the tradirion of 
Chrifts Church,when 


the Jewes [bcliefe is. 


the rule of their. do-. 
Arine. 


.e) Beroald. lib. dd, 


cap.dd, Hoſpinian, de 
orig.teſt. Chri. men, 
Decemb. (alviſ.lſag. 
Ehron.c,46. Brough- 
zous rAdvertiſemcnt of 


 Corruptiens.p.43 44: 


f) Quaſi terra Pa- 
IeGinorum, the land of 
the - PhiliRims.- Vide 
'Vatabl.tranſlar, Bibl, 
&) according to the 


"T0 "OO 

312. yeares after Chriſt (b) began on'the 24. day of Sep. 
tember; therefore'that extraordinary and moſt remarkable 
taxeNecceed by Auguftiz( «ſar when our Saviour was born, 
began on the ſame:day. Nay,here is a cluſter of 2bſurdiries : 
For if the iſſuing forth of Ceſars Decree, and our Sxyiours 
Birth were onthe ſelf- fame day, then was the Decree ſent 
from Rome: to'Nazartth, above x 1000. miles diſtant, and 
from Nazareth [oſeph With Mary hu eſpouſed Wife great 
with child (c),and expeRing every houre to be delivered, 
muſt forthwith poſt 95. Eogliſh miles unto Bethlehem all in 
one day, But who knowes not that Errexr begets Erronr ? 

THE SEVENTH Obj:Rion. ef Tew (d) world not forn 
believe that a wiſe Emperour as Augultus was, would command 
poore men to come in Winer totheir own T owns. Neither Was 
it the fit time for the Shepherds to be in the field, And as Bape 
tiſme was according to his Birth-month, it was not Wholſonse 
for men to goe up to the head in Water in mid winter, There- 
fore Chrif# was not borne in December (ec). TY 

Taiz Anſwer. The Land of Canaan (now called Pale- 


ſine (f) is found to extend it ſelfe from the degree 30, and 


52. Scruples, unto the degree 33. and 44. Scruples of Lz- 
tirade or Elevation ; And-for Longitude, it is placed be- 
twixt the degree 64. 32. minutes, and the degree 69. and 
10.minutes (g); ſo that it is included fully and wholly with- 
in the third Climate(hþ):the ſame Climare in which Fez and 
Aorocco (5) are ſcituate; where the winter-ſeaſon /asevery 


Geographer and Mariner will tell us) is. hotter then our 


ay here in Evglani: and yet Palefine-in heat exceeds 
Fez, and Morocco, becauſe it lyeth above 40, degrees nearer 


'Ealt then they doe (&). 


This alſo may bz collefed out of the Scripture » Forin 
regard that a ſoeafe of the firft fruits of harveſt was yearly 
offered on the ſecond day after thePaſſeover (1),which was 


obſervations of Maſter -Tohu Moore , .and :Mafter Tebn Speed. (b) ' Euftach. in: Append. 


Tra&. 1. part 2. de Phyſ. ' (3) Note; | that Africa ſtooke its name from 2 & peinny 
that 'is , ' without cold, (k\) Carpenters Geograpby , lib. a+ cap. 3. Theorem, 19+ 


t) Levit,23, 5,6,10,11, 


+ oof 


SE DS the 
| - 


the 16. p x 
N at ay 
gn us por the Jewes Mo ( 9) 
e true acc pings: of March nth 4634 ati | 
_Y le falls old (which TT ( m) and * 
LIECOMCY in that 15, of 27+ accordi! ) mJ Se "IF 
if not Jun the Lund.of the cempe Wor og to Frags a5 ymorum * X 
(0) Jew wi Though th Canrazn,is a | =p e of th It muſt detina th nſec hujus | 
Gothat gran chr the rfore bun the Month ucts a 1: 
cr.t r, that UN PL.N0 1 edient ay ur ay: atths incipi al 
She he convenie t the ſeaſon nderſtandi and gainſa ay , Rquumgue args fruit: 
Shepherds bei nt executi of the ing Chriſti ing Pujua uber ti Deun 
the River eing in th ution- of yeare did Gian can. PE ertatis autho-: 
fi cr f ordan, in TD fields n Aa D <6 Gag way hin el pe grariudinen 
F4 NIN © - { , He of 3 a ED 
moſh foe t th ecember, ur Saviours Les | the = = wy / 
© c/2,. Che! i & | ng int , Jud. 1ib.C . 
) Rom-10.21, hemnit. Sang Pentecoſtcy _ © See Perkins, Tay 
THE Ex A m, Evang, "bor boomer ſuiſee 4 ke In EN 
We TH" held vp #11 te ch: In times þ Y, Is After rhe Bay lay os & 
WET fs che fan nth fat] nl hrebem bow pod 
| Tas Mosx Pane b © (onda yrs; Nor Epipha 
times pa T, PART 0, y,others in e Tenth As 
| the 1.0 : 
Gop bl the day of C the 25, of D be moneth Se f Aprill, p Beroat = Od 
"Wn ot man, muſt hriſts Birth ecember (q) ptember, +? ald.Chron, mY 
Ini ſels man, moſt ow durninrt 3). agreed And if 51 þ ge 1 ONO | 
pong e contradicti is Argument t it (r). | oy * it BA Decembotel, mw. 
there © conſent of tory. Foramon many wayesab ry = een capa. 
it. would b e moſt part i eſt all-pe fardand iu Deieft EF: 
ſuch les $not,who rad wy, TIC gh Fay Joſeph.Scalig, dicm 4 
Tet oo oper «Bae ho FIR ad cher, mapa Gy} ws p-298, agogicis, 
| th nt b are PiPPanine . he 1 _ M, 2 d ud meh Churc 97 nin of- 
* - Which ay 33: FEAR 0 qr ewice a # pra : Mhigris : 
__ Andher wn the rs of Ang Czfa e Son of vert 
grefle A the Read nor day of r;-({) but h a ſ Domini fattd ; 
41ngs 37 tg Fr er take noti che Moneth 6 Net re Nato rec 
Opinions heroek he of Silas Moneth, =. Howl, dn = 
r 1s, Trom: into denii $.2.. 'pro- lii qui » Anti 
om lying to borribl OP os £0 al from denials pad, i atefimus ano que 
: confuſion manifeſt aad b Aedh Auguſti C ſecundne ſi 
,and in th old lyin phan &/arss.Epis 
gend conciud O) kept, vp He. |: 
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(38) 
Tax N1xTH ObjeRion, The Ctinrch of £:p14rd does 
not celebrate the' true day of Chrits Birth: therefore the 
Church of E»g/ard is erroneous, branes, 
_ *Tnz Anſwer, we deny the Antecedent ; for though the © 
| Church of E»gland does not celebrate the true day exaRly 
and preciſely raken, as we ſaid before : yet the celebrates 
the true day according to the Tulitay Accompr, which 
Accompt is yet generally embraced by the Proteſtants,and 
p Ezeft ami ſoma not tp be deſpiſed (p). Nevertheleſſe 5: 5 n0t the day, but the 
re a gp a benefit we remember, which no good ( hriſtian Will deny ſhould 


cer tiſsimum temporis be done (q). 
wvihiculi, cum omnibus © - | | 


fit notiſsima, familiariſsima, cognitu & obſervatu facillima, & ad temporum 2 creatione -mund; hu 
uſque labentium ſeriem deducendum accommodatiſſimes, Calviſ. Iſag. Chron, cap.8, q See the life 
and death of William Cooper, Biſhop of Golloway.pag. 8 i oY EY 


by. 


Tas TENTH, and [aſt ObjeQRion. Chriſt was borne in 

7) Luke 2.8. the night (7).: Therefore he was notborn on the 25. day of 
| | December. c | : | 

f) Dumgnem Tobemes THE Anſwer. The day is of two ſorts ; Naturallor Ci- 

b le et qui vill (ſ) ;-Fhe natural day is the time from Sunerifing unto 

cum ſequuntur #0- Sun-ſetting ; whoſe oppoſite is the ight, from Sun-ſet one 


A Y to Sun-rifing, The (vill ay is the ſpace of j24. houres, in 


Iain can arul which time the Sunne is by the firſt orbe-carried round a-. 


cialem 3 guem nos 6- bout the World : It containes as well the nighe as the true 
vilem illi naturalom day ; and is therefore'termed by the-Greeks (:) vvy01ueyr, 


diem vocart ; 705 ve- and may inLatine be apt] 2d noftsdi Wah 
han Geniens. Do. : y e aptly trarſlated o75dizm,The former 


lan, Syntag. Theol, 4 WITans when G 0a called the light day . The latter, when it - 
lib.r.c.45-& lib.5.c. 15 [a1d,the evening aud the morning were the firſt day (u).And 
16,Hanc diei naturalis Of the latter wee ought here to be underſtood when wee 
et artificialis appellati= ky 322% 

onem definitionemque, 


per credidi,quiſquizeam time the Civill day began according to the cutome of the | - | 
primus nobjs tradideris Romans y. $9 22 
Vide ſcholion.Eliz I 


Vineti in ſpharam Joan.a ſacroboſco« c.3. (t) yu bnuteygy Jo BvYiremolnne, 
2 ga I vn, Þ ora x Luke 2.8. F More Romano dies amedia note in 
noo meataparte finitur, Ttaque quicquid in his viginti quatuor borks aFum e8,pirinde ot ug- 
vis hora lucs afum efset, Paulus TCrus Digeſt, jure Civllauity1 2, - : ks Re 18: 


- + pw —— ——_— — —— 
. 
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 lpeake of the 25. day of December ; For our Saviour was 0 
 novem & barks: 3(enp« 29588 preſently after I 2, 2 Clock in the Nighit(z),at which | 


incipit, et ſequents il 


La 


(39) 
The vanity and weakneſſe of all obj: &ions to the con- 
trary being diſcovered, we conclude, according to: the. Te- 
ſtimony of . the ancient Pathers, the Tradition of the 
Churches of God, and the evident concurrence of Sacred 
Scripture, 7 #t the 25.,day of December # the juSt,true, and 
exatt day of our Savionrs Birth, Rt, | 5 


oy 


$ : CT, 'V 1-1; 
The work of the Day. 


How good, how pleaſant, how kind a thing it is tO re- 

A. / member the Worke of the Day in its own Day (a). 

This worke, whether at home or in publique conſiſts of 
three parts or duties, The ficlt is, x reverend explanation; 

i, Or THE PERSON INCARNATED : which was 
(hriſt the Lord (b). The Word, the Eternall Sonne of God, þ) Luke 2.:: 
the ſecond perſon of the moſt glorious Trinity, was made c) 5 Aiy©- oagt 
firſp (c) ; not by the converſion of the Gedhead into fleſh (d), zyiy:70.Joh. 1.14» 
bur by afſuming unto the Godhead the nature (not the per. 4) Vide Symbolum 
ſon (e) of man, and all the naturall infirmities thereof, Actbanafii, "75 
ſiane excepted (f) : which naturethe Father formed in the OTE oe i 
Sonne by the Holy Ghoſt, of the Subſtance of the blelſed z) Heb -. > 86. 4.15s 
Virgin ary, who was of the Tribe of 7#dab, of the Roy- {,,,.)Juy rs. 
all Family of David (g). Wherefore Chriſt was perfelt God, ,,,1..74 puorne x, 


and ſo «<quall to the Father (h);perfef? man and fo inferiour ;,puJ4 nddn 
tothe Father (3). | | ' dvSgons dvinafey 
oy year + drSewrroy x) Tavik Ta m4 arveuns wyinals, mw Ths djagTiare 
Damaſcen, Ortbodoxa fidei lib. g. cap. 20. - (g) Luk.1. 32. (b) Job. x0. 30, Phil. 2-S 
7) Tohn 14. 28. Is we 


a) Opus diei in die ſus 


' 2. How Cyr1sT Was BoxnE Or Thk VIkGIN 
MARY ; and that was by opening of the Womb (4) after k) Luke 2.7.233 
the ordinary way : not #tero clanſo, the womb bring [hnt, as TRY ; 
the Papiſts imagine (J). | I) Catechiſm. Rom, 
— 3- Wang Hu Was Borns : to wit, in the Land of Pit 6d 
7adah in Bethlebem(m )which fignifies,che howſe of Bread(n); mn) Matea-s. 
teaching us, that Chrift was the aw bread of life which Fore n) Paſ. Lexicon, 

| n , 


— xx 


0 Johh 6. 33+ 35s 
P Luke "ITY £ 


(40) 


dawn from Heaves,(o) In a ſtable ; and was laid in a Mavger, 
becauſe thty e Was no roome for them in the Inne (p) ; teaching 


1s by his cxample to: beare corporall poverty with pati. 


CnCcs | 


Luke 2+ I. 2. 
r Toſephua calleth him 
_ eQuirinius 3 and 1n 
: placing this 'Taxe 
afcer the degrading of 
Archelats,erreth 4. 
.yeares.- See Toſeph. 
AntiqItd.l.17.6uult- 
e& lib.18.cap.1, 
\ Gen. 49.10, 
x Luke 2, 8, 
u Luke 1.98,79. 
x Luk. a8,9,10,11; 
'y Mat, 2.1,2,11, 


4 Gen.g.15;& Iz. - 


. 8-18.18. & 22,8, _ TROIM | | 
VN atas . NgexrS$SS1TY of Chriſlls-Birth ; and that was threefold. 


'Þ Pſal. 22.18, .- 
Tſa.7.14 & 9.6,7+ 
Je:.23.5-Mich. 5.2. 
Hol. 11, 1.Hag. 2.9, 
Zech,8,9.10.8 6,12 
& 9. 9. 
GJohn 3.16,17, 

1 John 4.9,10. 

d Gal.4.4,5. 

c Rom.5.12, | 

f Johan 4.42. 

g 1 Chron, 16.7. 
Bphel.5 19. 

þ Gen. 21.8. 

1 Chron, 1 2, 3 9,40; 
& 16, 3s 


4. WHEN Hs Was BorNE : and that was 1. when 
a Decree went out from Auguſtus Cxiar that all the World 
ſhould be taxed .2.WhenCyrenius was Governor of Syria 9.The - 
Evangeliſt ſayes not of 7«dea. becauſe 7#dea was at that time 
joyned unto the Pcovince of Syria r : teaching us, that the 
tine Mefſſiah,Chriſt, was come ; For the Scepter Was then de- 
parted not only from the Tribe of Fudah, | but even from the 
Fews, 3. In the »ight c ; ſignifying thar'the duy-ſpring: from 
on high viſited us, to give light to thems that ſate in darkneſſe, 
and in the ſhadow of death n. END 

5, Or Gops Gracious AnDMIRacuLlous 
D1$coveRyY Or His BiRTH. 1.Tothe poor Shep- 
herds neere Bethelchem by an Angell. x 2. To the rich 
Wiſemen in the Eaſt by a Star: teaching us, that poore 
and rich, (imple and wiſe, Jew and Gentile, necre and 
farre off, are all alike accepted by Goa, in, through, and for 
Clrift aa 

6. Ofthe glorious cel. bration of Chy;fs Nativity by a 
multitude of the heavenly hoſt praiſing GoD F. 
The ſecond part is a pious meditation on the Pp and 


1. Thar Gods-Pcomiſes 4, and the prediions of his ſer. 
vants the Prophets 5, might bs accompliſhed, 2. That God 
might thereby marife#t hu love towards. mankinde ©. 3.That 
redemption might be to them that were under the Law < : 
otherwiſe eternall death had paſſed #pou all men, for that af 
have ſinned e, 


The third and chiefeſt part is, an humble and fincere 


\ thanksgiving unto God: for thoſe great and uneſtima- 
ble benefits which we receive by the facred Birth of our 


Lord ( HRIST, the Savienr of the World : outwardly 
expreſſing our thankfulnefle, 1. 7s Pſalwmes: avd Hywnes, 
and Spirituall Songs. 2, In a larger and mors liberall 
uſe of Gods Creatures'then at ordinary times, 3. In 

| Our 


(41) 
our charity unto the needy members of Chriſtf  # Luke14. 13; 
| Whoſoever therefore regardeth this day aright, muſt ye. 
gard it unto the Lord, giving God thayksk: and not ſpend + Rom 
it 12 rfoting and drunkenneſſe, nor in chambring and wanton- | 
eſſe | as too too many have done, to the high :diſhonour ! Rom. 13. x3] 
of Almighty God, the reproach of our Church ; and the IÞ* dayes which are 
fearfull hazurd of their owne ſoules, © © Cholcnourtoſeryeas 


| FS | ublique memorials 
of Gods mercies, ought to be cloathed with ©thoſe outward robes of bolinefls whereby the 


14. 6, 


difterence from other dayes may be. made ſcnfible. Hook Eccleſ.Policy.lib, 5,ſe#, 70. 2 


_—_ 


A patheticall exhortation unto the true Sonnes of the (hnrch of 
England. HUDSON 


| Ar theſe things ſo 2 May Chriſtian Magiſtrates con- 

{titute Fealt-dayes; aad require obedience unto ſuch 
Conſtitutions ? Has the Church of Eng/and Ordained 4 $cQ, 2. 
that che Birth day of Chr: ſhould bee yearly kept Fclti- 
vallþ ? Is this Ocdination grounded . upon the Scri- ps, and 6. Edw.s, 
pturesc? Is it confiimed by the praRice of' the Chriſtian c.3.1 Eliz.c,. 
Church from the time of the Apoſtles unto this day, and * 5.4: 
doe all Reformed Churches approve thereof 4? Is the 25, , 
day of December the Birth-day of our Saviour e ? Does the ; RN 
work of the day tend to the Glory of Gop,the Honour of 
Chriſt, and Comfort. of his Charch f ? What wretched f Se&.7. 
Herodiays are they then, who revile and envy the ſolemni- 
Zition of Chriſts Birth,calling it Heatheniſme, and moſt : 
blaſphemouſly perſwading the people gs, That a Feaſt cele- £ Þ beſe words, or 


. . tothe ſame effeR, 
brated unto the Henonr of CaRIsST, # ne better then that Wn aac®'s of vg oP 


Feaſt Which the Iſraelites made untothe- molten Calfeb? + Church of S, Mich. 


Cornbill, on the Lord: day, the 25. of February, 16 43. God give (he ſpeaker repentance to rhe 
acknowledging of the truth, 2 Tim.2.25. h Exed.32.4,5,6. | 


But let us Brethren, who have not ſo learned Chriſt i, i Ephel.4-20. 
be ſubject to Principalities and Powers : let us ebey Magi» | 
frates ; and be ready to every good word k, yet not daring ro k Titus 2-1. 
deſpiſe our Mother the NN, the Fonſe of Chriſt 1 : let 1 Cant, 4. 9, | 

L | us ad 


— — 


7” - "ny 

us beware of thoſe who are preſumptuory, ſelf-willed, that 
bring railing accuſations ' Who are Shots in our Feaſts of 

. charity, wandring Starres, wells withortt water, clond; that are 

carried with a pens. = they ads opt oy t ns 

_— ſelves are the ſervants of corruption, to Whom the miſt of dark- 

5 ) Faded, rt fh neſſe 4 reſerved for ever (1m). Let us ſtand faſt, and hold by 
in) 2 Theſ.2.15- traditions Which We have been targht (n) : let ns make them 
CT TRE knoWwne to.0ur children,that the generations to come may know 
thers, even the children which {hall be borne 5 who ſhall ariſe 

and declare them to their children, that they may not forget the 

6) Pſal.78.5,6,7, mworkes of GoD (0) ; And principally may keep the memo- 
p) Sec Willers Synop- riall of CyR15S T5 Nativity (p);continuing the celebration 
- < gol a of this maſt ancient, moſt Chriftian, moſt blefled Feaſt un- 

205, © 1182: "P: tillthe ſecond coming of SH15.on, : 
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\'A N. [.y W E R 
EY SIXTEENE. | $4 
QUEAE4KkRES, 
Touching the Riſe and obſervation of 


CHRISTM A F= 


Poeggle by Mr. Joſeph Heming of Utoxiter, ! | 


29 Hough,if we conſider the time fince the forego? 
_ ing Treatiſe was publiſhed, it being 'five yeares 
Ml compleat laſt 4pril,1649,we might rather inſiſt 
Fig upon anAnſwer from our Opponents, then take 
1 notice of their Leres, which to multiply into- 
===} {cores or hundreds, is nothing difficult,even to. 
the meanefiSophiſier: :Y et left ourChriſtianSolemnity ſhonld ſaf- 
fer by our filence,and for the ſatisfaQion of this Quzcilt and all 
e Spirit of contradition and b : 
made uncapable © y and clearly return 
our Reſolution to each particular; With reference, as occaſion 
ſhall be and that often is, to what hath been above delivered ; it 
being altogether i improper and-needleſſc. to make repetition, 


QUARE I. 
Whether ſuch Religious Cuftomes as are binding t0 all the Churches of 'Jeſus - 


Chrift , ought not to bave ſure focting up the Word of GOD, or NOT HS 


Prattice : Bk 
ANSWER 
E muſt here diſtinguiſh of Religious Cuſtomes: Some are - 
Vw Religions Abſolutely ſome Reſpetively, Cultomes ab- 
folutely, religious, have ſure footing upon the Word ' of 
GOD, either in expreſſe termes or by evident conſequence ; 


35.7 he prple aſſembling to as Service,the (tlbration of the 
EF 3. ACY Re 
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_ Sr _ 
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8) See our (e- 
cond SeRion. 
Alſo, Harmon, 
Conſel.fidei. 
SeaR.16, Ats 
and Monu- 
ments.vol. 1. 
pag.5-col.8. M. 
Edwards Trea- 
tile againſt 
Toleration 
Pap.14. 


b)As Mr,Scud- 
der would have 
in his Chri/#s- 
ans daily walk, 
cap.6,pag.l158. 
c) Mat. 26. 20. 
26, 

d) A&.:0.6,7- 
c)1Cor,11.21, 


( 44) 


[ Sacraments, and the like : Thele are abſolutely and ever binding 
to all che Churchas of Ze/#«Chriſt.Cultoms reſpeively religions, 


are ſuch as in reſpeC of their fatter, Manner, Exd are Religious, 


bat have their Inſtitution from the praftice and Authority of 


G O D'S Church ; Of which number is this Obſervation of the 
Nativity; The atter whereof is our Saviours Birth, The AZax- 
»er is with preaching; prayers, thankſgiving; almes,and a liberall 
yet ſobzr nſe of G O D'S Creatures; the Exd is the Honour of 
Chriſt and'our owne Edification :*_ Theſe Cuſtomes though in 
themſclves . things indifferent, yet in reſpe& of the Churches 
Authority become binding ; and the wilfull contemptof them 
is acontenipt of Authority,a ſcandall and offence to eheChurch, 
which by the joynt conſent of all Pcoteltant Divines is a ſinne x. 
painſt the Morall Law(4)... ot # ; 
..... © Your ere then containes a double errour : 
_Firſt,it implies a miſunderſtanding of the Nature of our Feſti. 
vail; for we eſtcem it not (as you propound)} amongſt Cuſtomesg 
abſolutely religious, : eee; 
Secondly, by the DisjunRive ['0r] you infianate;that ſuch Cu. 
ftomes as have ſure footing upon Apoſtolicall Praflice, are abſolutel 
religious ard binding to all Chriſtian Churches; Which is falſe; For 
if.is the Apoſtolicall Precepr, not Apoſtolicall Praice, that 
makes a Cultome abſelntely religious and univerſally binding, © 
The Pradice of our Saviour himſelfe, and of his Apoſtles . with 
him, and the Church to boot (5),did not charge the Nature of 
things indifferent : but as they uſcd them freely. ſo they. ;lefe 
them free : We read that the holy Communion was celebrated 
at the time of Supper,by our Saviour and his Diſciples(c),by the 
D.ſciples and theChurch ©f7r0a5(4),by the Church atCorinth(e): 
and yet who will ſay ; that the Celebration of the Communion 
at that time 45 a Cuſtome ab/o/utely religious, .hath Authority of 
Divine Prece pt, and bindeth all the Churches of Chriſt > 


if LCUSIERE II. NM 
Whether you can ſubſtantially prove that Chriſt was borne on the 25. of 
December ? and what your proofes are ? | Ko 


NO  . ANSWER, a” 
Tf the full conſent of clear and undoubted Records,if the Te- - 
ſmony of the antient Greek and Latin Churches;if the generall 
2, acknow- 


(45) 
Acknowledgement of thoſe that profeſſe. Chriſtianity; be /7b- 
ftantiall proofs; (which.no man of common ſenſe will deny) then 
have we ſubſtantially proved that Chriſt Was borne on the 25, 0 
December.. (f) And truly upon the like reaſons. as our Op. 


ponents make ſcruple at this, may.they queſtion what ever is 


chronicled : Admit, we ſhould affticme, that 7751;am the Con- 
quzrour was crowned at W:ſtminſter.on the 25. of December, 
and for the Authority thereot quorteRoger de Hoveden, Matthew 


- Parizand others ; Might not one ask , as they doe of Chriſts 


Birth-day, how could this be King Herold Was h'gh and paiſ- 


ſant in ORober before ; anda Soldier cannet ſoone believe that a 
wiſe Prince as Duke William Was, Would in Winter with his Southern 


prople, Wage warre in a Northerne Country, Neitber Was it the {it 


time for e Armies to be in the fiell;. And.it'4s not probable, that this 
Kingdome was congneredin the Sþace of tws Winter monethr. ( 2g) 
Bur, what ſenſe is in ſuch kinde of arguing,we leave to the judgc- 
ment of ary. rationall man.; and. for perfeR. ſolution of this 


Lee referre you to our ſixth Setion, 


CUERE 1! &1V. 


Whether the Celebration of that day can be clearely warranted by you from 
Scripture ? and what your Scriptures are,Or, Whether you can clear it'by 


ſound conſequence from the New Teſtament, though nor ſet downe there - 


© inrotidem:;verbied- 

ANSWER. | 
. Both theſe 2 eres ariſe from a miſtaken Principle ;, For the. 
Obſervation of this Feaſt (as we ſaid before ) is-not- a Cultome. 
abſolutely religious, whoſe warrant indeed.is from Scripture, ei- 
ther expreſly or by ſound: Conſequence. . Howbeit.we mult note ;, 
Thovgh this Anniverſary Feſtwall hath no particular and Spe- 
cial Scripture. warrant, whereby this very. day. is ſet apart co. 
this very end ;. yet.it may. have and hath a Gereral Scripture- 
warrant, under which it is authorized : For the Obſervation 
of ſuch- Anniverſary . Feaſts. is juſt and warranted from the 
Equity and ſenſe of the (eremoniall Law, which che Apoſtle 
(x Cor. 9.19.) ſhewerh to «be (till in force; and therefore the 


Lzgall Anniverſary Feaſts doe in Equity require and Rea PO 


. £Compare this. 


 110n1,p, 43,144. 


f)See our fixh 
ection, 
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(46) 
teach}, that there ought to be Goſpell- Anniverſary Feaſts, af. 
fipgaed for extraordinary Thanſpivings and: rehearſalls of 
G OD'Sextraordinary benefits ro his People, (b):As then from 
the proundsand reaſons of G'O D'S commanding the weekly 
Fealt of the Szbbath,(though che Sabbath bz now aboliſh:d) (3) 
our Charch hath good Authority and Warrant to ordaine one 


day in ſeven to be kept holy ; and{guided by che example of the . 
Primitive Churches, 'atid conſtant praRice 'of Chriſtians in all 


2ges,obſerveth and to that purpoſe ordaineth the ficlt day of the 


- week-under the title of the Lords Day: So,from the grounds and 


resſons of G O D'S commanding the Legall Anniverſary Feaſts; 
(thongh thoſe Feaſts be now aboliſhed,) -onr Church hath good: 


Authority and Warrant to ordaine ſolemne dayes of thankſgi. 
_ ' ving for GOD'S extraordinary benefits; and guided by the ex. 
' _ smple of the Primitive Churches and conſtant praftice of Chrj. 


ſtians in all sges, obſervech and to that purpo ordaineth (a- 


moneſt other Feaſts) the 25. day of December, under the title of Wh 


+ the day of Chriſts Nativity. 


k)Procopius li. 
3.Goth, 

U) 1Cor-11. 19. 
m) 1 Jobn;4.1. 
®) Vincen. Ler, 
contra hzreſ, 


CaP+3s 


Ms you can cleare the Celebration of that day by. Univerſal] tra« 
_ dition ? | | 
7 :._ .4NSW ER, FE 

This Word U=iverſall mult here be taken in a ſafe ſenſe : For; 


as of DoAtrine, ſo ſay Divines of Tradition ; to make it Unj- | li | 


erſal, ir is not requiſite, that all Chriſtians ſhould profeſle it 
throughout every age; for then, no DoErine can be ſiyled Ca. 
thelique or Univerſal, becauſe there is no DoAtine which hath - 
not at ſome time or- other, through weaknefſe of. Judgement, . 
pride of wit, or ſelfe-ends ,, beene drawne into queſtion, -if not 
oppoſed;(k):here muft br Hereſies,(1)and falſe Prophets ever were 
and will be. (-) -But that Tradition is truly termed Univer- 
ſall, unto which che Fathers, Martyrs and godly men of the 
Chriſtian Church have-in all jAges, to this preſent time borng- 
witneſſe, (») both by exhortations and examples : And ſuch 
is the Tradition of Solemnizing our Saviours Birth. day ; as 
my have abundantly proved in our fifth Seion, whereto wee 
referre. RET | 


ves: 


(47) 
1. EU CERDS VS | 
Whether (in this caſe ic can be evidenced by none, of theſe, vit, plaine Text, 
ſolid Inference, univeiſall Tradition) ir be not a'meere bumane inven- 
© tion, and (o Will-worſhip-? And how you will one day. acquit your ſelves 
before God, for placing ang crying ep mens Inventions, inſtead of the 
Inſticutions of Jeſus Chriſt ? And whether it were not: faithfull dealing 
with poore fimple people to cell them chat you have neither of theſe to wac« 


rantit ? 
eſNSVWVER —_ 
 Falſeit is and flanderons, that we cry wp the Celebration of 
_ this day as an [»ſtitation of Feſus Chriſt : And yet, we doe and 
muſt deny it to be a meere humane invention and Will-Wor ſhip; be- ' 
% cauſe the Obferving thereof is not onely approved by Univer- ' 
- fall Tradition, but (as we (hewed before) bath Sacred Authority 
and Scripture-warrant i the General, though not # Feciall; (o) 0) See our 
Of which kinde are, Set- Faſts, weekly or montthly LeAures, daily OE to the 
Prayer with our Families, the ſinging of Davids P/almes in meeter jd - fourch 
by a whole Congregation,and divers other Chriltian praices : (p) þ JUrtin.Expliz 
Whereas that worſhip which the Apolile calleth 17/;4.worſvip cat. Carecher, © 
and condemneth, is wholly deſtitute of Scripture-warrane as quzR. gr. 
well Generall as Special, and hath no other ground and originall 2*%ion 7.6 
- but the vaine opinion, will and phanſie of men ; as, The worſhip« ate | 
ping of Angels, and placing an abſolute holineſſe and neceſſity in 
things indifferent(q) We deſire therefore our Queriſt and his fol. 92) Coloſ.2.18,. 
lowers -to conſider well and lay to heart, how they will one ****** 
day acquit themſelves beforeGOD,for flandring their Brethren, "OY 
For calling good evil, (r Jand crying down that for a meer humane #) Iſay 5. zo. 
Wal - Invention and /:Z Worſhip, which hath Scripture-Authority and 
ws  theconſent of the Chrittian Churth in all Ages. And Were it nor | 
dl --- faithful dealing in theſe men,and their apparent duty, to tel poore | 
"ſimplePeople that they have unawares flipt into error and miſl:&_ 
them, and will hereafter (like S. Par) Iabonr the more abun- 
dantly (+) in aſſerting and divulging the Truth. 5)1Cors. 0 
PUSEREVII ” 
Since dayes and times commanded by G O D himlſelfe to be obſerved un- 
der the Law, were and are unlawfull under the Goſpell 3 Whether dayes 
and times commanded by men,and not by G O D,under the Goſpell,are 


not leſle lawfull ? | { 
ANSWER, "0 


wet —_ w—_uc — — Hm we . 


This Scrupl is eaſily one. if wee conſider the different 


Natures. : 


wa —— 


(48) - EE 
natures of thoſe dayes #»der the Law and theſe wnder the Goſpel : 
They were abſolutely neceſſary, theſe in themſelves are things 
indifferent ; They were parts of GOD'S publique Worſhip, 
?)Urfn.Expli- theſe are attendants and ſ#bſervient to GOD'S Worſhip; (t) They 
Wer For were inſtituted by G O-D himſelfe,theſe are eſtabliſhed by Chri-  þ 
Nam $4.46 ſtian Mag.ſtites, G O D'S Miniſters; (4) They as a grievory and |} 
w) Mat. 23. 4 unſupportabl: Toke ( Ww) were'aboliſhed at Chrifts Dath, (x) 
As 25. 19 theſe are things tending to Decency and Order in the Church,are 
oY nope Kay retained by Chriſts Warrant, (y) Now, what ground or Rea. 
Fir b- £4 ſon there is, to inferre the unlawfalnefle of the latter, from: 
3)1 Cor.14-40 the nalawfulneſſe 'of the former ; To conclule Goſpell- 
EY | dayes-of thankſ-giving , allowed by CyR1sT and ſect apart 
by - Chriſtian Magiſtrates, to be ualawfull; b:cauſe Legal: 
Fealts, aboliſhed by Cyx1sT, and which to re-admit is co. 
7) Gil.5.1; 2; thake Cyr 1sT of no effet, (=) are unlawfull; Let men of 
334+ ſobriety determine. And here neceſſary it is to take notice +. 
7 though after the Aſcenſion of Chriſt wee fiade the Apoſtles ar 
ſome of the Jewiſh Feaſts, as The Sabbath and Penticoſt; (a) Yet 
"dark did not they obſerve them as Legall Ocdinances , but as things. 
"0:6 - indifferent: All dayes were ty the Apoſiles alike ; (5) They 
" b Rom, 14.3. Made no vaſuxtion or difference of firſt or laſt, but every day of 
5,6;17, Col.2, the wethe they came together, every day they prayed, preached admi. 
+ NOM FE niſtred the Sacrament of the Lords Supper. (b) Indeed Saint Paul 
-- + *. #* in atime of famine, (c) did exhort the'Corinthiavs (according as 
© Cornel, he had given Order to the Churches of Galatia) that wpon the firſt 
Tacit, lib. 12. day of the weeke, every one ſhould put aſide by. himſelIfe, and lay up as- 
' GOD had proſpered him,for the reliefe of their diſtreſſed brechren 
d) 1 Cor. 16. at Zernſalem :(d) Bart this ex1ortation gives no preheminence to 
©2233s the fir day of the Weeke, nor implies a command, that all Chriſti. * . 
ans ſhould weekly meet on that day ro GODS publick Servicez: 
The Text ſpeakes onely of giving Almes, every one apart by hinz- 
ſelfe ; not a ſyllable of meeting, or an aniverſallcommany, or of 
' GOD Spablick Services , Prayers, Preaching and Sacraments, 
Fot by the very words and ſcope of the Apoltle, it is evident, 
that his Order and Exhortation was particular and tzmaporary,to 
; particular Churches,upon a particular and teraporary occaſion; 
e ) As was that (e) and therefore ſuch regurd df the day did onely concern thoſe 
of the ſore Particular Churchesand thar for a tina, Who will ſay,when the 
BN ON-TET ,-N 9 2 & benno ran: p Fa. 
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| (49) 
Famine was over, that the Galatians and Cormthians were ill 
bound to ſend Almes to their Brethren at Zeru/alem? And mighe 
not the Church at Antioch on the ſecond day of the weeke, the 


Chapter, Greet - | 


yee. one another 
with an holy 
kiſſe 


Saints at Philippi on the third, and the Brethren in Cilicia on Sce Mayrs Coe 
the fourth, give Almes to relieve the wants and neceſſities of mentary upon 
their Brethren at 7ern/alem, notwithſtanding this Order and Romans.16, 16 


cxhortation of $, Pap! to the Churches of Galatia and Corinth? 
May not wee on the other dayes, as well as the firſt day of the 
weeke; yea, On other dayes and not on the firſt;yes, but once 1 
. fortnight or moneth(az occaſion ſhall be) contribute co the re- 
lief of our diſtreſſed Brethen ? Afluredly we may,(w) 


N em nemo compellitur, fed ſþonte confert. Hes quaſi depoſits pictats ſunt, 
ezcnis alendk; difpenſatur. T ertul adverſ, Gentes. 


CUSLAERE VII: 


w) Modicam us 
nuſquiſque ftt« 
pem mepſtirus 
gre , vel-quangs 
| oof & þ modo 
 Þoſfit , opponit. 
Nan jnde'rou ah quam 


Whether the true and genuine Interpretation 'of Chrifimgs be Chrif.man > * 


And whether to perſ[wage/people.*tis ſo, be not to abuſe and delude them? 
. And whether we may not as well interpret Candlemas Gandle man,Michacl- 
- mas Michaelman,as Chriſtmas Chriſt-man? 


Ad NSWER, | 


That 2afſe and {an are words of the ſame roote and mea*3 
ning, is ( wee grant) an abſurd, vaine and groundleſſe conceir ; 


 - nor doe wee ſuppoſe the allegation of /o perſwading People, tg bg 


any other then a ſlanderous figment of our Puri}. For (as wee 
WW have ſhewed above) (e) our Engliſh Saxon (f) word 24aſſe, is 
$ . borrowed from the Latine word «Miſa, and ſignifies Publigquy 


ſervice, T he Lords Supper, Au Offering ; whereby there appeares 7) 


anexcellent and remarkable fignificancy in this Title CHR/ST- 
M1 AS D 4 Y,mplying THE day of Chriſts Publick Service, 
T H ZE day of celebrating Chreſts holy Communion, T H E gay 
of offering up our ſelves, and thankfulneſle unto Chys/#;; for thag 
(iſt. the Soz of GOD, the brightneſſe of his Fathers glory, and ex- 

preſſe image of his Perſon,(g) in whom dwiheth all the falnefſe of the 
God. head bodily, (h) tid vouchſafe for our ſakes ſo low a conde- 
Fcenſion as to take pon him the forme of aſervant, (5) and this 
day to bee borne of a pure Virgin, And as for the uſe of this 
word Mafſe, we have (by the confeſſion even of thoſe that 


þ - \wave-|) che example of Chtiltians inthe very time ofthe Apo» 


|. Tiles, (k); the - ancient cyſtome and .approbatipn of GM.N'S 


cYSce our third 
Setion, . 
Moſt words 
of one ſyllable 
in Engl(h are 
24x00 origi- 
nally, 


g ) Heb. x. 2,3 


| þ) Col. 2.91 


z) Phil, 317 | 
k) Vide Obſers 


vat in Harm. 


.Canfeſs.Set:; 


I 4c Ad Auguſt: 
ArtiCt, 


G 2 Church 


— 


lt uUrhn Expl. 
Garechet. 
quzſt,80, 
m) Lib.4; ad- 
verſus Marcios 
nem. 

n)Lib.z Ep.14 
p)De Tempor. 
Sermon. 237. 
g) Perkin.vol, 2 
Demonſtrat.of 
the Problem, 
Jael. Apolog- 
pag 42. 

7) AQs & Mon. 
vol.2. fol. 448. 
30.& fol. 451. 
60,and fol, 

45 2020.60. | 
{) Teſtimons 
Antiq.p.7 9+ 

7) oleidars 
Comment. [.6. 
f,101,102,10 9 


_- u)Vide Hate 


Conf. SeR.14. 
| Auguſt. Conf. 
Artic.t, 


w) Mat.1 I.17; 


*)Rom:13.5: for wrath, bnt alſo for conſcience ſaks (x) which no Saints.or Chil- 


; (50) TER 
Church,(7) the Authorities of Tertu[iar, (m) Cyprian, (n) eAm- 


broſe, (0) AuguFtin, (p) and other eminent Fathers who-flou. 


riſh:d long before the dayes of Popery : (4) Yea, in a Sermon 
on Eaſter.day trarflated ont &@f Latin into the Saxon tongue 
Anno 996, and in divers Saxon Epiltles, (>) before ever the-Po- 
piſh DoRcine of Tranſubſtantiation was heard of in this }ſland , 
we finde the word Maſſe, ſometimes exprefiing Prblick Service, 
ſometimes T he Lords Supper ; and Holy-dayes were by the Sax- 
ons called Hafſe dayes : becauſe on thoſe dayes GOD'S P»blick 


Service and uſually the Holy Communion was celebrated. (5) 


Wherefore this word Laſſe is neither Popiſh nor invented by 
Papiſts; and is uſed not onely in the Church of Eng/ard, but hath 
the teſtimony of thoſe glorious and renowned Churches of Ger. 
many, whoſe Z:ale and Proteſting for the Faith firſt acquired to 
themſelves the name of Prozeftants-; (t) Onur (hurches, lay they, 
are falſly accuſed that they aboliſh the Maſſe ; For the Maſſe 
(meaning the Lords Supper)s retained with'us, and celebrated with 
higheſt reverence. (#) And if words mult be therefore caſt our 
and abominated, b:cauſe they are prafaned by Papilts ; then 
muſt theſe words Scriptare, ( burch, Baptiſme, Lords Supper, 
Prayer, Preaching, Sacrament, Almes, Patience, and many more 
be caſt out, which are by them na lefle abuſed unto ſuperſtition, 


profanenefle, idolatry,then the Haſſe. 


2USMſEREITR, 

Whether the Saints are bound to rejoice in the Birth of Chriſt'on that day 
men ſuperſtitiouſly call Chriftmas, more then at other times ?- And whe- 
ther the Lords day be not THE day appointedfor them to rejoice on?- 
| ANSWER. | REN 

- Teis falſe, that men /#perſiitionſly call this day Chrifmas; for 
though :they cannot without ſolid convition of the unlaw- 
fulneſle; rejeR the uſe thereof, yet doe they not place any Re- 
ligion in,or efteeme of that Title more then of (briſts Birthday, 
the Nativity of Chriſt, the day of the Nativity, or the like ; which 
they ever did and doe uſe as names indifferent, But for our 
ſpeciall joy on that day ; if it be the duty of Chriſtians to heare 
the Church; (w) if in things jult the Magiſtrates commands be 
obligations, and men m»ſ# xeeds be ſubjetFthereunto, not onely 


— ww ww * 


dren 


(5x) 
drenof GOD will deny; then are Saints boyn1 to expreſſe 


their 7ejoycing 1 the Birth of (hrift,more eſpecially on this day ſet 


apart for this end,rhes at other times : Noe not we on every fifth 


| of November, | as the Jews did on the dayes of Purim] (y) y) Efther.g.18, 
- more eſpecially then at other times , declare our joy in GO DS 19.38, 


remporall deliverance of our State > And if a corporall and 
temporary mercy unto a Nation may be yeerly recorded: with 
Publick joy and thanksgivings unto GO D; much more may 
we with rejoyctngs, prayer and praiſes record GODS ſpirituall, 
everiaſting and unſpeakable mercy in- Chtiſts Birth, the good 75: 
| dings of great joy unto all people(Z). | 

Indeed,the Lords day is appoynte1 for us to- rejoyce on; yet is it 
not THE 4ay,ſo as to extinguiſh: or leſſ:n our duty on othec 
daies appointed alfo to GODS Service. For by whom and when 
was the Lords day appointed ? Throughour:the Old Teſtament 
we have no intimation of it. (yprians ſaying, that Circumciſion 
4s a type or fizure of Chriſts Reſurreftion, and our Solemnity on 
the eighth day (a) is rather his conceit then judgement ; for in 
chat Sacrament neither f1gne nor ations, bear the leaſt analogy 


” 


I). Luke 2. 10. 


4)Lib.3.Ep.toc: 
ad Fidum.Cir- 
cumeiſion was: 
on the eighth 


or (imilitnde with .Chriſts riſing from the dead. And to ſpeak day,becauſe tbe: 


truly, how can the day of Chriſts ReſurreRion be termed the 
eiphth day ? In reference to the weeke it was the firſt day, (6) 
in reference to his death and buriall :& third dzy ; (c) in refe- 
rence tothe month the ſeventh and twentieth day ; (d) and it can 
no otherwiſe be termed the eighth, then becauſe it next followes 
the ſeventh ; jult as one is thirteen a clock, becauſe its the next 
houre afcer ewelve, B:fides,{hould we admit this Typicail phan- 
ſy, then muſt the day of Chrilts ReſurreRtion be no Solemne or 
Holy-day, but a common ordinary day, as was the day of Cir- 
cumciſion ; elſe the eype and thing typifted will not correſpond. 
-As for the day of the fourth Commandement ; that things 
may be clearly underſtood, we mult note that the morail Law 
-and the Law of Nature are one and the ſame; (e) and it is 
called the Morall Law, that is to ſay the Law of manners, becauſe 
ig.is an evertaſting rule for the manners and auties of men; botly to. 
-wards GOD and toWards their Neighbour. | ad 
Next, we muſt know, that a ſabbath, isa ſet time appointed 


child was un- 
cleanercill the - 
eighth day. 
Levit. 11.2.3. 
& 15-19.24- 
b) Mark.16.9. 
c) Mat. 12.40, 
John 2, 19. 
d)Aug.deTrin, 
1, 4.C.5. Chryſo- 
exp.inc.t, Luc. 
e) Pol, Syntag. 
Theol. lib.6. cad. 
T o.fol 2 267 . 
Bucan. Loc.com, 
I9.Scft.11.Ju- 
nius.Theſ.Theol..- 
loc.23.Sr, W, 


R: Hift.1.2,6.4.7 


Set. 9. 
f) Urſin. Expl. 


by juſt Authorityto GOD'S ao: ig. ds ) The = Car.queſt.103 
They G. 3. bath 


— 


"9" NEON : 
' bathis a [ſabbath under the Law by GOD'S command to be 
: weekly obſerved on the ſeventh day : The Loras day is a fabbath 
g)See our under the Goſp:ll by the Churches Authority. (g) to be weekly 
Prue the | obſerved on the firlt day : So that the Sabbath and the Lord: day , 
Hs Dare ' Giffer ſpecifically, that is, are of aiſtintt natures and kindes, Hence 
Calvin, init«. 2, it is, that the fourth Commandement is partly AZoral/, partly 


c wo 5 8. Ceremoxiall, (bh) oral and Natwrall, in that it commandeth 
31. Zanch. in 


| a ſabbath or ſet time to be appointed for G O D'S publique ſer= 
:— £* vice: unto which by the ſecret inſtin&t of nature all people and 
T.:+ Theol, Nations, though never ſo heatheniſh, barbarous,Jand ignorant of 
dePrxcept.q. the trne GGD;did and doe by their cultomes and pratice bear 


Simler.adExod.. witneſſe. (s) Ceremonial, in that it commandeth The Sabbath 
- 20. Pargws ad 


Rr tba Orſeventh and laſt day of the weeke, on which GOD refed from 
Pole Syn, 14 worke of Creation to be kept holy (4) And thar this was 
Theol.[.6.c.z0 Ceremoniall appeareth, Firlt, Becauſe the Lord himſelfe 'num- 
;)Rom.2.14415 bring the Ceremonial Feaſts, placeth the Sabbath in the very front 
Feneſt, c,de 93* and head of them. (/) Secondly, Becauſe the Sabbath was 2 par- 
_ __ _ ticular remembrance to the Iſraclites of their deliverance from 
Lats Grin- Egyptian bondage, () Thirdly, Becauſe the Sabbath was to 
flon-BRares,]f, diltingaiſh and divide the Jewes from the Gentiles ;'(») which, 


 254-255- 758. middle Wall of partition, (brift, our peace, both broken downe, (6) 
1002 © Fourthly, Becauſe, che Sabbath was a type or ligne of ſanflifica- 
Luke 23:56, 1501 and fpirituall reſt by the promiſed 24eſiab, (p) the ſubſtance 
with Ex.20.1z -& accompliſhment of what was ſpadowed.(q)Laltly,The Apoliles 


t) Levit-23- prohibition of the necefſary obſervance: and Divine efteeme of 
m)Deur,5.15. 


the Sabbath daies, (r ) without excepting the ſeventh day, is 2 
ni: _ 96.4 cleare proof againſt the old Sabbatarians ; And as well that pro- 
p) LY 31: 13, hibition as the lawfull change of the Sabbath or Seventh day of 
Hebr.'4.4,5.9, the weeke, which is our Saterday, into the Lords day or firſt day 
IO,11, ofthe weeke which is our S»»day, are manifeſt proofes againſt 
Dewey po the New Sabbatarians, that ;he Sabbath day was Ceremonial: For 
o0e2 41937 we muſt not, we cannot ſuppoſe that the Apoſile ſhould per« 

ſwade Chriſtians toa light eſteems of any part of the Morall 
HP Nh Law; nor could that which is Morall be changed. {s ) | 
Theollib. 2, - . Groundleſſe then and erroneous is the Opinion, as well of 
1o.fol.22.63.D, the Old Sabbatarians, who teach that THE ſeventh day is MT- 
1)See the Pra- xall;'as-of the New Sabbaterians who would have 4 ſeventh day 


_ Riceot Piery, Morall ; (t).For þy the diftates and diſcourſe of meergNaturall 
57 rn Ob Sees reaſon 
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(53) 
| reaſon, neither the ſeventh nor « ſeventh has more evidence to 2: Twiſle, 
+ be kept holy then the or a fifth, ſixth, eighth, tenth, ewentieth Wes 10 
day : And we challenge all S1bbatarians, Old or Nzw, to deli- wp & Rich, 
ver freely their Judgement and Conſcience, whether if chey had Byfeld, Mar- 
never ſeens or heard of che Scriptures, they could by the Booke -tiadale, Abbot 
of Nituce have found our, that GOD in ſixe dayes finiſh2d the 22 "cir bg 
Creation, reſted on the ſeventh, and therefore ordained the. or "67 fool oy 
aſeventh day to be weekly kept holy.; If they ſay, they could, $cudder in his 
let chem ſhzw it,and the learned will for ever do them homage, Chriſtians daily: 
If they ſay, thzy cold not, as molt certtinely they cannot, then is -#4ke, DoQor 
neither the nor a ſeventh dayes Obſervation Morall : Much lefſs vg, ature | 
Morall is the fre. day of the week or Lords aay, of which there is gc. : 
not the lea't cittle or glimpſe in the Fourth Commandmeat. 'Tis 
= Crue, in this age and land of Novelty, ſome Reaſons and far 
| fetchve circumitances have been diſp2rſed among the people, to- 
Y perſwade the Morallity of the or a ſeventh, and thence to infinu- 
ate the Morality of the Lords day ; but the ſhillownefle and.ill 
compoſure of theic Arguments is ſo obvious, even to men of in- 
different capacity, thae we (hill onely touch upon the-chiefe, 
whereby the reſt tnay bz judged. Y 
REASON I, If the OSdfervation of neither the nor a ſeventh 
day be Moroll ; then are there bur nine Commandments in the 
.Morall Lav, | 
. ANSW. The Inference is falſe ; For (wee have proved) the 
Morality ofthe fourch Commandment conſiſts not in obſerving . 
the or a ſeventh day, but in keeping holy. a ſabbath day or time fer 
apart to GODS publick Service, which is our boundea andjper- 
-petuall duty. | 8 
 REAS, I1, The Sabbath was inſtituted in Paradiſe, whileft- 
Akam retained his innocency and parfeRion; therefore the Sab- 
. *bath'is not Ctremoniall, 7 EP 
.. ANSW. This is often urged by our New Sabbatarians; though 
duly conſidered, it makes nothing ac all to cheir pacpoſe ; For 
. ſhould we gcant, the Sabbath or ſeventh day of the weeks to be 
Moral! and unchangable, then..what would .become of their - 
| -ſoonelt, (op did not inſtitute: rhe Sabbath till he re/Zed, and 
hint was 0#:chr ſeventh day: (#) whereas Adam fell on the day gf 
| his 
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(54) 
w) Compare bijs creation, wh'ch was the ſixth day,(w)and at Evening was caſt 
G.n 47. 21, gyr of Paradiſe. (x) | 


32, XC: 3: Te RF AS.IÞ; The Sabbath was appointed before Loſes his time; - 


ith chip. -I. | / 
v4. ; p. Therefore the Sabbath was not ceremoniall. 


2) Chap. 3.% ANSW, Wededny the conſequence ; For Sacrifice and [r. 


.24, See my ' examciſion were appointed long betore Meſes, (y ) yet were they 
'Praflice 0 | 


7 4 Ceremonial and zboliſh:d in Chrilt. (z) 

EY 6494 RE AS.1V. Heathens obſcrved the ſeventh day 3s an holy day; 
Mlet on ix- Therefore the ſeventh dajes obſervation is Moralt and Natural}, 
fold Comment. - ANSW, Tois Argument is likewiſe falſe ; for ſuch Heathens 
on'G.n.c.3.4- had not the. ſeventh dajes obſervation by inſtint of Nature, but 
3 Hen by imitation from the Jews,as ſome amongſt them had and till 
py oy ens = | have Circumciſion and Sacrifices : (4) And that is not Naturall” 
Gen 3024 - Which /orze people, but what al obſerve ; (5) which never was 
J) Gen.4-3;4- nor will be proved of the ſeventh day. 

& 8.20. &17- REAS.V.The word Sabbath ſignifies reſt ; The Lords day is 
4 __ :<.24. reſt: Therefore the Lords day may be called THE Sabbath.And 
3 29. Galac. if it mzy be called The Sabbath, then it is The Sabbath. 


5. 2. Hebz39.99, ANSW. This is a ſyllogiſme of the fourth Figure, abſurd and 


1.0. ridiculous ; For in the ſame way, Fohn might be called eLdam, 
a) Joleph.con- 


a Apo: lib. 3. becauſe the word Adam ſignifies mar, (c). and ohn is a man : So 
Brerewoods ©; Might S. Dans be called The Temple,becaule the word temple 
Enquiries (ſignifies Church,and S.Danſtans is a Charch: And as to the latter 
chap.12. Inference ; itis as wiſe as the former ; For who ſees not that 
b) Ins _ ſometimes through craft, ſometimes through ignorance, things 

poli, wl.og ay be called what indeed they are not ? A man way call copper, - 
eandem bzhes Gold;yet it followes not that it is Gold, But we liſt not to ſpend 
porenziam. Ari- time in breaking ſtrawes, and therefore we ſhall not purſue this 
ſto.lib.5-Ecbic- point, nor take any ſtriRt ſurvey of the manifold contraditions, 
gw *. falſities and notorious riff.raf, wherewith moſt of our New 
ſabbath enifies Sabbatarian Treatiſes abound : Only, we deſire theſe profound 


res: Whence - Sophiſters to ſtudy well the firſt leaf of their Accidence, and they 
as the Latines 


as it will finde a difference between Proper Names aud Commen.Now: 
_ +. from the foregoing premiſes this concluſion is evident;That fince 
Engliſh from 8 Morall part of the fourth Commandement enjoynes only 4 
the Latines, have a Sabbatiſme, 20 ſabbatize, which Ggnifies a refing, to reft. And did Printers 


diſtinguiſh the Noune Appellative ſebbarh from the proper Name The Sbbath, by a great let- 


ter, as in all languages they ought to do ; our New $abbatarians might finde the Lords day, 
called / abbathum 2 efabhath ws 'f off 3 {cldome or never, Sebbathum, the _ 


Sabbath, 
Javoath 


(55) 


* Sabbath, not any particular and preciſe day to G op's publick 
Service; And the ceremonia'l part enjoyned only The Sabbath or 
ſeventh day on which Go Dd reſted from his work of creation x 
Therefore the Lords day or firſt day of the week on which (rift 
roſe from the grave,is not by the fourth commandment appoine- 
ed to be kept holy. CI: - 
; Nor doe the Goſpels make any mention of the obſerving the 
Lords day. Thoſe propheticall words of our Saviour, 'Pray ye 
that your flight be not in the winter, neither en the Sabbath day (c) © Mut.14."10, 
though we would prove them undeniably to be Figarative (4d) a) Auguft. de. 
and are ſo underſtood by ſome of the new Sabbatarians:(e) yer — aig, 
y” | gellib-2,2.77. 
taken literally, import no more but that the Sabbath, or ſeventh c JRich.Byfield; 
day, was kept at the time of Zern/alems deſtruRion, ( f)) about Do&rine of * 
thicty nine years afcer che death of Chriſt ; (g) Which is moſt tbe Sabbath, p. 
true; As alfo to this very day the Jewes obſerve it with other 4c 
Moſaicall Rites, and ceremonies.But what is their ſuperſtitions | pgs; 
and unwarranted keeping The Sabbath or ſeventh day of the: with yer;20. 4 
week,co the Chriſtians celebration of the Loydz day or firſt day of 8) Joſeph. de 
the week 2 Indeed, the Evangeliſt S. 7ohs ſpecifies two ſeverall ys. udaico, 
times whereinChriſt afcer his Reſurre&ion appeared to his Diſl- $7 08. WF. 
ciples, when they were aſſembled. One was, at evening the ſame ' Chronol.l.5. 
day he roſe from the dead, being the firſt day of the week:{ h)But this þ) John 20. ge 
Text affords no foundation at all for-their conceit, who would 79: 
have the Diſciples then aſſembled to celebrate the day of Chriſts, 
ReſucreRion ; For, OY | 
Wu © 1.The day was ert,or very little of it remaining,before they © — 
ws  afſembled.(s) | Ts 7) Compare | 
Las 2:The Scriptures expreſly tell us, why they met, they were aſ- L366 9.33- 
ſembled for feare of the Fews ; (k) and what they did being mer, 7 Jobn 0. 
they ſupt together and their meat was broiled fiſh and an hony comb: t) John 20,19. 
(1) Here's not a word of Praying, Preaching, and other fol:mn 1 xx .. 23 
dutyes requiſite to a ſolemne day. | I 
; 3, The coming of ary Magdalene and others to the Sepul- 
chre,and bringing Fices,with intent to avoint our Saviours Body; TTY 
(-) And the travelling of the two Diſciples from 7ernſalem to m) Mar. 16.17 
Emmaus upon their private occaſions, (z) are clear teftimonies » Luk-3 4.13. - 
that that day was in their repute a common ordinary day. 
+ .4. And laſtly,the Diſciples at cheir firſt aſſembling, did not be- 
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(56) 

9 Luk.24. 11. lieve the ReſorreRion of Chriſt; (0) and therefore wh en Chriſt 
appeared unto them as they ſat at meat, he upbraided them hertin,with- 

p)Mark.16.14: heir wnbeliefe and hardneſſe of beart : (p) How then could it be, 
that che cauſe of their afſembling was to celebrate the day of 
Cbrifts Reſurrection ? E | 
The other time wherein Chriſt did appeare to his Diſciples. 
s\ſ:mbl-d, was (faith the foreſaid Evangeliſt) afcer exght dayes ; 
(4)which word after ſhewes that the eight dayes were ſully com- 
pleat and ended,and ſothis meeting of the' Diſciples falls on the 
* Note. Itisa ninth day; - * Now accompt Nize, either including the day of 
received Rule Chy;fts ReſurreRtion,and their meeting was on the ſecond day of 


q) Joh.20.26. 


amongſt all 


Divi. 4.44. the ſecond weeke;Or,Nine from the time of his former appza- 
in Chronology, TANCE TO his D-ſcip'es,exclnding the day of his R-ſurrection 
r\ar the cxpreſ- [which is more probably the ſenſe of theGoſpe!Jchen was their 
ſions of time, meeting on the third day of the fecond week; and it can no way 


Sacred SW- be affigned to the ficlt day of the week,unlefſe we ſay as our new: 
$ 1165, ought ever 


to be taken in be S2ÞÞDurarians,that after eight dayes malt b2 interpreted, before 


fulteft ſenſe, uu- eight dyes, to wir, 0» the ſeventh, which is moſt ridiculous. | 
IrſSe: by o:her Com? we tothe As, and we read not there, that the Apo- 
T cXb8 = neceſ= tles did praRtice or appoint the Obſervation of rhe firſt day of 
cede " the weeks above the reft : It ſeems geod[ (ay they unanimouſly in. 


| proved, - that famous Synod at 7erwuſalen] ro the Holy Gheſt andto us,to lay. 


No FuR THE & BURTHEN #por you THEN THES ENE- 
f CESSARY THINGS, that ye abſtaine from things offered to 
Idols, and from blood, and from things ſtrangled, and from Forni- 
r) Ads 15-28, Cation. (+) As for that mectirg of Pax/and the Diſcip'es at 
es Treas ; (5) whether we reſpeR the time or the end of their: 
5} AQs 20.6.7. meeting, ir makes nothing at all co the celebration of the Lords 
day. The tive is expreit ro be wpon the firſt day of the - weeke 
. when the Diſciples came together 10 break bread, which all D'.. 
1) Mur.26,20, Yes grant to be at evening ( t) on Sunday night ; and, ſaith the 
Mark.14;19. T«Xxt,they continued together t5/l breaks of day. (#) Now what is 
u) Ads 20, 7, this tothe Lords Day ? Did the firſt Chriſtians or muit we keep 
I our weekly Feafts from the Evening on Sunday night till breake 
6A wager of. day on Manday ? certainly none will ſay ;it : Beſides, it is 
Sab = 1 *y facres principle with fore of the New Sabbatarians,(W) that 
Theſ.76, 77, The time of celebrating the Lords day, does contious no longer: 
90. then #1 1be Evenivg, according to the old Leviticall rate, from 


6V63 


(57) 

even unto even ſhall ye celebrate your Sabbath : (*)How then can 
it be ſaid without a contradiftion to themſelves, that this mece. 
ing of the Diſciples at or i» the Evening, when the time of cele- 
bration- was paſt, was to celebrate the Loyds day? And for the 
end of their meeting, Prayer, Preaching,receiving the Lords $ #p- 
per, heavexly conference , theſe were to the Diſciples (not week- 
{y, but) daily-ordinary exerciſes ; (W) and if frem thence ſhould 
follow a neceſſity of keeping the day holy, then muſt every day 
be kept holy, which is repugnant eo God's Commandement, 
(x) the DoQtine of the Apoſtles, (y) and common reaſon. 
' In all choſe Sacred Epiltles of Pas/ (Z)7ames,Peter,fohn,Fude, 
w: have not- one ſyllable of the Lords day; That of the Apoſtle 
Heb.4.9.is not ſpoken of a weekly temporary reſt,but of another; 
(z) 3 reſt which he exhorteth us to firive ro enter into by faith ; 
(a) x reſt in the htavens into which Chriſt Jeſus our high Prieſt is 
paſſed before 1s, (b) This reſt (lay Interpreters)is a Spirituall reſt, 
(c)bzgun in this life by ceaſing from fin and doing righteouſnels; 
bur perfeRly 8 everlaltingly continued in life eternal:(4)Which 
is ſo clea:ly the ſenſe of the Apoltle, that it is confeſſed by ſome 
of our N:w Sabbatarians (e) | 

 *Tis ras, S. John who wrote his Booke called The Revelation 


nb out the year of Chrilt 96,/f)which was long after the deceaſe 
. of the relt of the Apoltiles, ſaith, that he Was 5» the ſpirit, or, (15 
ſome tranſlations have it )he was raviſped in the Fþirit on the Lords 
day:(g) Which ſhzws indeed there was ſome day then called che 7) 


Lords day,and of note in the Chriſtian Church. But, whether thar 


day were an Holy-day or not;or,if an Holy-day,whether week- e) 


ly or Anniverſary ; or,if weekly, whether on tbe firſt day of the 
weeke,the day of our Lords ReſurreRion,or oz the fixth day of the 
weeke, they day of our Lords Paſſion ; (which was the weekly 
Holy-day in moſt Grecian Churches uncill the reign of (onſtar- 
tine *)S. {shn is wholly (ilent.And for the celebration thereof, he 
neither commands.it nor commends it to us ; but as he found it, 
ſo he leaves it, a thing indifferent © | 
Wherefore we conclude, that the obſervation of the Lords 
day hath no precept,no praQice, throughout the Scriptures; and 


conſequently is no day. appointed by God,Chriſi, or his Apoſtles 
3 "Here ; 


to be kept holy. : | 


*)Levic.23.3 21 


w) AQ.2.4t. 
46.and 5,42. 
x) Exod. 20.57 
1) Epheſ.4 28. 
2 Thel. 3.10," 
I 1,12 
I) That place 
in the x Cor. 
IG. 1, 2,3. is 


cleared in our 


Atiſw. tothe 
I 7ih eCuere, 
I) a by 
a) Verſe it. 
b) Verſe 14. . 
c)Bez.annot.in 
locum, | 
com.39.$e&.16 
d)Urkn Expli- 


cat. Cat.q.1o0z: 


Sec. 1. Baxter 
in his Saints ts 
verlaſiing Reſt. 
chap. 2, 

c) Ra Byhelds, 
Do&rine of 
the Sabbath, 
pag-210. 
Irenzus 
contra H ecets 
lib.g. 
Rev.1,10. 
fut ſpiritu cor< 
reptus, So Betz.10 


* About the yeay 
3Z 2 4+ Vid, ; 
Func. Coms 
meEc.in Chron; 
1.3.NOTE,th: x 
*Patmor, where 
$, Tobn'wrate } 
bis Revelation, 
is a Greeke. 
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b «S«0 tempore 
Chriftiani dicm 
Dominicum fe- 
riari ceperint , 
non eft memorie 
proditum. Mag- 
deburg.Cent. z, 
lib. 2.cap.6.4 

7 Revel.I.10. 
k Ley, Sunday 


a Sabbath ch. 4. ft 


] Ex arbitrio 
elegit.Uclin. 

E xpl.Cat- *L 
103, 5eR.l. 

m Bullinger in 
Apacalypl.c.. 
concione,4- ' 
* Per. Martyr. 
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20s 

+ Baftingins, 
Expol. Carcct, 
4. precepti. 
n Pet.de Moulin 


- in his Treat, of 


T radir.ch.20, 
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(58) 
Here ſome may aske ; When thzn-began the Lords day: to.bs 
obſerved > Who appointed it *2nd upon what grounds was it ap- 
ointed ? We anſwer to the fiiſt ; though: the exaFt time be not 
recarded, When Chriſtians began to keep holy the Lords day. ; b yet 
from that'of Jeb» i (underſtood according to the Tradition ge« 
nerally received) we may gather, the obſerving thereof is very 
ancient, and was ſometime before 7ohn wrote thatBaok: k And 
it hath been undeniably obſerved by Go Þ $s Church in all ſuc. 
ceeding ages to this day, To the ſecond we anſwer ; The Ob. 
ſcrvation of the Lords day is appointed by the Chriſtian Charch, 
T he Church (faith Vr(n) ont of her own will and pleaſure choſe the 
ri day of the week for certain reaſons |, The Church (ſaith Bul. 
linger) of her ſelfe freely choſe and received the day of Chriſts Re- 


ſurretflion in ſtead of the Sabbath : We read not that it 1 any where 


commanded, m T he Chriſtian Church (laith Peter Martyr) did- 
ot amiſſe when ſhe appointed the Lords day to be obſerved inſtead of 
the Sabbath. * GOD (faith Baſtingins) for a cauſe fitly ſervin g the 
times of the appearing of the Meſſias, did diſanult that Law of the 


ſeventh day,anil left it free for his Church -to make u(e of other days, 


which for a probable cauſe choſe the firſt day, wpon Whith fell the Re- 


ſurreflion of Chrift, F We affirme (faith Peter du Moulin) aff 


the DoArines of -the Chriſtian Faith. are contained in the Scri- 
The Obſervation of ' the Lords day is not a Do« 
Arine, but a Law of Church Government. n The Church 
(faith N\ apier) tranforted the exerciſe of Saturday to the Suns 
day. o The Church ( faith Wiſlket) changed the Holy-day of 


reſt from the ſeventh- day to the firſk , which ts the Lords 
day p. But, we fhall not inſiſt upon the: teſtimonies of p:r- 
ticular.men;fiace we have herein the concurrent; Judgement of 
all Proteſtant Charche;z, as:may bs ſeen art large in The Harmony 
of (onfeſſions.: 0 Take thereout one inſtance ;.[t # apparent (faith 
Auſpurg) that the Church appointed the Lords day to the end; th t. 
people ſhould know When'to meet together ; and whoſoever dothinks 
that by the. Churches Authority, the Obſervation of the Lords day 

was ordained inſtead of the Sabbath,as neceſſary, do very much erre. 
p To the third Demand we anſwer ;} That the Church upon-juſt 
Grounds hath appointed the Lords day to be kept holy; Which 
-- Grounds are theſe.. Firſt, the Morality of the fourth Com, 


mandemeat 


G9) 270 
mandement requireth ft dayes and times to GODS publique 
Service; and thercfore the Chriſtian Church for the performance 
of this Commandment, and according to rhe liberty Wherewith 


Chriſt hath madt her free, (q) did amongſt other dayes, ſer 2 pare 
the Lords day to: Gop:s Service : (-)-And in reſpe& of this Ge- 
nerall Warrant it is, that Divines do frequently fay, the Ob/er- 
vation of the Lords dzy hath eAuthority fromG OD $ Comman- 
d:ment, Secondly, the Equity of the ſeventh dayes Obſervation 
under the Law, obliged the Church coſet apart the ſeventh day 
under the Goſpel] : For it were diſproportionsble and an utter 


ſhame, that. Chriſtians in-thetr ;Cnties and Thankſ-givings to: 
Gop ſhould come ſhort of thoſe that were under theLaw when 


their benefics are much greater.(-) Thirdly, the Church,nor pla- 
cing any holinefſe in dayes, nor from an opinion of the neceſlity 
of. keeping one day rather then another, did out of her owne 
judgement, freely and voluntarily chuſe che- firſt day of the Weeke 
for our ſeventh dayes Solemnity.* :. and this free choice of the 
Charch is in part acknowledged: by ſome New Sabbatarians ; 7 
profeſſe (ſaith one of them) that I doe not conceive there is-any mo- 
rall neceſſity , that that day of the weeke on which Chriſt Roſe from: 


the Grave, ſhould be kept holy in the (briſtian Church, rather then 


the day Wherein he Was Borne, or.the day Wherein he Suffered on the 


Creſſe, or the day wherein he Aſcended into. Heaven (s). Howbeit, 
though no injunRion or neceſhity be laid. on the Church, yet ſhe. 


wanted not certaine perſwaſive reaſons and indacements, for 
refuſing th#laſt day of the Werke , and making choice of the firſt. 
Two reaſons ſhee had for refuſing the liſt day of the Vieeke ; One 
was, that by not-obſerving the Sabbath-day,Chriſtians might un- 
derſtand they are now freed from the. Yoke of the ceremoniall 
 Lxw:(t) The other was,that hereby a diff-rence and diſtintion 
might be put beewixt us and Jews.) Likewiſe the Chncch had 
two reaſons. for making choice of the firſt day of the weeke ; 
Oae, In memory of the Worlds Creation,which Worke Gop 
began on that day:(w) The Ocher, In memory of Chris Reſur- 
retion, -who on the firſt day of the weeke roſe from death (x) And 
in'regard that Chrift by his rifing againe, did mightily declare him- 
ſelfe to be the Lord; (y) Therefore the Church calleathe day 
of Chriſts Reſurretlion. the aud day. (x) But here three things 
Rs 2 ar 


g) Gal.s,1. 

F J Func, Com: 
inChron.lib.;, 
Anno 324 


r)Bernarilin his. 
Treatiſe of the 
Chriſtian Sab- 
bath,chap,g, 


* Baſting. Exs 
poſer. 4. pracepti, 


S) Ley, Sunda y- 
Sabbaih,'p. © BY 
1.4) Polan. 
Syntag. Theol. 
1.9.C.35, 
w: Gen, 1.1.5; 
x) Luk, 24-5iG 
Conv hos . 
die Solk facie 
mw, quod bac. 
a4 e Deus mun- * 
dum creavit, wp 
cadem die Chri- 
ſizs reſurrexit 2: 
mortuh. Juſt i= 
nus Apol.z, © 
pro Chriſtia« 
N1S, 


y) Rom, I, 4, v.1 


z) Inde@ reſur... 
rcajoue Cbrifh : 


| RY ( 60 
Rclefit votavit are to b: noted; Firſt, That the ;ſaying, that Chriſt by hisrifing 
Dominicum. =agpaine did mightily declare himſelfe to be the Lora, and the calling 
Junius de Ec- JE Chrifts Reſurretion day the Lords day,are ſpoken by way of af- 
cleſ 1.1.C.4, firmatioa,not by way of appropriation;as if Chriſt did at no other 
time ſave achis Riſing declare himſelfe to bee the Lord, and no 
* day fave that of his ReſarreRion were the Lords day; for this is 
e)Mat.1.15.23 cf. . Chriſt, we know, by his Birth of a pure Virgin, (a) did 
NO Tir, mightily declare himſelfe to be the Lord, and therefore the day of 
on this Text, Chriſts Nativity is alſo the Lords day ; yea, our Lord himſelfe 
And alſo the expreſly calleth' it Hz day John 8, 56. (5) Againe, Chrilt by his 
Anno. of the ſy{tzjining the wrath of GOD for the ſinnes of the whole world, 
a _ of. (c) did mightily declare himſelfe to bs Lord,and therefore the day 
e) John 1.29 * of Chriſts Paſſion is alſo the Lords day ; Yea, many of the Pri» 
& 12.47-& 19. Mitive Churches for the ſpace of 300. yeares after Chriſt, 0h- 
17.18, ſerved this day as their weekly Solemnity, untill Conſtantine by 
d) FA" 7 "Ol Imperiali Decree limited the Chriſtians, for unity ſake, to the 
2+ Com. in Obſervation of the firſt day of the Weeks onely. (4) Againe,Chriſt 
Chron.1.6. by his aſcending into heaven, in the preſence and fight of his 
e) Mack 16.19+ Apoſtles (e) did mightily declare himſelfe tobe the Lord, and 
AQs 1:9,19- therefore the day of Chriſts Aſcenſion is alſo the Lords day : So 
that had the phraſe and ſpeech of the Chriſtian Church ſo deter- 
mined, the day of Chrilts Nativity, Paſſion, Aſcenſion, or the 
like, might have beene called the Lords day as well as Chriſts Re- 
ſurreftion-day is thus called, Our next Obſervation is,that Chriſt 
by his reſurreRion cauſed or occaſioned the firſt day of the Werke 
| to be kept-holy, and hence it is, that ſome ancient Writers have 
F) Athanaſ. in ſaid, that Chriſt chavged the Sabbath into the Loras day, (f) Chriſt 
Homil. de. {e- {ze the Lords day apart (g) Not that Chriſt was the Author of 
"\ 4 Domino © faid change and inſtiturour of the Loras day, but that Chriſt by 
*Hhey . bu Reſurreftion was the canſs or occafion Wherefore it was chan« 
Aug.de.verb. ged and ſet apart: (bh) As we uſually ſay of the fifth of November, 
Apoſt.Serm. 15 The Papiſts made this an Holy-aay ; not that Papilts ordain'd it 
b) ages. to be kept holy, but that the Papilts by their Powder-plot were 
319-20 Ja. the cauſe or occaſton,wherefore theChurch and State of £ygland 
ordained it, The third thing to be noted is, that Chri/?s Ri- 
ſing againe is a part of that work, not the whole worke which he 
| performed for mans Redemption ; and isin it ſelfe no greater 
| nor more beneficiall unto us then þzz Incarnation, Birth, Paſſion, 
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(61) | 

and the like : For, had Chriſt onely Riſen againe, and not ſuf... 
fer'd for our finnes, what would his of our ReſurreRion have 
availed ? Nay, had Chriſt both ſaffer'd/and riſen againe;and not 
beene incarnate by the Holy Ghoſt of a Virgin and made man, 
what had his ſuffering and Riſidg againe beene to us? Nay,grant 
all theſe, yer if Chriſt had not Aſcended,we could never have at- 
tained the end of our hope which is in heaven;for Where the head 
6,there alſo muſt be the members; and if Chriſt our head were not 
in heaven,neither ſhould nor could we expe ir. 

The reſult then and ſumme of all is, that ſeeing the Feaſt of 

Chriſt: Nativity hath like warrant and allowance from Scripture 
as the Lords dayghath the ſfamg authority for.its Inſtitntion, is ce- 
lebrated in memory of as great and wonderfull a work of Chriſt, 
and as beneficiall unto us,as his Reſurre&ion ; Therefore the 
Loras day.\s no more nor otherwiſe THE day appointed for 1 to. 

 r8joyce 0n, then the day of Chrifts Nativity, | 


QUEREKX. 
Whether Chriſtmas day oughc in any reſpe& to be eſteemed above another 
: of the weeke-dayes? And whether people may not without offcnce to 
| GOD follow their lawfull vocations on that day ? 


| -ANSWE KR 

 E:om what we. have already proved, the ſolution of this 

Qare is eafie and obvious; For, in» refect that Chriſimas day: 
being the day of our Lords Nativity,is. che Loras day; and by | 

his Spouſe, (i) the Church ſet zpart ro Gods publick worſhip and #)Cant-49. 
qur ſou'es edification, it ozght clearely ro be eftremed above any 
of the common week dayes: And for people on this day wiltully and 
contemptuouſly to fofow their ordinary (though at other times _ | 
lowfull ) vocations or callings, is, in the ficlt place, a breach of the ,)g.. 10.4. 
fourth Commandement; for the day of Chrilts Nativity is a /ab- Ginition of 8- 
bath or reft nnto the Lord, (k\) and GOD will tave vs to keep holy Sabbath in our: 
the ſabbath or reft-day, Next it is deſpiſing and a diſhonouring of Ns $0 106+ 
cheir Mother theChurch,which whoſoever are guilty of,not only __ : 
ſin-againſt the fifch Commandement;{/) but by our Saviour him- 1)Þ;4hjiu,Caſes 
ſ:If we are enjoyned to account all fuch a revolrers from the of Conſ(c.1.r. 
Chriſtian Faith, Heathen men and: Publicars, (mm) Laltly,it is a c.5. Set 5, 
ground &iinlet to the violation of all orders 8 decency is GODS 7) Mare 8.17; 
ſervice, which is expceſly conderaned in Holy Scripture. (#) was 1 Cor. 1 4.409. 
_ 1 
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n) Aug. 1645: 
0) 5.8 6 Ed.6. 


| C.3, I Bliz.c.2. 


p) Nibhit eft r4- 
trons magis con- 
ſcenianeum quam 
eodem mods 
urnumquodgue 
diſſolverc quo 
conflatum eft. 
Judge Dode- 


ridgcqhis Eng- 


liſh Lawyer, 
Pag.123« 

q) See our 
Anſw.to 
<Quere 3 TT 4+ 
r) Secfour 5th. 
SeQion. 

2) The Parl. 
Decl. Sept. 27. 


Z 649-P age I 0s 


x) See the afore 
ſaid Decl, pag. 
5:7+10. : 


(62) 
if eo break Gods Commandments, to-contefane Churches 
authority,co-become Heathens and Pablicans,and to overthrow 
all order and decencie in GODS ſervices,bs offences to GOD; 
Then-mult we conclude, that ro work or folow our vocations on' 
Chriftmas. dayyis a great and high offence wnto G O 7D, 

 CULVERE XI, © | 
Whether you think the Parliament and Aflembly bave erred and played the 


fooles in condemning and rafing out Holy-dayes not warranted in the 
'. Word ? And whether to obſerve _ be not highly to diſlike , and flatly 


tocoritradi (in point of pra&ice ar leaſt) their procedings in order to a 


Reformation? | 
ANSHWwE R. Gt | 

Thoughts are free, and every mags minde is to himſelfe ; yee 
for ſatisfaRtion hereunto, noting by the way the incivility of 
the terme Fosles, we anſwer, that the Parliament is not traly al. 
leaged in this point; For, Firlt, our Qer5/ grounds his allega- 
tion upon an Order of the Houſe (») whereas the Day of 
Chriſts Nativity and the like are appointed Holy dayes by 
AA of Parliament; (0) and an Ocder cannot raſe out an 
AQ; for it isa Maxime (as well in our Engl; Lawes, as 
in the Civill) that What ever «t be, the ſame way it is made, 
the ſame way it « diſſolved. (p) Secondly, by our Queriſts owng 
confeſſion the Ocder alledged condemnes Holy. dayes not War- 
ranted in the Word ; Which does nothing at all concerne the 
day of Chriſts Nativity ; the Obſervation of this day being 
warranted by the Holy Scripture, (9) inſtituted by the Apofto- 
lick Churches,and praftiſed throughout the Reformed: (-) And 
therefore to obſerve this day and the like is not to contraditt but 
to further the Parliaments proceedings in erder to Reformationzthey 
having offen teſlified, and (till doe teltifie to the world,that their 
gwide in the worke of Reformation ſhall be the word of GOD and the 
beſt Reformed Churches. (s) Thirdly, the procurers of the ſaid 
Ocder have beenefince deteRed, ſecluded the Houſe, and by full 
conſent of Parliament declared to bz no other then « party and 
faition , acted by poWwer of darkyeſſe, eApoſtates from their firſt- 
principles, bearing only the name of Patriets ana Lovers of Religion, | 
and ſuch Reformers of Popery and prophaneneſſe as ſtood them{clves 
need of Reformation : (t) Now, of what price or eſteeme theſe 
mens Votes and condemnirgs ought to be, let either conſcience: 
Or 


(63) 
or reaſon determine. As for the Aſſembly of Divines, it is well 
knowne how: they were choſen, and that their »umber does not 
much exceed.80, Perſons; (nu) Unto which we ſhall ſay no more 
but what one of their Abettors and Favourites hath long agoe 
beene forced to, acknowledge ; There i (faith hee) no reſolution 
from any Apoſt olicall primiteve pattern,of theC hurcbes erected by the 


Apeſtles,of an Aſſembly $9-CHOSEN BY MAGISTRATES, 


(vw) to draw up a Government and: Direttion 1 Worſhip, for ſo ma- 


»y Churches, (x) many of which Churches have not ſo much as one of 


their members there, (y) 
 "DULERERIL 
Whether (fincemoſt men and women in England doe blindly and ſuperſtiti- 
_ ouſly beiieve, Chriſt was born, on that day) preacbing on i: doth net nou- 
riſh and ſtrengthen them in thar beliefs ? BE 7 Pr Se, 
| _" "ANEWER | 
"Tis trus ; moſt men and women in England, and indeede all 
Chriſtian Churches throughout the world doe believe that Chriſt 
Was borne os the 25. day of December ; bur this they. doe neither 


blindly nor ſuperſtitionſly. Not blindly ; For they have plenty of 83. 


ancient Records and the cleare Teltimonies both of the Greek 


and Latin Fathers,and other Ecclefiaſticall Writers, which beare 


witneſſe thereunto : (z) Nor ſaper#itiouſly ; For they hold it 
no point of Religion or' Article of faith; and therefore our 


Q12riſt neede not feare that preaching 0 this day will nouriſh any 


matter of dangerous conſequence. But, Good GOD !. how 
quick-fighted are our Opponents in other mens wayes, and how 


pur-blinde in their owne. ? VVhat ealke they of ſuperſtition ? 


Was there ever read or heard of a more ſuperſtitious generation 
then themſelves 2 Dos not moſt of them teach, that it is unlaw- 
full to adminiſter the Sacraments on any other day, then the 


Lords day, and in any other place then the Church > Doe not 


moſt of them teach, that it is unlawfall to receive the Communi- 
on, without being confeſſed and' approved by the Prieſt and his 


u)Edwards bis 
Antipologia,p. 
256, 


w)For theParl, 
did nominate 
the Divines of 
the Aſſembly. 
x) There are as 
bove 1iboco, 
Pariſh- 
Churches in 
this Common- 
wealth, 
y)Edwards his 
Amipologia, p.* 


I) See our 6th, 
Section, $2, 


Conſiltory ? (a) Doe nor moſt of them teach, that it is unlaw= ,) At the 
_ fullcoriog the Bels in peale upon the Lords day; To eat Mipce- Miniſter and 
pies, Plamb-porrage,or Brawn in December; To trim the Church bis Elderſhip. 


or private houſe wich Holly and Ivy about Chriſtmas,or.to ſtrew 


it with Ruſhes about Midſummer ; Ta ſtick a roaſting piece of 


Beefe with Roſemary.; or to ſtick a ſprigge of Roſemary in a 
' Collarof Brawne when it is brought to the Table ; To play at 


I _ Cards. 
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5) the Alma- 
nack is entitu* 
led, A Scripture 
Almanack. 

c) Apud majores 
noſtros Saturng- 
tia die uno finie- 
Hantur, qui eras 
a1 quartum dect- 
mum Calendas 
Tanuarias; ſel 
poftquam C. (a+ 
far buic mcnfe 
duos addjdit dies 
ſexto deeimo 
cata celebrart, 


«0 Macrob. Satur. 
l:1;c.10,P1d.etia 


Giraldi Galeda- 


- rium ad finem, 


lib. Ovid. Faſt, 
d) Ante tamen, 
quam ſumma di- 
es ipeftacula fi- 
ſtat; Eufifer 
Orton equore 
merſu erit, 
Proxima vityri- 
cemcum Romau 
inſpexerit Eous 
m——— C7ICHS C 


71t pompa celeber 


—hJiCere- 
rk ludi Ovid, 
F aftorum. L.4. 


©) TheTreaſure 


of Wie;pag.3 5. 


- The eruth whereof our 


(64) 


Cards or Bowles; To bawk or hunt ; To give money to a ſex: 


vants or apprentiſes Boxe, or to ſend a couple of Capons or 

any other preſent'to 2 friend in the Twelve-dayes:; to uſe a ring 

in the Solemnizition of Marriage; To cover a Herſe with a 

white: ſheet; and a thouſand ſuch/like foppiſh ſuperſtitious con- 

ceits,which to reckon up would bz long and needlefle. | 
| VE LQULARE NIL 


Whether this Feaſt had not its rite and growth from Chriſtians conformity 
ro the mad Feaſts Satarnalia, (kept in December to Saturne the Father of 
Gods) in which there was a Sheafe offered to Ceres Goddefe of Corne; a 
bymne in hcr praiſe called ga or AG- ? And whether thoſe Chriſti- 
ans by name, to cloake it, did not afterwards call ic Tule, and Chriftmas,as 
though it were for Chriſts honour ? ' And whether it benor yet by ſome 

| (more ancient then truly or knowingly religious ) called Tule , and the 
. mad playes or ſports (wherewith ?cis celebrated, like thoſe Saturz4lia)Tule - 
gemes z And-whether from the offering of that Sheafe ro Ceres ; from that 
ſong in her praiſe 3 from thoſe gifts the Heathens gave their friends in the 
Calends in Tanuary, omin gratia, did-not ariſe or ſpring our Blazes, Chriſt- 
mas Kaiiles,and New years gifts ? 
7 ANSWE R, | 


This 24ere containeth a pzck of groſſs errours and vaine 
imaginations, taken out of a new phantaſticall Almazack ; (b) 
Queriſt ſhould have done well co have 
eximined, bzfore he haJ twallowed it. As for our Feaſt of the 
Nativity, it had zts 7e/e from the praftiſe of the pure, ancient 
and Apoltolique Chucch.; - and zrs growth from Chriſtians con- 
formity to the aid praftice ; which we have fully and at large 
proved tn.our fifth Seion, Thoſe Feaſts to Saturne, which be- 
21n on the 17. of December, and laſted three dayes, (c} conccrne 
not us; unlcfſe our Opponents will ſay , that Chriſtians may 
not ſet a day apart co GODS Service in that moneth thar Hca- 
thens had Feaſts.; and if ſo, we muſt bid adiew to all publique 
Services of GOD. The ſtory of offering a Sheafe to Ceres and of 
a bymne in her praiſe at the Feaſt of Saturne, is down-right falſe ; 
for that offering and hymye to {eres was at her own Fealt, which 
wasinepril/: (4) And by conſequence thoſe derivations of 
Tale from 3vaG and Kariles from Ceres are ridiculous ; and fa- 
vour of as much wit, as that of Tarlztos to the School-boyes of 
Weſtminſter, when he told them , that Napkin came from Ne- 
ptuxe, and Trencher from his Trident, (e) Bur no marvaile, theſe 
men (hould be ſo ignorant from whence the words come, when. 
they know not how to ſpell them; for in true ſpelling it'is not 
Yulebut Vie ; not Kariles, but Carrolles : And that our Oppo- 


we —  R8VPJ # —— _ 


nents 


(65) 

nents may have the juſt Originallof theſe words , they muſt unz 
derſtand, that the French call Chr:$mas Nozel, from the Latine 
word Nowws which ſignifies New, becauſe the New-yeare begins 
at Chriſtmas. (f) From Novel the peoples of Normand , who 
ſpeake a corrupt kinde of French , have their word Nel; And 
from Nel together with the Norman conquelt, the Engliſh had 
Nule or Vle; (g) both which words were indeed uſed at this day 
in ſome of the Northerne parts of this Land. * The other word 
( arolf, comes from cantare which (1gnifies to ſing, and Rola an In» 

rerjeRion exprefiing joy ; for heretofore in the burden of de- 
lighefull ſongs, and when men were jocund, they were wont to 
ſing Rela, Rola; as, ſometimes we doe Heyda, Heyda ; or Derry, 
Derry. Now, where lies the impiety of thoſe words > Where 
lies their Heatheniſme > But we finde this is no new trick ; wee 
have examples enough {and too many ſome will ſay, when they 

maſt give an account) of {landering G O D $ people and Servi- 


ces in this kinde : P/utarch tells us, that the ancient Fewes (with 


whom no doubt was GODS true Religion) did ſacrifice to Ce- 
res and Bacchus ; and that from Sabafiesr, one of the names of 
Bacchus, they called their Feaſts Sabbaths. (g) Foſephr tels of a 
figment no lefſe monſtrous ; That when the FeWes came ont of E. 
gypt, at the end of every ſixe daies journey they were tronbled with 
ulcers and ſores in their groines,and for that cauſe refled the ſeventh 
day; and being ſetled ana ſonndin the Land of Fadea they called that 
day, the Sabbath, from the Egyptian word Sabbatoſis, which fig. 
nified a diſeaſe in the groine : (h) And certainely one egge is not 
more like another, then theſe are to the conceits of our Oppo- 
nents. As to their four [aper7itious ſcruples propounded in the 
cloſe of this Q42re;We anſwer to the ficſt,concerning Vle- games 
or (hriſtmas- fþorts, that the body « GODS ; as well as the ſpirit ; 
(5) and therefore why. ſhould not God be glorified by ſhewing 


j 
# 


f)Vid. David. 
Chyrei Diſpofit 
Epift. ſub initio, 
g)Vid. Horat. 
Laimeri Diet 
014; Latino- 
Anglo.Gal. 

. in Tok-Pbive: 
Lanafhire, Dur - 
bam, &c, 


2) Plutarch in 
{ympoltacis. 


þ)Joſeph cone 
tra Ap.lib, z< 


;)1Cor,6,20, 


forth the ſtrength, quickneſſe,and agility of our body,as well as by - 


declaring the endowments of oxy ſpirit > Provided alwates, the 
ſaid.exerciſes be according to Chriltian modeſty and in due ſex- 
ſons. To the Second,concerning Blazes, we anſwer, That a great 


fie, little fire, no fire, are equally materiall to the Celebration = 


of Chriſtmas ; and yet, why may not Blazes be then allowed in 
our chymneys, as well as Bonefires in our ſtreets on the fifth of 


November ? To the Third, concerning Chriſim145 Carrolles , wee 


I2 —_ *, anſwer, 


(66) | 
anſwer, That itwas an ancient cuſtome amongſt the Chriſtians in 
| theirFealts,ro bring every one ints the midſt 65 incite him to ſing uu- 
k) Ur quiſque 19 GOD s Well as he conld, either ont of the holy Scriptures, or of hts 
ode <hdaary 1. One wit and invention :. (8) And why was this courſe of ſinging 
proprio ioge- More lawful inthoſe daies then now? To the Fourth, concerning 
nio potet, MNeW-years gifts, wean{wer,that we have Scripture-example for 
provocatur in ſending gifts or portions.one to another on daies of Feaſtingsi(l) And 
medium DEO this uſe then was(ſay the Aſſembly of learnedDivines)for the main- 
ER” tenance of mutual friendſhip. (m) How comeſuch gifes to be ſince 
oentes, cap.39;. nawiul ? YVERE XIV. | 
1Eſt.9-19.22, Wherhcr conformity to,and retention of Heatbeniſh Cuſtomes be commend. 
m)See their 4n- ableiin Chriſtians, ſutable or agreeable with Goſpel-principles, though un 
notat.on Efter der pretext of Chrilts Honour and Worſhip 2: 
9,22, Re OK  _MUANSWER, | 
It is a tnoſt wicked Nander, that we ſolemnize the day of 
Chri##s Nativity #»der a pretext onely and ſhew of Chriſts honour 
_ and worſhip ; For with all fincerity atid ſinglenefſe of heart wee 
dedicate both the day and our ſelves on that diy to the publ:que 
Wor/ſoipping of Gop, the hoyaring of Chrift, and to a thankfull 
contemplation of thoſe inflaite and unteſtimable benefics, which. 
accrue nato us by Chriſts marvellous Birth of a Virgin : Nor is. 
this from any Hearheniſh (uſtomer , but from the evident <x:m- 
ples of Gop's Church throughout all -ages, ever fince Chriſtiani- 
n) See our fiſh £Y bath been profeſſed.(,)And here we ſhall give'our Opponents 
Scion. a Lefſon which would be wel learned and remembred,char 5: does. 
| nt ſtraiphtway folloW,brcauſe Heathens do it the thing done 1; He a 
theniſh,and not ſutable with Goſpel principles: For, the Principles of 
the Goſpell doe confirme, not deſtroy the Principles of nature ; 
and thereforcHeathens by the light df naturall reaſon hav: done 
and doe many excellent thinks and commendable in Chriſtians, 
9) Rom, 2: 14, (0) We finde upon Record.the Temperance,Chaſtitz, Prudencejaad 
nh _ other Vittuts of Heatiiens;”and yet no man can ſay, that Tem 
perance,Chaſtity, Prudence,are Heatheniſh and not ſutable to Geſpel- 
prixciple;/We rexd that Heathens do Zarry, Bury, BrildCharcher; 
TY and yet no man can ſay,that 2arriape, Burial of our dead, Build: 
a = gs ing of (harche,ate Heatheniſh and not ſutable to Goppil principles. 
Sab.p.81,8 2. Yea, thabifeft it is, and ſottie of the New Sabbatarizns confelle, 
g) Joſepb cont, ( p) that the Heathens obſerved the ſeventh day for a Holy-day and 
 Ap.l.1.8& Phil. Feſtsvall;(q)and yet they will not fay, that the obſervation of the 
Judzus1:2, 00 eoenth ds) is Hedtheniſh ard 162 (mtable to Goſpel-privciples, 
: ; EF QUERE 


(6) : 
CUJEREXV, 


Whether you are not bound to proye your 'praRice by the convi&ionand 


ſatisfaQion of your Brethren, whoſe duty it is to walke with. you in things 
agreeable to the mind of Chriſt ?: And in caſe you cannot 3 Whether you 
ought hot ro acknowledge your errour, lay down your pra&ice (as others 
have done thcirs) no longer befovling and miſleading the People ? 


A-NSW ER. 


Indeed, putting the caſe as our 2-4»; doth, that we Cane. 
z0t- prove the lawfulnefſe'of our practccee; 'tis granted, we ovght 
to acknowledge onr errour and lay down onr praftice:Biit 31 Caſe we 


can prove, as it is manifeſt we have proved that our prafice hath 
che approbation of Gop's Word, r the example of Chriſtians 
inthe Pcimitive'and pareſtitimes;the witneſle of the ancient Fi- 
thers, the conſent of all Reformed Churches s ; (with which if 
any thing there be'that ever'can or will convince and ſatifie, men 


ought to-reſtatisf2d,) then, ont of our ©z2ri/7s own mouth do. 


we infer; that i # the duty of him and all other 'our Opponents 
to Walke with 1411 theſe things (o clearly agreeable to the mind of 
{briſt. And if yet, the good which we have ſet before then will 


not prevaile;let our Opponents take into their ſaddeſt and moſt: 


{crious thoughts the manifold evil which by their non conformi- 


ty to our prattice ariſeth both to theinſelves and theCharches of 


God. Filt,it abets and gives countenance to Blaſphemers-; and 
thoſe-ſo horrid and execrable;that the bare rehecſall of their fre- 


quent'ireproaches againſt ourChriſtianSolemnities would bz unto- 


modeſt eares offenſive: Yon have a taſte hereof in our laſt SeQ;- 
on. Secondly, it will bring to paſſe, (as S. Anupufine long lince 
noted) that in preceſſe of time, by the nox-0bſervance of thiſe yierly 
Solemnities, anungratefull forgetfulneſſe of the Great benefits of the 
Son of GOD Will Fteale pon 1,* Thirdly,It is a dangerous fore- 
runner of mens Apoſtacy from Chriſt; For,tht ſaid nor=confor. 
mity is a great add manifelt ſcaiſme in the Catholick Church, E: 
ſchiſme(#s we know by heavy 'experience)proauceth Here ſie,r and 
Heyefje(without Gop $'extraordinary preventingGrace)endeth 
_ #n Apoſtacy. Fourchly, It condemnes and caſteth dirt on the face 
_ of the pureancizat, Apoltolick Chniches. Fifrhly, it is directly a- 
gainſt the Solewmne League and Covenant, which obligeth every 
one 4x hes place and calling to nA' according to the Word of GOD, 
and the example of the beſt Reformed Chirches. $ Sixthly, It is an 
argument of /#perſtition;For to accompt dayes holy or wal in 
I 3. acme 


y See our gth 
Sefton, 


[ See Seftion-5. 


* Aug.de Ci- 
vitat. Dei. lib. 
10, cap.4- 


r Hzretici ple- 
rumque fGunt 
Schilmarici, &- . 
viciſim Schiſ- 
matici plurimu 
fiunt Hzretic'. 
Polan,Syntag. 
Theolil.7c2 25. 
S Article x, 
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(68) 

themſelves is equally ſuperſtitious, Seventhly, It teaches diſobe- 
dience unto, at leaſt x negle& of, the Magiſtrates power in mat< 
ters :Eccleſiaſticall ; For who will or can thinke himſelfe bound- 
to any Ocdinances of men, When thoſe dayes which have been 
eſtabliſhed by all States and Churches, that ever owned the title 
CHR1STIAN, ſhall be laid aſide. Eighthly, It is a contempt of 
M ry. Onverſall Tradition - Which hath ever been held a ſxre marke of 
Adore Fog t:#th,(t) and one of the beſt teſtimonies that the Scriptures be the 
Heceſ.cap.z. Jord of GOD.(u)Yea,we deſire our Opponents to conſider, that | 
u) Bucen, loc. upon no other ground then this of Vxiver/all Tradition, doe 
com.4-9- 13. Chriſtians believe that Ifatthew, Lnke, and John, wrote thoſe 
qey Bo” Goſpells, in which is declared the Birth of Chrift: (r)And,if the 

) Mar.11 3, Univerſall Tradition of Gods (hurch bs a neceſſary and certain 
Luk.2.7 ' foundation, whereon to build our beliefe of the ſata Goſpels from 
John 1, 14 . which we have the relation of Chrsfts Birth ; It mult likewiſe be . 
yielded,that Univerſall Tradition is as certaine a foundation, 
,whereon to build our beliefe, that Chriſt was borne on the 25. day 


of Decemb. and that that day 1: to be yeerly celzbrated by all Chri« 


s) See our 5th 1s þ 


1 6b Self y Vniver/all Tradition, (s) then the former. Laſtly, it is an 
an ca, 


ialet to all confuſion and diſorder in the Churches of Chri/;For 
if nothing muſt be admitted, but what hath Speciall- Scripture 


w) See Quere Warrant, either in expreſſe termes or by ſound conſequence; (w). 


3. & 46 Then it followes undeniably,that the Lords day and all ſet dayes of 
GODS Worſhip, ſet Faſt: dayes, ſet Lefnres, daily prayers With our 

x) Bucan.loc- Families, ſinging one P/alm all together, * erefling Churches, Paro- 
com-43-M-1% chial Congregations,publique catechizing of youth,asking Banes, & 

the Miniſters ſolemnizing of Matrimony, Exhortations at burials, 
muſt not be admitted ; for none of theſe nor many things more, 
now inpraice amongus,have any ſpecialScripture-warant at al. 
| In vaine therefore it is and moſt abſurd, for You,our Opponents 

to charge us with befooling and miſleading the people : Your own 

y) The Te y Praflice, Y our own DoRAtrines ſhall bear witneſs betwixt us. You, 
2% 383, Who perſwade, That Adam kept the Sabbath in the State of In- 
7 Dies Domi. BOCEncy, ( 7 ) that he ſung Davids Ninety ſecond Plalme on that 
nice. lib.1.c.8. day,(z)thar GOD Himſelf preached,and ſome of you undertake 
a) Du Bartws,in to know what'were the Doftrines of His Sermon. (a) Do yon not 


the ſeventh day* yr | ; 
DE e6ER 2. Gefooleand miſlead the people i 


' week, ' You, whoſay one while, That Gop did not appoint Ty 


ſeventh 


SHans tn memory thereof ; For both theſe are no leſſe aſſured unto }. .. y 


F  /eventh day the day on which 
”. day ;zand ſo oneday of ſeven be obſerved, no-matter which-of 
them. b Another while, That by this Commandement God en. 
joynes us to keep holy the firſt day of the week on which he began 
his work of Creation, c Do you not befool ad miſlzad the people ? 
You who(forgetting your own DoQrine of the fourth Com- 
mandement) Do teach, That the keeping holy the firſt day of the 
week or Lords day was appointed and prattiſed by Chriſt and his A- 
- poſiles ; 4 Yet cannot produce ſormuch as one Example for it, 
much lefle a Precept. Do you not befoole and miſl}ad the people ? 
You, who inferre, becauſe $.Pa#!, and the Diſciples at Treas 
ſpent the whole night of the firt day of the Week in praying, prea« 
ching, and heavenly conference,in regard he was to leave them and 
depart on the morrow ; © THERE FORE S. Parland the Diſci- 
ples at Troas met that »ight ro keeps holy the day paſt; f 
THEREBP)RE the Diſciples at Troas mct every firſt day of the 
week to keepths day holy, s THEREFORE the Churctr at 
 Philippi, the Church in Cilicia, and all Chriſtian Churches did 
then keep holy the firſt 'day of the Week; THEREFORE all the 
Apoltles did conſtantly, keep holy that day; THEREFORE 
Chriſt and his Apoltles appointed the firſt day of the Week,to be for 


ever celebrated, in ſtead of the Sabbary; Þ Is not this pitifull Lo- : 


ogick > Doe you not befoole and miſlead the people ? 
* You, whotell ſtories of an 6/4 Sabbath and a »eW Sabbath, a 
?ewiſh Sabbath and a Chriſt5an Sabbath, a Sadbath of the ſeventh 


day and a Sabbath of che fi-ſt day of the week ;i That ſo you may. 


{lily fixe the name Sabbath on the Lords day, and then perſwade 
the ſimple & ignorant thar all thoſe Texts of Steves wherein 
mention is made of the Sabbath day;* are intended of the Lords 
day: When indeed to call the Lords day the Sabbath is as ſenſe. 
leſſe as to call Sunday Saterdap,or the ficlt day the las dry of the 
week : k-When throughout the Oid and New Teſtament we have 
not the leaſt intimation of any other: weekly Sabbath, ſive the 
old, Jewiſh, ſeventh day Sabbath: | When you your ſelves confeſſe, 
thar, the. Name Lords day t5 more proper and particular, and leſſe 
obvious to exception, then the Name Sabbath;m And that the name 
Sabbath is in dignity inferiour to'both Lords day and Sundiy; n Dae 
you not befcole and miſleade the people? Oe 
Youthat condemne the.yeerly Obſervation of Chriſt; Birth 


day 


he refte1 to be kept holy, but 4 ſeventh b R.Byfield in _ x 


bis Doarine of 
the Sabbath, 
P-I16.117. 

c R.Byfeld |}. 
dd, p.117-118, 
I 36, Martindale 
of the Sabbath, 
p-4-Scudder, in 
his Chriflians 
daily walk.c.6. 

d D.Twife in. . 
his Chriftian 
Sabbath.p.10. 
Scudder in his. 
Chriſtians daily 
walk. C.G, Ps S) te) 
Dies Dominica. 
lib.1.cap.7+ 
eAt.20 6,7.11 
f The Praft. of 
Prety, printed 
by RT p. 289. 


Dies Domimica. | 


lib. 1.cap,2. 
Dies Domint- 
ce.dd.ll. 

h R. Byfield, in 
his DoArinc of 
the Sabbath. 
P1g.11 8. The 
'Praf. of Picty, 
Printed byR.T. 
p.288.Dics Do- 
manica.l. Fs 
i Lee, Sunday a 
Sabbath.p 103, 


144,146. 


 *-As,Exod.31. . 


14,15-and 3f, - 
2-3.Lev-23.3. 
Neh:13«15,16 
17,19,21.1Iſa. 
58.13.&C. 

k Cui res nom: - 
ſubjeFa nega- 
tr, nomine iltt+ 
ditur, Daves 


: 


Pant, 41 Fr4- 
tern. Commun. 


__. - . Futer Evangel, 

 Ecileſ. adhoyta» 
© - 170.Cap, 4.P.64+ 
._ 1 Seeour Anf, 
ro. Hemmgs 'gth 


3Are, 


q m Lee Sunday - 
. a'vabbath; pag. 


183.185, 
_nLeell dd, 
P.18 2. 


o R. Byfiell. 


| (79 J-x | 


day as Heatheniſh ; Yet acknowledge. ths Feaſt to be a Conſti- 


tntion of the ancient Primitive Church, 9. Doe you not befoole 
and miſleade the people ? 


s LL 


Take ye heed,theſe are not ſmall matters: Conſider well with . 
your ſelves what it is to ſtand guilty b:zfore Gop of' beljing 
(brift and his Apoſtles, of Wilful wreifting the Holy Scriptures, of © 


deſpiſing Chrifts Church, of introducing 7udaiſme, of faftion, of 


perjzry and Vow: brevkiug, of rail ing, ſedncing,fþiriraall pride, and 
other abhominable ſins waich ever accompany thoſe who by. de. 
ceit and untruths do thinke to advance the Honour and Services 
of Gop. Be adviſec; take time while time is,to repent of thoſk 


in bis Doftrine. 
of the Sabbath. 


. Þ-134- 


. notorious /landers Wherewith you have aſperſed the ancient - 
approved wayes of Gops Worſhip; ang let the ſincerity of. 
your Repentanc: appeare by, the ſpeedy abandoning of your 
Schiſmaticall uacbriſtian praftices and privciples ; left the heavy 
judgement of /edncers, to waxe Worſe and worſe, þ fall upon,you, _ 
and G>D in the end deliver you up to ſuch ſtrong delufoons that. 
you ſhould believe your owne lyes. q. 

: DUJERE XVI. 


Whetherin caſe you returne no anſwer to the Quzres, I haye not ground 


| ſufficient to conclude youutterly unable to give a rarionall account of your | 
praQice, now put uponit ? | 


-- 


Þ2 Tim. ZJ: 13, | 


q2 Theſ.2,1. 
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I'S ANSVWYER. 

Sir, Y ou have an account of our prattice;& how ratiovall it is,we-- 
appeale to your own conſcience and the judgement of the Chri. 
ſtian World. Now for concluſion, take here the words of a moſt- 
eminent Divine, whoſe learning 8 piety hath placed him beyond. 
exception ;-There # (ſaith he) y no day ſo properly (hriſts as bis. 
Birth-day ; Which may appeare, if we ſet it in compariſon with other 
dayes of moſt memorable note,as the day of hisPaſſion,ReſurreRijon, - 
and Aicenſion:for the day of hrs Paſſion,that was net ſo properly bis, 
becauſe two theeves ſuffered with him at the ſame time, in the ſame © 
place,after the ſame manner +: Nor the day of bis ReſurreRion;for- 
as he roſe from the dead, ſo did others the ſame day,anud went into the 
holy City: a Nor the day of his Aſcenſion; for Enoch a»d Elias had 

_ their Aſcenſion too,and that long before his:b But bis BIR Tu DaY 
 WacHis Withent a fellow;none ever SO borne,none ever bors SUCH 
a onezand therefore ( as no Feſtivity ts beſides it) it is attended, 4s 
Chriſt kimſelfe, With an Apeſtolicall retinne of Holy dayer. 
|  Haltla-jah. 
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upon John 8, 
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